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e HE candid Reader, who 
$ T. * ſhall be pleated to peruſe 
* the following Diſcourſes 
ab. e is defired to remember, 
That they were delivered upon very 
melancholy Occaſions, though too com- 
mon in our Livertine Age. The Oc- 
caſion contributed not a little to rouze 
the paſſions of the Preacher, and this, 
it is preſumed, will make ſome Apo- 
logy for the warmth of diction which 


the Reader will find in ſome parts of 


the work. Theſe Sermons are now 
publiſhed to the world, not for any 
diſtinguiſhed erce//ency of compoſi tons 
nor any ſuperior farce of argument, 
but. for the ae Reaſons, | 


1. Numbers of Nate fits are con- 
ſigned over to a ſhameful death in 


this kingdom every year; yet no pro- 


fefled di {courſes to ſuch have been pub- 
liſhed in the Engliſh Language.— We 


have 
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have had, Sermons to Yun Men.“ 
“ Sermons to ung Women,” — 

« Scrmons to the Med“ —Sermons to 
all claſſes of people, but no Sermons 
that the Author remembers ever to 
have heard of, addrefled to condemned 
criminals, or to warn others at the 
time of their ſuffering. Condemned 
Malefactors it tis to be feared, have 
been too much neglected; yet ſurely, 
they highly deſerve priy, compaſſion, 
and af/tance; and it is highly to the 
honour of the Ba1Tisn LEGISLATURE 
to take their caſe into conſideration, 
by appointing {alaries to fome Mini- 
/eers who attend Priſoners in fuch un- 
happy circumſtances.— 


2. In the Manuals that have been 
publiſhed for the uſe of Criminals un- 
der ſentence of Death; The One hing 
necdſul ſeems to be overlooked : 
CHRIST, and his FREE-GRACE, 
r and. his GREAT SALVA- 
TION, are but ſlightly touched upon, 
—Fati and Repentance are confuſedly # 
treff in them. Theſe important 
| | points 
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| points are ſhewn, as it were, through 
_ a miſt, dimly and indi//mfly, more apt 


to bewilder than to direct. 
Through all the following Diſ- 


courſes, a peculiar regard 1s paid to 
the Depravity of Mankind by Nature, 


and the exceeding fnfſulneſs of n. 


The glorious Doctrine of the Gop- 
HEAD of CHRisT,—The abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of an atonement for SIN, and 
the Elernity of Hell-torments are in a 


great meaſure built upon the Truth 


of man's miſery. Whenever a poor 
ſinner is ſmitten with a ſenſe of his 
guilt, and alarmed with an apprehen- 
ſion of the Wrath of God againſt him 
as a ſinner If he is ſolicitouſly con- 
cerned to find a ſafe Refting-place, 
where he may be free from the guilt 
of {in and the Terrors of the Law and 
Conſcience, — Where can ſuch a 
troubled foul find Re and Safety but 
in Chriſt Feſus, and under the covert 
of his everlaſiing righteouſneſs ? To 
thoſe who believe, He is precious: 
and to thoſe who are truly cormnced 


of ſin, theſe ſalutary T ruths will be 


their own beſt Recommendation. 


It 


— 
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; I muſt be granted, that the dodtri- 


nal ſyſtem which the Author hath 


choſen, though once reputed orthodox 
in the Proteſtant Churches, is now fal- 
len into great contempt with many 
who look upon 7hemfelves to be Judges 
of Sentiments and Compoſitions. 
Nor is this to be wondered at: For 
ſo long as the Devil is ſuffered to de- 
ceive the nations, and ſo long as the 
heart of man is unconvinceed of fin, 
we may aſſure ourſelves that the doc- 
trine of man's ſin fulneſs and miſery 
by the FALL, the doctrines of com- 
plete Juſtification by the righteouſneſs 
of the great Immanuel, and the Sanc- 


tification of Heart and newneſs of Life 


through the power of the blefſed Spirit 
will mect with oppoſition. If ever a 
Reformation takes place, it muſt be 
under the influences of the Eternal 
Spirit, produced by theſe Bible-'T'ruths. 
For unleſs theſe are generally incul- 
cated, the mo? eloquent Diſcourſes 


from the Pulbit, or the moſt correct 


D:/ertations from the Preſs, (To uſe 


the Language of an eminent Divine) 


will 


3 


3 
will be no better than a pointleſs Ar- 
row, or a broken Bow.—And although 
the Author profeſſes a firm attachment 


| to theſe important Points, yet he is 


careful not to lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon 


circumſtantials in Religion, as a 617 


gotted Sectarian temper is prone to do. 
No oil is here adminiſtred to increaſe 
the flame of Animoſity and Party-Spir, 
which, alas! too often hinders the 
union of the profeſſed friends of the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus.— The Author 
highly eſteems and loves all who /ove 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt in fincerity. 


Inſtead of coveting the voice of 
Fame, or being anxiouſly concerned 


about what the officious Critic will ſay 


of what is here delivered with much 
plainneſs, and cordial fincerity— If a 
gracious God will be pleaſed to make 


them inſtrumental in reclaiming one 


foul, it will afford the Author a plea- 
ſure, which neither app/an e ca can give, 


nor cenſure take away. 


The 


The GON TEN 


SERMON I. 
The Faithful Saying explained and illuſtra- 
ted: Or, Salvation by Chriſt for the very 
Chief of Sinners, 
x Tin. . 16 

This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all accep- 
that Chriſt Feſus came into the World to ſave Sinners: 

ww whom 1 am chief, 


SER M ON 
The PENITENT THIEF. 
- EUKE zii. 4% 
Aud he ſaid unto Feſus, Lord, remember me æuben 
thou comeſt into thy kingdom. | 
And Feſus ſaid unto him, Verily T ſay unto thee, To- 
day. Halt thou be <with me in parad'/c. | 


SERMON III. 
ON THE LOSS OF THE SOUL, 


Marr. Xvi. 26. 


For what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
world and loſe his own foul? Or what Jad a man 


Jive in exchange for his Soul! 


(x) 
SERMON Iv. 
On the Miſery of being at Enmity with 


Gop : and The Happineſs and Means of 
Reſtoration to his Favour. | 


Mir, 20 

Agree with thine Adverſary quickly, whil/? thou art 
in the way with him; Ieft at any time the Atverſary 
deliver thee to the Fudge, and the Fudge deliver thee 
to the Officer, and thou be caſt into priſon. Verily 
T ſay unto thee, Thou ſhalt by no means come out thence 
till thou haf? paid 5695 w1ter 775 farthiag. 

| : 4 : 

SE R M O . 


Priſoners of Hope invited to a ſure Refuge. 


ZEkchAn IAH ix. 10. „ 
Turn ye to the Strong-hold, ye Priſoners of Hope ! 


— STRWMON WH 
ON THE WAGES OF SIN. 


Rom, vi. 23. 
For the Wages of Sin is Death : but the Gift of God 


% Eternal Lije, through our Lord Fijus Chriſd. 
SERMON VII. 
AN ADMONITION TO YOUTH, 


2 TIM. 11. 22. 


Flee alſo * Lifts. 


A LETTER 10 A FRIEND. 


S E R- 


Cs 
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SERMON LI. 


illuſtrated: Or, Salvation by Chriſt 
for the very Chief of Sinners+. 


: Ti, «I. 


This is a faithful Saying, and worthy sf all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 


Morld to ſave Sinners ; of whom I am chief. 


REL 
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of Eternity In a few years, or 


J 
6868 


x into the eternal world, and all 
N will be fixed in a ſtate of eter- 


f 


J 
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nal happineſs or eternal mifery. Here are Two 


before us, who literally know the awful change is 


near indeed to them : They are condemned to ſuffer 
a ſhameful Death, for notorious crimes committed 


„ (To: VE R Y one in this large "NE 
{7 gregation ſtands upon the brink 


4 a few days, we mult all launch 


The Faithful Saying explained and 


— 


againſt the known laws of their country and their 
conſciences, — Moſt of you are come to gratity the 


B . eager 


+ This Sermon was preach'd when John Francis and J 


Profe attended under Sentence of Death for Houſe- breaking. 


Abril 9th, I 795. 5 


* 


: a. 
enger deſire of beholding them—Tis truly an affec- 
ting ſight to ſee two young healthful men in ſuch | 
dreadful circumſtances - What anguiſh may we ſup- 
poſe muſt ſtruggle in their Parents breaſts, to have 
their ſons, tenderly united to their affections, at leaſt 
by the Ties of Nature, to be cut off in their full 
Strength by the fivord of juſtice for their malignant 
deeds! It muſt be like a dagger to their hearts, — 
The Scene may well cauſe our eyes to guſh with tears: 
But I have this to tell you in their favour—That 
they are not ſo harden'd as to be deaf to inſtruction; 
far from it. They defire carneftly to hear the Word 
of God—By the converſation I had with them, they 

deſire to know the way to be faved—They are in a 

poſture of expectation, expecting ſoon to ſtand before 
.a far more awful Tribunal than that before which 

they lately were arraigned—even before the Fudgment 

Seat of Chr -O that the Judge eternal may acquit 
and receive them] May the divine Spirit powerful- 
ly teach, and lead them to the Fountain of Redemp- 
tion! To which end, all things conſider'd, I could 
not think of a more ſuitable ſubje to ſpeak from 

than that which I have read to you. This is 
% faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, That 
* Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave Sinners; Of 
% whom Lam chief.” Methinks that heavenly Rivers 
of Pleaſure flow in theſe Words—Never was there 
more gofpel expreſſed in fo few words !—Take them 
ye prifoners in your chains and bind them on your 
hearts. — Take them, ye-hearers, and give them full 
room in your minds {—[t is the Goſpel in epitome, 


The words may be conſidered as one entire Pro- 
poſition of themſelves : | 1 


— 
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1 truſt it will be to our advantage to enquire, 


Firp. Who i is this great Parions who is ſaid to 
come into the world. 


&condy: Take Notice of the State of the World, 
into which he came. 


Thirdly. The grand Deſign of his 3 


Fourthly. The Extent of Chriſt's ſaving Power. 
—And whilſt I am ſpeaking to your Ears, may the 
Spirit of God ſpeak ettectually to your hearts! 


I. Who is this great Perſon, who is ſaid to come 
into the World? 


I. As to his human Nature-He was a perfect Man, 

% Fairer than the Children of Menn. Conſider what 
it is that you admire and love in any perſon ? Do 
extraordinary gitts and graces draw your eſteem ? 
Behold every thing that can adorn and dignity the 
human nature meet in the Man Chriſt Jeſus: Are 
true wiſdom and learning the objects of your admira- 
tion? In Him are laid up all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge, - Do you think that Learning never 
appears ſo graceful, as when it is ſet off with the 
charms of Virtue? Then look upon the Man 
Cazrsr JEsus! In Him you will find, not this 
or that particular excellence ozly,—but VIRTUE it- 
ſelf in a Body of Fleſh, that he might let his Grace 
ſhine before Men.—He was and is Goopwess itſelf : 
And when upon Earth, Ve went about, doing Good to 
the Souls and Bodies of Mankind : Teaching and 
„ their Underſtandings, regulating the 

5 daepravity 

* Pſalm xl. 
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depravity of their wills and -feions—Healing all: 
manner of diſeaſes—Like yonder Sun, He commu- 
nicated his Bleſſings, and diffuſed his benign Influen- 
ces wherever he came. There is not a-malady which 
Sin has brought. upon the ſoul. and body, but he 1s 
able to heal: He was ſpotleſs and perfect, free from 
the leaſt taint of Sin. 


If I was to ſtop here, enough has been ſaid to en- 


dear the character of the bleſſed Jeſus to all, had not 


Sin ſtrangely perverted all our Faculties :—But I 


have mention'd but a part of the excellencies of His 


Perſon---Yea 1t 1s the leaſt part. 


2 As to His pivINE NATURE, He is The INFI- 
NITE GOD: God ower all, Blaſſed for ewer d! 


The holy Scriptures have given Him the Names 


and the Attributes of Gop, and have aſcribed unto 
Him the works which none but the Almighty 


Creator, and the all-wiſfe Preſerver of the World 
could perform. He is called FEHOLV AH: The in- 
communicable Name of the pivineg EssExnce.—He 
1S OMNISCIENT, OMNIPRESENT, and OMNIPOTENT. 
He is ſaid to have created all Things; and to uphold 
all Things. He is the GREAT AM! — , even [© 
„% am He, and befides me there is no Saviour.” This 
is the Doctrine of the Old and New Teſtament, con- 


cerning the Divinity of the Son of God.—lIt you de- 
ny the proper Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, or his being 


the Infinite God as well as perfect Man, all our 


Hopes are vain, Chriſtianity itſelf ſtands or falls, 


with this all-important Doctrine. This is the pillar 


and ground of Truth. Is it any wonder then 


that the Devil, the grand adverſary, ſhould teach 


| | Arians, 
$ Hebr. chap. i.—Iſa. xlv. 21, 22. 
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Arians and Socinians to cavil againſt this Serlpture 
Doctrine? Take away this grand Pillar of our Salva- 
tion, and all our hopes are vain. But this important 
Truth, the Gates of Hell, ſhall not prevail againſt. 
Cux1sT Jesvs the Lord is the Centre of the Old 
and New Teſtament, in whom all their Lines meet. 
All the Prophets teſtified of Him : He was the Sum 
and Scope of all their Predictions f. He was Abra- 
ham's PROMISE D SEED—TJacob's SHILoH—Tfaiah's 
IMMANUEL—Jeremiah's MAN coup ASSED WITH A 
Woman-Ezekiel's SHEPHERD--Daniels HoLy ONE 
he true ZERUEBBABEL—Zechariah's Brancy— 
Solomon” s LILVYV—- David's Son, and David's Lox p 
Moſes's PAssovER— The Iſraelites' Rock, —and 
The Patriarchs*' Manna, All the Sacrifices and 
Ceremonies under the Lay, pointed as with a Fin- 
ger, ſaying, ** Behold the Lamb of 60D“ = 
He is Chriſt anointed of the Father to the great 
Office of a. Mediator—He is feſus, the Saviour of 
the World—Jzsvs ! a Name which ſweetly deſcribes 
his Infinite Grace, and every way ſuited to the Sin- 
ner's wants. We are guilty and polluted : But Jeſus 
came to fave his people from their fins*, O ye Priſoners! 
here is a Name ſuited to your necelhities and wants.“ 
— May the Spirit of God teach you to believe in 
him! For if you are ſaved, it muſt be freely, by his 
Grace, thro' Faith in his atoning Blood. But I 
haſten, 85 
Secondly, as propoſed, to take notice of the State 
of the World into which Jeſus Chriſt came. 
He came to a ſinful degenerate world.— If you was 
to Tec one emptying a full Vial into the Sea, and 
| | 2 the- 
+ Acts iii. 24. Matt. i. 2. Du 
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the baneful Ingredient was to turn the whole Oceau, 
and Rivers, and Fountains of Water into a deadly 
Poiſon, would you not be ſhocked at its malignant 
quality? Far more dreadful is the malignant quality 
of Sin. Its bitter fruits and effects are to be ſeen. 
every where. All things as they came from God 
were good, but by reaſon of ſin, this world is be- 
come a region of guilt and miſery ,—\V hat is the ſur- 
face of this globe but an Acaldema, a ficld of Blood? 
What are thoſe call'd Heroes and Conquerors, but 
the moſt ſucceſsful deſtroyers among Mankind ?. 
What is the Hiſtory of Nations, from the day that 
Cain killed his Brother, to this kour, but a tragical 
Liſt of Conteſts, and Struggles for Dominion of 
men enſlaved and enſlaving one another? What are 
bloody battles and ſeiges, ravaged countries, ruined 
cities, and heaps of ſlain, but the bitter effects and 
fruits of fin which reign in the breaſts of man- 
kind? How many hundred thouſand ſouls has the 
ſword of War cut off ?—How many millions are cut 
off by pale Famine, and the rueful peſtilence ! This 
Earth for the moſt part is inhabited by Iſhmaelites: 
Their hand is againſt every one, and every one's, 
band againſt them, Twenty years Peace is a rare- 
thing among the nations :— The Ocean of mankind: 
his but few and ſhort calms, and it is ſoon toſs'd in- 
to a tumult, and the outrageous billaws foam and 
daſh one againſt another,—Human Blood has been 
fireaming inceſſantly by ſea and land—Blood enough 
to cover all the Earth! Strange, that Guns, and 
Swords and the Inſtruments of Death ſhould become 
neceſſary utenſils, like the inſtruments of huſbandry 
or architecture, for rational creatures to defend each 
other! Strange, that's courts of judicature, prifons, 
fetters, 
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fetters, halters, executioners and gibbets, ſhould be- 
come neceſſary things, in a world that is called 
rational Do you not ſee how men are tearing one 
another to pieces about the triiles of time, which 
in a few years at moſt, Death will tear away from 
their hands? Alas! what burning reſentments are 


there in the. breaſts of the human race! what ſüllen 


enmity ! what envenomed rancour! what robberies ! 
what barbarities and murders! what tortures have 
been invented! what an eayer thirſt for blood! 
This is but a very faint ſketch of the hiſtory. of this 
world: - But is it thus recorded of mankind: in the 
Paridiſaiacal ſtate? Would innocent Creatures abuſe- 
and devour one another in this manner? would inno- 
cent creatures be thus actuated by malignant paſſions ? 
Did human nature at firſt come out af the hand of 
the glorious Creator thus inflamed? No: It were 
blaſphemy to ſuppoſe it. AD Au's Boſom was then 

the ſeat of heavenly peace, and love, and joy: but 
the moment he fell from God, his heart became the 
reſidence of war, wrath, envy, malice, pride, igno- 
rance and ſtubborneſs: And this 1s the true ſtate 
of all his poſterity. If the love of God and the love- 
of mankind was the univerſal paſſion of the human 
foul—this would ſoon put an end to the horrid vices- 


and impieties which abound in the Earth: It would 


then be turned into a: region of perfect benevolence 
and peace. But does not the ſtrength, the invete» 
racy of the oppoſite paſſions--of anger, wrath, pride, 
malice, and the univerſality of ſuch corruptions prove. 
that they are innate ? that we are all born corrupt ? 
and are from the womb in a ſtate of univerſal dege- 


neracy?—0 fallen, fallen Man! in what mournful 


{rains ſhall we lament over thee !-—The offspring of 
Og. God. 
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God are degenerated, and ** become enemies to God 
„ by wicked works — The whole head is fick—the 
&< whole heart is faint !” How juſt is that confeſſion 
in the Liturgy of the effabli/*d Church, There is 
no health in us!” The moſt curious piece of the 
divine workmanſhip in our world is ſhatter'd, broken 
and lying in ruins! the Crown 1s fallen from off 
our heads: Wo to us that we have finned ! O what 
a melancholy view is here! and it is by far worſe 


than we can conceive, We know the ſtate of the 


world only under the gracious government of a 
Mediator ; and imagination cannot realize what our 
miſerable condition would have been, had not Chriſt 


Jeſus undertaken for us. Exclude a. Saviour from- 
your thoughts a moment; and then take a view of 


the world, and what would it be?—It would be 
helpleſs and hopeleſs, under the juſt diſpleaſure of 
God to all eternity. —It would be the very ſuburbs,. 
the Mouth of Hell—an abyſs of guilt and black 
_ deſpair. Under the mild government of JIEsus, 


what mercies are ſnower'd down upon a rebel Uni- 
verſe! It is amazing what mercies even thoſe enjoy, 


whoſe hearts boil with enmity. againſt God, and His 
Holineſs. | | 


Who can repair theſe ruins, and raiſe the noble, 
fallen ſtructure to its original beauty ? None but 
Him that framed it at firſt—None can reſtore it, but 
a Gop MADE Man.—Which brings me 


Thirdly, To enquire into the Defign of CRRISH 
Jzsus coming into the world.“ This is a faithful 
„Saving, and wworivy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
« Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sinncrs, 


One 


© I | 
One might imagine, when he hears the Son 
of God came into the world, that it was in order to 
execute his Father's Vengeance upon a rebellious 
world; and to doom them to flames eternal.—He 
came into the World, — What for ?—To damn the 
World? No. He came to /ave :—To ſave whom? 
His Friends? No. He came to fave Sinners—yea, 
the chief of ſinners. O what a generous Deſign was 
this! how gracious! Here is a divine philanthrophy ! 
—an Errand worthy of the great IMMANUEL ! 
Had the brighteſt Arch-Angel been ſent with the 
olive-branch of Peace in his hand to ſignify the 
great JEHOVAH's readineſs to be reconciled : we 
ought to have received the glad Tidings with tears 
of joy, and torrents of thankfulneſs. But when, 
inſtead of ſuch a heavenly Meſſenger, that the SB- 
_conD PERSON in the Glorious TRINITY ſhould 
come and dwell in a Tabernable of Clay—come and 
abide many years in our miſerable world—not to 
exerciſe Dominion over Kings, but to wear out his 
life in the humble form of a Servant—This is beyond - 
meaſure aſtoniſhing !—O ye Priſoners in fetiers, 
and all that hear me this day ! Turn your eyes, and 
ſee the great Creator of men and angels! Him, who 
„ fſiretched forth the heavens like a curtain,” — See 
Him aſſuming the garment of our leh, and putting 
on the weil of Mortality - View the Blefled Rx- 
DEEMER, ſurrounded by all the Cherubs and Seraphs, 
contented to become a Man of ſorrows and acquain- 
ted with grief! Contemplate Him, ſitting eathron'd 
in light, infinitely happy in the enjoyment of his own 
perfections: Having all creatures, from the higheſt 
arch-angel to the meaneſt worm at his command. 

yet 


0) | 
yet for our ſakes, he came and endured the contr adiftion of” 
ſinners againſ? Himſelf !—-Conſider Him, who ſhall I 
one day come in all the glory of his Godhead, and 
with all the ſplendor of the univerſal Judge View 
Him, poor and deſpiſed, going about doing good; diſ- 
penſing life and health to all around See him ſub- 
mitting chearfully to hardſhip and reproach— pro- 
claiming pardon and ſalvation to the worſt of ſinners 
that came unto him !—He paid down the moſt ex- 
act obedience to the Law; fatiffied injur'd Juſtice ; 
and brought in ee Righteouſneſs ; which 
he imputes unto all who believe in him. 


H came and paſs'd through the moſt bitter ſuffe- 
rings in our room : He ſuffer'd Shame, Death, and 
the Wrath of God. Was there ever Shame, like 
His? He was born in a ſtable, laid in a manger, and 

| perſecuted in his infancy, In the courſe of his mi- 
niſtry, he was called by the moſt opprobrious names. 
—At the cloſe of his life, he was apprehended as 
a Thief: yea a Murderer and a Robber was preſer'd 
before him.— His Enemies pour'd contempt upon | 
all his ſacred Offices. They defam'd and ridicul'd. | 
him as a King, by putting a mock-ſcepter in his 
hand ;—They crown'd him with a crown of Thorns. 
inſtead of a royal diadem. To bave crown'd the 
bleſſed Jesvs with a crown of firaw, would bare 
been a vile inſult, and treating him as an ambitious 
Mad-man : but to crown him with a crown of Thoras. 
was adding unheard-of cruelty to their inſults.— 
Shocking Barbarity l- They reviled him as a Prophet, 
by hood-winking his eyes, and ſmiting in deriſion, 
ſaying, ** Prophc/y, who ſmote thee ? — They re- 
proached his Priefily Office, by ſharpening their 


tongues 
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WS tongues, ſaying: © He ſuued others: himſelf be can- 
not ſave.— He was disfigur'd with filthy ſpittle— 
His body was cover'd with blood and wide gaping 
u bunds: And at laſt was put unto the moſt ſhameful 
death.—But what added keeneſs to all his other 
ſufferings, He bore the tremendous wrath of God.— 
It pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him.” If any ſhould 
doubt of this, Let him remember the g'oomy ſcene 
in the Garden. —O Calvary, proclaim ! O Gerbjemane 
tel] the dreadful Tragedy !—JzsUs had no remorſe 
to diſturb his ſpotlefs Soul; for he was perfectly free 
from ſin. Vet ſee In his laſt Agonies, Fearfulneſs 
and Trembling came upon him !—Behold him proſ- 
trate upon the ground, in a cold night, and out of 
the fulneſs of his grief he ſays, My /oul is trou- 
| 6 bled—My Soul is ſorrowful, exceeding ſorrowſul 
= © ver unto death: Hark! He cries, © FATHER, 
Hit be poſſible, let this Cup paſs away !] So deep! 
ſo great was the wrath he now endur'd, that it extor- 
ted ſweat, yea bloody ſweat*, that his face and 
hands, and garments were {tained with blood. 
Tell me, O GABRIEL! ſor What was thy Name 
W that attended our Lord in his Agonies?] Tell me, 
W if thou cant, what he endured in that dark night? 
and what did you feel, when the Loxp or LITE 
expired upon the tree? — Vea, ſo inſupportable was 
the load of ſorrow, that it made him cry out upon the 
Cross, ** My God! My God! why haſt thou forſaken 
me ?—O my brethren, the vinegar and the gall they 
| gave him to drink, was not half ſo bitter as his Fa- 
THER's Wrath: yet for our ſakes, he drank off the 
very dreggs of that cup: The nails that pierced his 
| . 35 hands 
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„ 
hands, the ſpear that cleft his heart were not half 
ſo pungent as his FarHER's frown, He was rent 
with wounds, rack'd with pain, his nerves convuls'd, 
and his blood did flow at a thouſand guſhing veins : 
yet all this was gentle, when compared with the hid- 
ings of his Father's Face !—All the tortures inflic- 
ted upon him by men and devils, could not fetch a 
groan from him; but the diſpleaſure of his FarHER 
made him cry in doleful accents. And no wonder! 
for the fins of all that have or ſhall believe in him 
and repent of their ſins ** were laid upon him“ or 
as the Hebrexv has it, were made to meet upon him. 
—At his ſufferings, well might the angels be ſtruck 


dumb for a while—well might the Sun wrap himſelf 


in darkneſs, and the Earth ſhake to the very centre. 
-And here I cannot but adopt the Apo ſtle's 
prayer That wwe may know the love of Chriſt:— 


fnow it ——— ;—KNow, that HE loved 


. 


Long as I have dwelt upon this amazing ſubjeR, 
I cannot prevail with myſelf to leave it without ac- 


quainting you, the diſtreſt priſeners, and the chief | 


of {inners preſent, that this love of Chriſt is fee for 
You, and ready to be manifeſted unto your ſouls ;— 
Turn, O turn to Him for life? Apply to the great 
Phyſician : He, like the meridian ſun, will diſpel all 


clouds, and burſt thro' your Nature's tenfold night 


of fin; and bring life, and peace, and j Joy to your 
deſponding ſouls, 


He came ** to ſave Sinners, ſays our encouraging 
text, This implies, that we are 1% in ourſelves. 


We were loſt to God; becauſe Juſtice required we 


ſhould be given up to puniſhment, and God would 
take 
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take no pleaſure in us. We were loft to God juſt as 


criminals deliver'd up to juſtice are loſt to their fami- 
lies and country. We are loſt in ourſelves; our un- 
derſtanding has loſt that light which was in man at 
firſt; our wills are become ſtubborn; our affections 
by nature are earthly, carnal and deviliſh ; our appe- 
tites are unbridled, and the heart is like a troubled 
ſea, caſfing up mire and dirt t, We are involv'd in 
guilt and wretchedneſs, and conſequently expos'd to 
all the penalties of the law, and obnoxious to the 


wrath and curſe of God for ever. 


Should any one be unwilling to believe the doc- 
trine of ORIGINAL $IN, Let him conſult the Scrip- 
ture; That is clear and deciſive, If his doubts con- 
tinue, I would intreat him to pray for the Spirit of 
God, to implore its divine illumination to look into 
his own heart: Let him examine what paſſes | in his 
own breaſt; and then let him deny the doctrine if 
he can! — Mankind, in their unconverted ſtate, have 


an averſion to God and holineſs. —How ſtrong is our 


propenſity to evil! how ſtrongly attach'd to the 
world and its pleaſures Men are WIS E 10 do evil,” 
and witty to damn themſelves.—All the evil words, 
and evil actions in the world have their beginning in 
the heart ! | 
Who is able to deliver us from this dreadful ſtate? 
Here I may addreſs you in the words of the Ax- 
GEL, ** Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy: 
Iks vs came to ſave us !—He ſaves from wrath : 
He faves from the power and dominion of fin ; He 
ſaves from the guilt of ſin : © puLct nomen JEsu!“ 
(ſaid one of the Ancients) O beet Name of Feſus /! 
Ile faves, not only by the price of his blood, but the 
: C power 
1 { Iſaiah lvii. 20, 


1 
power . his grace: by ſending his Spirit to con- 


vince the ſinner of fir, righteouſneſs, and judgment, ” 
1 | | h 
He removes their Ignorance, and teaches them the 
will of God—He opens their underſtandings, renews * 
the heart, and writes his law upon their minds, and , 
: ; | | 10 
the ſinner is melted into genuine repentance for ſin. | 
He faves from unbelief, impenitency, ſtupidity, car- 
nal ſecurity, pride, blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs | | 
of heart; — from the tyranny of the Devil; from 
raging luſts; and from the King of terrors: Hence - 
we are ſaid to be © redeem'd by the blood of Chriſt ; : 
and redeem'd from our vain converſation ;* It is not : 


enough for us to hear of redemption by his atoning 
blood in general, but we muſt have ſalvation applied 
to our ſouls in particular. The image of God muſt 
be reſtor'd upon the ſoul: you mult be ſanctified, 
before you can enter the kingdom of glory, 


Now, ſhould you aſk me, How ſhall we partake of 
theſe bleſſings? I anſwer, That there is not a want 
which ſin has brought upon you and me, but there 
is an office in Chriſt to ſupply that want, 

I cannot proceed in this copious ſubject without 
having my eye upon you the priſoners, —You com- 
plain'd te me the other night that you were brought 
up in ignorance, And one of you complained that 
„you could not read a word in the book,*” This I 
confeſs is a juſt reaſon for complaint: But here is a 
word of incouragement to you, under a ſenſe of your 
Ignorance : : That JzsUus CHRIST, who came to ſave 
ſinners, is a great PROPHET ; he is able and willing to 
teach 


* He meant the Scripture. He expreſs'd himſelf 
in the uſual dialect of the county where he was born. 


| © #5 ] 
teach you: His teaching is divine; and can enlight- 
en you and lead you into all truth: Go to him by 
humble prayer, and he will make you wiſe unto ſal- 
vation. He begins his teaching with diſcovering 
to finners their Ignorance, which is a hard leſſon to 
learn ; but Jeſus Chriſt uſes ſuch mildneſs and gen- 
tleneſs with his Authority, that by degrees he ſub- 
dues their pride, and makes them willing to fit at his 
feet, to hear his words. He convinces them, that 
without Him they can learn nothing which belongs 
to their peace: And, let me tell you, the more you 
have of His teaching, the more ſenſible you will be 
of the want of him as a Prophet; and the moſt hum- 
ble and teachable, is the greateſt in the kingdom of 
heaven, An abiding ſenſe of your ſtanding in need 
of this divine PRoPHET, will make the apteſt ſcholars - 
in his ſchool. His uſual way of teaching and giv- 
ing inſtruction, is, by hearing and reading the word ; 
and in earneſt prayer for his enlightening Spirit to 
make the word effectual.—All that are here preſent, 
ought to conſider the time to be ſhort, —You that are 
under ſentence of death, believe yourſelves juſt upon 
the threſhold of Eternity.—0 caſt your pleas at 
the feet of Chriſt! He that effectually taught the 
thief upon the croſs, in a few minutes can do the 
ſame for you, —He has all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge: He gives wiſdom to the fooliſh : 
and can make the ſtammering tongue ſpeak plain*.” 
Go to him, and he will teach you not to reſt upon 
any falſe foundation, and will enable you to build 
your hope of acceptance with God, upon CHRIS 


Jeſus, our great High-Prieft. 
2 8 The 
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"The ParxsTHoOD of Chriſt is another of his glori- 
ous offices: He is our Prophet to teach us our guilty 
helpleſs ftate ; and to bring us to rely upon him to 


fave us from it, by being our PRIEsT. —We are all 


juſtly liable to the ſufferings znd death, to the wrath 
and curſe of God for ever, and we have no power of 
ourſelves to eſcape. —O how full of grace and love 
was the Heart of the great IMMANUEL : that he 
mould vouchſafe to become our PRIEs x to offer gifts 
and facrifices for Sin! Gifts that were infinitely pre- 
cious! “' He gave hizz/elf for us—He gave his life to 
be a ranſom for us He ſuffer'd once for fin, the juſt 
* for the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto GOD; 


lle died for our fins, according to the ſcripture : 


„He was made a curſe for us, that he might re- 
deem us from the curſe of the law, that we who 
e were ſometime afar off, might be made nigh by 
e by the blood of Chriſt.” And having finiſhed his 
work on Earth, he 1s gone to glory : where, as our 
great High-prieſt, he pleads our cauſe, and maketh 
interceſſion for us. O may God enable us all, by 


faith, to build our hopes cf acceptance upon THis | 


Foundation ! O let this be all your ſalvation, and all 
your defire Look no where elſe but to J Es us, and 
Him crucified. —Depend upon nothing elſe to ſave 
you from the curſe of the Law: The more you diſ- 
cover of the exceeding finfulneſs of your hearts and 
lives; the Merits of Chriſt will become more preci- 
ous to you. — Were the 1/-aclites ſafe from the ſword 


of the deſtroying angel, who had their houſes 


ſprinkled with the blood of the lamb ?—Infinitely 


more ſafe are you, if you have the application of the 


merits of IEsus CHRIST to your ſouls, by faith, —A 
| ſight 


— 
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nght of THIS, will make you mourn for ſin.“ They 
5 ſhall look upon Him whom they have pierced and 
« mourn.” And let me tell you all in general, and 
You Priſoners in particular, that thro' the atoning 
Blood of IEsus, you may come with boldneſs unto the 
throne of grace, and freely aſk for all the bleſſings of 
pardon and peace. In a word: All the bleſſings of 
the Covenant of Grace, 

If my time would admit, I ſe tell you how 
Chriſt ſaves as he is the great KING of his Church; 
and that he rules and governs in the hearts of all his 
ſubjects, and there ſways the ſceptre of his grace, 
ſubduing all evil within, and conquering all enemies 
without, by his almighty arm. 

But I muſt haſten to the Fourth thing propoſed, — 

To ſhew the extent of Chriſt's ſaving power. 

Now the Power and grace of Chriſt are ſo exten- 
five, that they reach the very carr of finners,— | 
There are no wounds ſo deep, but Chriſt can cure; 
% of whom y am CHIEF,” faith the Apoſtle, —O\ 
whom I am the FIRs T—THE PRINCIPAL+F.”” Our 
bleſſed Redeemer can fave the CHIEF of Sinners. — 
In what amiable and affecting colours is this Truth 
repreſented in ſcripture. The names, the fins, and 
ſalvation of ſome of the greateſt of ſinners are recor- 
ded in the word of God, And why? Doubtleſs to 
ſhew us what he can do, to the praiſe and glory of 
his grace, They are the TRIO of his n 
goodneſs. 


In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, this Truth is 
evinced in the ſtrongeſt terms: The fooliſh youth, 
who had been tenderly cheriſhed by his good parent, 
C 3 and 
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3 with innumerable benefits from his kind hand, 
notwithſtanding all the tender endearments ſhewd 
him—he revolted trom his duty, forſook his gra- 
cious father, and ran into the moſt ſcandalous irregu- 
larities, which were a diſhonour to his family, and 
deſtructive to himſelf. When afflictions brought him 
to a ſenſe of his follies, he began to return towards 
his father's houſe.— The Father ſpied him a great 
way off :—Inſtead of diſcovering the leaſt reſentment, 
the moment he beheld the wretched creature, he was 
moved with pity, —The compaſſionate father paſſes 
an act of oblivion over his crimes—and in an inſtant 
cancels the multitude of long continued provocations. 
—So ſtrong are the yearnings of fatherly affection, 
that he runs and receives the naked, deſtitute wretch 
into his arms :—Inſtead of reproaching him for his 
odious vices, he falls on his neck and embraces him, 
—\When this companion of harlots opens his mouth, 
before he ſpeaks, the father hears—and is himſelf 
uneaſy, till he has made the afflicted Penitent glad 
with the aſſurance of his love and favour,—whilſt 
the poor offender ſeeks nothing more than to be 
treated as the meaneſt ſervant, he is careſs'd as the 
deareſt of children. | | | 
* Where fin hath Dounted (ſays the ſeraphic Apoſ- 
tle,) Grace doth much mare abound, ” Py this, Mana/-_ 
heb, a monſter of barbarity and fin, becomes a child 
of forgiving love, and an heir of immortal glory.— 
Behold that bloody perſecutor, Sau! /—He once 
breathed threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the ſaints 
of God*.—So reſtleſs and inſatiable was his ſavage 
diſpoſition, that he even breathes threatnings and 
laughter, as natural as another breathes the air, — 


He 


5 
He took vleaſure in worrying the lambs, and put- 
ting to death the diſciples of Jeſus. Who would not 
upon the principles of human judgment, pronounce 
HIM a veſſel of wrath? who would not be ready to 
conclude, if there were heavier chains, and a deeper 
dungeon in hell than others, that they muſt ſurely 
be reſerved for this implacable enemy—But O ama- 
ning rich grace! This Saul is become a monument 
of the free rich grace of God—is number'd with the 
noble army of Martyrs,— and himſelf ſays in the 
text, OF awhom TI am chief] The Corinthians were 
once wicked to a Proverbt. Some of them wallowed 
in ſuch abominable vices, and habituated themſelves 
to ſuch outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a re- 
proach to human nature ; and yet even ſome of theſe 
ſons of violence and abomination, were waſhed ; were 
ſanctified; were juſtified, ſo as to become the Joy 
of heaven! 
I might prove this ond truth from the caſe of 
the thief upon the croſs, and many more, but there 
is one inſtance which exceeds all the former ; which 
exceeds whatever can be imagined : I mean, thoſe 
who murdered the prince of life: Of all men, Theſe 
had the leaſt ſhadow of an excuſe for their guilt ; tor 
| they were well acquainted with the exemplary con- 
Lerſation of IEsus:— They had heard his heavenly 
doctr ine — They were frequent ſpectators of his un- 
equal'd Miracles — They had the greateſt reaſon 
to honour him as the moſt excellent of Beings, and 
to receive him into their houſes, into their arms, 
and hearts. But inſtead of this, they ſeize his per- 
ſon—traduce his character drag him before a hea- 
then 


1 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, II, 
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then tribunal ; and put him unto a ſhameful death. 
he Sun was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene—— 
The Earth trembled at the horrid deed. And, why 
flept the Lightning? Why did not the earth open, 
and ſwallow them up? Why were they not ſent to 
ſuffer the ſevereſt torments ?—Shall theſe obtain for- 
giveneſs ?!——O the miraculous effects of divine 
Grace! Even ſome of theſe impious wretches were 
convinced of their enormous fins; were wounded 
with penitential ſorrow : They fled to the Sanctuary. 
of the Croſs :-- They had their pardon ratified ; 
and continuing in the apoſtles doctrine,” they were 
made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, where they 
now ſhine as as ſo many everlaſting monuments of 
diſtinguiſhed mercy, and enjoy the ſmiles of that 
Redeemer, ** whom once with wicked hands they 
crucified and flew!”—Well might the prophet cry out, 
„% Who'is a God like unto thee ; that pardoneth 
„ jniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion d? With 
« Him there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
„ redemption.” Yea this free rich mercy is offer'd 
unto you this day. He is as able and willing to ſave 
ſinners that come to him as he was ſeventeen hun- 
dred years ago. Therefore the Apoſtle affures us, 
6 that this is a faithful ſaying. This phraſe is to be 
conſider'd as a maxim of undoubted, indiſputable 
Truth. All ſciences have their grand aphoriſms, 
which contain much in little, and principles that can- 
not be oppos'd. This then is a fundamental article 


of Chriſtianity, that CHRIST JESUS came into the | 


world to fave Sinners even the Chief This is a prin- 
ciple that cannot be denied. This is a moſt momen- 
tous, comprehenſive, comfortable Truth; which ſhould 


a be 
$ Micah vii. 18. 


fave Siancrs ?-—-Even the CHIEF? 
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be frequently preached by miniſters, and cordially 


embrac'd by goſpel-hearers, without abuſe, — Tis a 


: | FAITHFUL Saying ;=-a molt credible Saying ; Fide 


Agnus: worthy of an entire belief, It is a faithful 
SAYING; as appears evident from the active and paſ- 
five obedience of CHRIS H JESUS It appears evident, 


W rom his perſon, offices, and character It appears 


evident, from his Life, Miracles, Sermons, —Suffe- 


rings, — Death, — Reſurrection, —Aſcenſion, and In- 
terceſſion. It is A MosT FAITHFUL SAYING—as 
it conduces to illuſtrate the boundleſs Grace of 


the Bleſſed TRINITY, FATHER, SON, 
and SPIRIT. It is a FAITHFUL SAYING, becauſe 
the experience of thouſands and millions of GOD's 
People have proved it; and found it to be a fa!thfut 
S15i1g, to their own ſouls :—And if *tis a FAITHFUL 


W $avixG ; Then tis worthy of ALL AccerTATION. 


This is a Truth that deſerves to be received 


W with a torrent of Thankfulneſs and Praiſe. — It 


ought to be received with the greateſt , 
But I haſten to | 


The APPLICATION. 
1. Did JEsus CnRISH come into the world, to 
Then let us 
| pauſe, —and wonder at this matchleſs, condeſcending ' 
grace and Lowe / 'Though he was the King of 
Kings, and Logp af Lords—He did not diſdain to 


take upon him our Nature, that we might be deli- 


vered trom the ſlavery of fin and Satan. —Tho' ! In 


Hu dwelt ALL the Fullneſs of the Gop HEAD 


„ Bodily ; Yet HE came Gown to Earth, and under- 
went Labour and Sorrow :* 


ve might fine Reſt to our Souls !—He endur'd Hunger 
| and 


HE toil'd ; That | 


( 


and Thirſt, that wwe might taſte the hidden Manna; 


Hz was ſtripped of his Raiment, that ave might 
be adorned with the Robes of Righteouſneſs, —T ho' 
His Riches were immenſe and unſearchable : "Tho? Hea- 
wen was his Throne, and Earth his Footſtool, yet He 
became poor and de/{itute of a place to lay his head; 
That wE might be enriched with Faizh and other 
Graces, and be made heirs of Glory hereafter.— 
HE became acquainted <vith grief, that we might re- 
| Joice with zoy unſpeakable. Tho' He is the ſupreme 
Lawgiver, and Judge of all; yet for our ſakes, he 


ſubmitted to be judged and unjuſtly condemned, at 


Pilates bar, that all his fincere followers might be 
acquitted before the awful tribunal of the great 
Jupct:—Tho' Arch-angels laid their crowns at his 
feet, yet he ſuffer'd himſelf to be derided, ſcoffed, 
ſcourged and ſpit upon; that we might be acknow- 
ledged, embraced, and preſented with never-fading 
glory i—His Shoulders, on which was laid the go- 
vernment of all worlds, for our ſakes, ſuſlain'd 
the infamous load of the Maleffictor's Croſs !—Tho? 
all the Angels of GOD worſhip him; yet for our 
ſakes, and to ſave us, he was treated with all reproa- 
ches—accuſed of Treaſon and Blaſphemy, that we 
might be made Kings and Prieſts unto GOD!“ 
O the unfathomable depth of the myſtery of Salva- 
tion !/—O the Heighth and Depth, the Length and 
Breadth of the Love of CHRIS H Jesvs ! | 


3. Is this a faithful Saying, and worthy of ALL ac- 
ceptation? — Then let me aſk, Have you received 
THIS FAITHFUL SAYING?—--Have you a part in this 
Salvation ? Have you experienced this to be a 


Faithful ſaying to your fouls in particular? Have 


vou 
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you been led to ſee yourſelves helpleſs and hopeleſs, 

E without a perſonal Intereſt in Cux IST IEsus? Have 
you been brought to the grand enquiry, ** What muft 


Ido to be ſaved ? Have you been brought to e, 


: feel, and confeſs that you ſtand in an abſolute need 


of this, great Phyſician ? Are you willing to be 
ſaved by free Grace, thro* RIS Infinite Merit, with- 
out any deſert of your own. | 

The way to partake of this Salvation _ 'd by 
Canisr, is by Faith: ** Believe in the Lord ] Es us, and 


| Thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Faith, which is the Gift of Gop; 


But the Act of the ſoul conſiſts in a hearty conſent, 
a full approbation of the way of ſalvation by I xs vs 
CurisT, as the only way by which ſinners can be 
ſaved: It is the ſtated decree of Heaven, That ** He 
« that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; he that belieweth nat 
& /hall be DAMNED.”——As I would not be decei- 
ved myſelf for ten thouſand worlds; neither would 
I have any that hear me miſtake the matter: And 
therefore, let me be a little particular. Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, is more than a bare /þecxlative belief that 


jeſus Chriſt died and roſe again. This is a Faith 
chat multitudes have, who never were born again. 


If you have received this as a Faithful ſaying, 
to yourſelves, you have been brought to a deep ſenſe 
of your own undone ſtate and helpleſs condition. 
If you have true faith in Chriſt, all your pleas and 


| excuſes for ſin are filenced. — All your high conceits 
of your own goodneſs are mortified. —All your de- 
| pendence upon your own righteouſneſs, or the 
merit of your repentance are caſt down ; anfl you 
Feel 1n yourſelf that you are at his free wo 
you have not been brought to this before, May 
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GOD give you to ſee it now ! The want of this 
keeps crowds of people from coming unto CHRIS r. 


If you are partakers of Chriſt, as your Saviour; 
you have been brought to ſee the Suitableneſs of 
Chriſt as your Saviour: You look to no other : You 
embrace him as your Lord and Saviour, You love 
him becauſe he is holy ; and becauſe he came to de- 
liver you from ſin : And you walk in univerſal obe- 
dience ; for true Faith purifies the heart. If the 
Thief on the croſs had hved on Earth after his con- 
verſion ; his life and converſation would have diſco- 


ver'd all the acts and obedience of a heaven-born 


ſoul. 

4. Are there any here preſent, that are INDIF- 
FERENT Whether they have an intereſt in CHRIST 
IEs us or no?---What! InvirrERENT whether thy 
foul is /aved or [o/??---Good Gob !--- What! Hadiffe- 
rent whether you go to Heaven or Hell? O Sinner! 
Sinner! Sinner! hear the word of the Lord !--- 
© There is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my Gop.“ --- 
dudignation and wrath await every careleſs ſinner that 
goes on 1n treſpaſſes and fins. The wrath of Gop 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all them that love 
not Gob, nor obey the goſpel of JESUS CHRIST.--- 
perhaps there are many that bleſs themſelves, and 
think their ſtate well enough becauſe they have ne- 
ver been guilty of ſtretching their hands to ſteal the 
property of another, I allow, that it is a great bleſ- 
ſing to be MORALLY HONEST; and would to Gop ! 
That all parents, and maſters of families were to take 
pains to inſtruct their children and families, and 
ſhew them the heinouſneſs of the fins of coveting, 
piltering aud taking away * s property and 

the 
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zggravated crimes of ſabbath- breaking, fwearing, 
lying, and kee ping wicked company. And, although 
I am perſuaded that there are numbers here who 
have not been guilty of ſuch atrocious offences, 
yet permit me to enquire, Have you ever been- 
convinced that you are all Robbers of GOD*? Have 
you not robbed him of the honour due unto his 
name? and attributed thoſe things to your own 
= fill and dexterity, which you ought to have attri- 
WW buted to the mercy and goodneſs of God? Have 


2 you not robbed him of his Sabbaths, by doing your 


own will and pleaſure on his holy day ? Have you 
not employed your tongues in talking of fin and 
folly inſtead ef honouring Gop? Have not ſome of 
you reſtrained prayer before Gop, and placed out- 
ward Reformation in the room of ſound Conver- 
ſion ?!——But, remember, O my friends! There is 
2 day upon the wing when the glorious Redeemer 
who ence appeared upon earth in the Humble form of 
a ſervant, to purchaſe ſalvation for all that believe 
in him, will come in the clouds of heaven, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him! He will come in all the un- 
created glories of the GO DHEA PD, and in all the 
gentler glories of a perfect man. — . The Lord 
© Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
© know not God, and that obey not the Gojpel of onr 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt||.” A little while hence, and 
his hand ſhall arreſt the Sun, and the moon ſhall 
be turned into blood, —The trumpet of the arch- 
angel 1 ſhall echo to the centre of the earth, and all 

D i mankind 
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mankind ſhall be arraign'd before his tribunal. 0 
ye careleſs ones, that are at eaſe, and deſpiſe this 
great ſalvation, that is freely offer'd to you now, 
what will you do in that day, when the ſhafts of 
rengeance ſhall fly abroad, and pierce your guilty 
conſciences How will you bear to hear the final 
ſentence, Depart, pronounced? Who can bear 
the thought of being for ever under the Wrath 
of Gop? Who can bear the fierceneſs of His Anger? 
Who can ſcreen a guilty worm, when ** the great 
and terrible GOD ſhall wwhet his glittering ſavord 
* and his hand ſtall take hold of Judgment ?” Who 
can divert the blow when his hand is lifted up ? 
Conſider, O confider this, All ye that forget Goo ! 
Save us, Almighty Redeemer ! Save all the peo- 
ple from a doom ſo dreadful! Would you be found 
at the right hand of the Judge? — Then repent, 
and believe in JESUS, — Haſten to the Ark ;— 


Behold, Now 7s the acceptable Time; Even Now is | 4 


the day of Salvation : /— Let me ſound the Angel's 
admonition in your ears, Eſcape for your life: 
% Stay not in all the plain, leſt judgment overtake 
you—leſt the flames eternal ſeize you and over- 
whelm you for ever, God is upon a throne of 
Grace, and this is is the language of his word—of 
his Providence, and of his Spirit, —** Turn ye, Tarn 
« ye, Why will ye die f'— 

But I muſt addreſs myſelf to you the priſoners, 
and then I conclude. 

You have complained that your fins 1 undone 
you. —Your Judge and your Jury have not ſpared 
you, —The Law of your country will not ſpare you. 


The executioner will not ſpare . — You have 
| tried 


* MN 6 
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= tricd to obtain a reprieve, but in vain. When I 
explained to you thoſe alarming words in priſon, 


„ Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
« Kingdom of Heaven,—Be not deceived : Neither for- 
© uicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, - nor thieves, 
4% gor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, &c. ſhall 
&« inherit the kingdom of Heawven*.” You were terri- 
fied. One of you confeſs'd that you could find no 


W reſt in the night, and that your fins grieved you 


more than the loſs of life, If this declaration is 
true, (and he muſt be a hardened ſinner indeed, 
that would play the hypocrite in your ſituation!) 


AF Let me again call to your remembrance what I 
have before related to you from the following 


verſes: How ſome of theſe great Sinners, by the 


grace of God, were converted, waſhed, ſandified, 


* and juſtified, in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by 
© the Spirit of our God ||\,— would not for ten 
thouſand worlds flatter or deceive you in this grand 
point. - But ſuppoſing that grief and ſorrow you 
lately expreſſed to be ſincere, Believe me, Fhere is 
room: for hope in Chriſt Jeſus.—— Believe me, * 
Did I fay ?— Nay, rather believe what GOD him- 
ſelf hath ſaid.—** Let the qwicked forſake his way, and 
« the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
6 to the Lord and he qwill have mercy upon him, and to 


our God, for he will abundantly pardon.j” Go 


then to God by earneſt prayer and ſupplication : 

Go to him in the name of ſeſus—Go, conſcious of 

your aggravated guilt and wickedneſs againſt God 

and man, Let not the remembrance of your crimes - 

keep you from the moſt ſpeedy application to Jeſus 
= | for 


* I Cor, vi. Qs 10. {! —ꝛ vi. IIs 1 Iſa. lv. 7. 


6 
for pardoning grace and mercy.— What tho' your 
crimes are of the deepeſt dye, and moſt enormous 
magnitude, tho? they are innumerable as the ſands 
on the ſea ſhore ; yet deſpair not, for there is a Foun- 
tain opened for fin and iniquity,—The blood of Jeſus 
cleanſes from all fin. — Es vs, the great ſubject of 
our text, is eminently fitted to fave the chief of 
ſinners.— He is completely qualified to reſtore cor- 
rupt, guilty, apoſtate, undone mankind.—Even the 
vileſt of the vile, not excepted. Pardon to ſenſible, 
loit ſinners, is written in all the Promiſes—His arms 
are open to recerve returning prodigals—In Him 


you may find a ſafe retreat, and no where elſe. —0 


Priſoners of hope! Let your hearts fly to Him on 
the wings of eager expectation ! Fly from eternal 
death, —Fly to him for eternal life, —Proftrate your- 
ſelves before God, and freely confeſs that you have 
broken his law in ten thouſand inſtances—Confeſs 
that you have triffed with fin, which is the ſting of 
death.—Confeſs your raging luſts and fierce paſſions, 
and bewail your being the ſervants of the devil ſo 
long. The chains of fin are far worſe than thoſe 
chains and fetters of iron which are rivetted on your 
body.,——Beg of Him who turned the water into- 
wine, to renew your hearts, and change the powers 
of your ſouls into his bleſſed image of holineſs, 
that hell from beneath may not move at your com- 
ing ; but that holy angels may rejoice at your con- 
verſion, —I ſee your tears flow very plentifully.— 
May they be tears of goſpel Repentance -O may 
they flow, not ſo. much becauſe you are to die a 
ſhametul death, but becauſe you have finned againſt 
a good God and a loving Saviour,—\V hat an awful 

R ſolemnity 
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ſolemnity is there in this throng'd aſſembly this day! 
—Methinks the whole congregation, young and old, 
ſimpathize with You :-—And indeed who can for- 
bear ſympathy and weeping ? But what ſhould 
afford you the greateſt encouragement are the words 
of Chriſt. Hear them: And may the ſpirit of God 
apply them to your heart,—** Come unto me all ye that 
& labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
&«& Ref :'*—Reſt, from the curſes of the Law; Reſt 
from fin ; Reſt unto all eternity. And, O gracious 
Saviour! Make thine own words Spirit and Life to 
all preſent ; and particularly to the Priſoners—Let 
thy love be ſhed abroad—Soiten and revive their 
oppreſſed hearts. Let thy ſalvation come to their 


Souls! Amen, Amen. 
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SERM O N I. 
The PENITENT THIEF*. 


LUKE, XX111. 42, 43. 
And he ſaid unto Teſus, Lords, 


remember me, when thou Ry into 


thy Ligdom. 


And Feſus faid unto him, V. yg [ 
fay unto thee, To-day ſhalt thou be _ 
me in parad! ſe. 


URIOSITY, I. . hath excited num- 
bers this day to come hither, to ſee two con- 
demn'd criminals attending the houſe of God Some 
I truſt have been actuated by a higher motive. 
May the Spirit of the living God direct the Word 
with power to the hearts not only of the priſoners, but. 
of all here preſent The words of the Text afford as 
illuſtrious an example of the rich, free grace of 
God, as any in the ſacred ſcriptures, I grant that 
it is conſpicuous in almoſt every page. The conver- 
fion of Mary Magdalen, the Woman of Samaris, and 
St. 


* This Diſcourſe was delivered at Ipſwich when Wilſon and 
Hainſworih attended, under ſentence of death for Robbery, a 
f:w days before their execution, April 6th, 1 __ 
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upon her. 
glorious light * exceeding the brightneſs of the ſun 


in the New Teſtament. 


ern. 2. 5 
t. Paul were remarkable. Yet it is not improbable 
but Mary might have ſeen ſome of our Lord's mira- 


cles, and heard ſome of his ſermons: The example 
af her ſiſter Martha might have ſome influence 
Paul was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a 


at noon day, He heard a voice, not of uncertain 


| application, but expoſtulating with him by name, 
8 ſaying, “ Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſ# thou me ? But 
the Thief on the croſs in all probability was deſtitute 
Jof all theſe means,—TIt does not appear that he had 
ever ſeen miracles, or heard preaching :—No daz- 
ling glory was diſplay'd before hs eyes! The firſt 


ſight he had of ChRISTH was in the /ove/? ſtage of 


his humiliation ;—when he was a ſpectacle of woe 


to Angels and to men, full of wounds and bruiſes, 
jointly ſuffering a ſhameful death with him and his 
companion, and betaveer them, as if Jesvs himſelf 
had been the greateſt villain of the three. 
Hence it is plain, that this paſſage of ſacred ſcrip- 
ture has been more miſtaken and miſrepreſented by 
many Commentators and Expoſitors than any other 
The Grace of GOD 
has ſhone ſo bright in this Inſtance, that it has daz- 
led the eyes even of good men. Let me therefore 


XZ crave your attention, whilſt I conſider, 


Fir, The Perſon who received this tranſcendent 


2 mercy, in his laſt hour, 


Secondly. Shew, that the Faith and Repentance 
of the Thief upon the Croſs were * and 


evangelical, on 55 
| ir 
* Acts ix. 


„ SN. 2. 


Thirdly, Take notice of our Lord's anſwer to the 
penatent Thief 's prayer. 


Fourthly. Guard the Doctrine againſt abuſe, and 
then apply. 


I. Let us conſider the Perſon who received this 
tranſcendent mercy in his laſt hour, 


r. If you examine into the character of this man, 
and his former courſe of life, That he was a Robber, 
if not a Murderer. He had flagrantly tranfgrefled 
the Eighth Commandment, ** Thou ſhalt not fleal; 
and in all probability, the Sixth Commandment alſo, 
which ſays, ** Thox ſhalt do no murder. — I am well 
aware that ſome have attempted to palliate the crime 
of this offender ; or at leaſt to ſuppoſe that this was 
the firſt fault of the kind he had committed. Others 
think, that perhaps he had been ſurprized into it, 
and might in other reſpects bear a tolerable charac- 
ter. But all this appears to be a groundleſs conjec- 
ture; for the nature of his puniſhment, which was 
ſeldom inflicted but on thoſe who were judged the 
moſt atrocious criminals, makes it more than proba- 
ble, that he did not ſuffer for a ft offence. Nor 
does he appear to be my a Thief. The hiſtory 
of thoſe times abound with the miſchiefs eommit- 
ted by public robbers, who uſed to join in confidera- 
ble bands for rapine and murder, and commit the 
greateſt exceſſes. In all likehhood the malefactors 
crucified with Ixs vs, were of this ſort, —accompli- 
ces in guilt, and therefore judged to die together, 
receiving, 


. 2. 


the 


SER, 2. .-:4 38 3 
receiving as they themſelves confeſſed, rhe juft re- 


1 abards of their deeds*, At firſt they both appeared 
to be a couple of as foul and hardy wretches as ever 
1 ſuffered ſuch a painful death: This is e 17 
| you conſider 


1 That at the firſt there appeared no mark 
or ſign of repentance in either. For, could any 


one think it? Thoſe abandoned wretches, nailed as 


they were to the croſs, and hanging by four great 
wounds in their hands and feet, were ſo amazingly 
fool-hardy, that when the Prieſts and Jewiſh clergy 
came to revile and mock the Son of God in his 
dying agonies, theſe monſters of wickedneſs did ſo 
brave it out as to retort the prieſt's blaſpheming ri- 
dicule. He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave.” 

St, Luke ſays, ** The thieves caſt the ſame in his 
& Teeth.” And St. Mark, ** They who were cruci- 
« fied with him, revilcd him, May we not defy all 
* the annals of antiquity to produce two ſuch har- 
dened ſinners as theſe, who behaved thus in the ex- 
tremity of pain and on the very brink of Hell? 
Moſt men are ſerious in their dying moments. 
— St, Luke ſteps forward, and in his Goſpel takes 
up the Hiſtory of the Thieves, juſt where Matthew 
and Mark had left it, and relates this wonderful 
inſtance of redeeming love, in the converſion of one 


of 


A learned judicious Writer obſerves, © It ſeems probable 
from the Hiſtory, that theſe were of Barabbas's Gang. They 
had- made an Inſurrection; committed murder; and were with 
their Ring- leader convicted and condemned: He, in diſhonour 
to IEsus, was ſpared; whilſt thefe his accomplices were exe- 
euted with Him.” 


} l " 
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of them. Here was indeed a fair occaſion to ſhew 
the Sovereignty and triumph of Grace ; contraſted 
with the moſt deſperate pitch of obdurate wicked- 


neſs, On the one hand, you may ſee that the com- 
; paſſion and infinite power of Chriſt were not dimi- 


niſhed, when his ſufferings were at the height ;— 
On the other, View the total inſufficiency of any 
means to change a finner's heart without the power- 
ful energy of divine Grace. O the marvellous lov- 
ing kindneſs of GOD in touching the heart of ſo 
notorious a finner, in the lat hour, and ſnatching 
him as a brand out of the burning !——Fhe Pro- 
phet Z/azah propheſied of the riches of Grace when 
he ſays, In the Wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and 
« freams in the deſert ;—and the parched ground fall 
& become a pool, and the thirfly land ſprings of water*." 
Rivers in common glide along within their limits, 
and keep within their banks : But there are ſeaſons 
in which they overflow them to water the dry and 
barren grounds at a diſtance. —So does} the grace of 
God: —He can make the moſt barren hearts to be- 
come” fruitful; and the greateſt ſinners to become 
the greateſt ſaints. | 


What an aſtoniſhing change was there wrought 
in the heart of this Thief in a few minutes! — 
He was converted from being a hie, to become a 
Saint ; and tranſlated from a cro/5 to Paradiſe Ho 
amazing the alteration ! A highway-man, —guilty 
of the moſt complicated wickedneſs, —condemn'd 

to 


v Iſaiah xxxv, 6, 7. 


T... Ca ny Ee 
„ Wn OI . 
VVV 


„ 
ET ON 8 
8 N 


7 I COR ae 8 5 
1 7 n 
2 n re Bp obey; 2 
— bad 5 70 . 


r e 9 8 720 i 17.9 — 3 . 8 
7/7 ²˙ A bo eat Wy bs RIS nds 


þ 


3 


SERM. 2. e 
to ſuffer a ſhameful death as brought in the twink - 
ling of an eye, to confeſs Cur IST, and believe in 
Him, whom but a little before he blaſphemed. 
n the converſion of this Thief, all the Perfection, 
of GOD ſend forth their radiant beams—eſpecially | 
bis Wispox, Powkk, and Mraxcy : —His Wiſdom, 
ln making two things ſo reverſe to one another, to 
'2 | meet on a ſudden. Solomon ſays, ** There is a time to 
= «<< be born, and a time to die; à time to plant, and a 
6 time to pluck up; à time tokill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time 
„ to aveep, and a time to laugh” *. All theſe contraſted 
things the wiſdom of Gop has joined together: 
They are all of them diſplayed in the work wrought 
by the Spirit of Gop in the ſoul of this malefactor. 
Behold him, born again, in Chriſt Jeſus, and dying 
to fin and the world ! Behold the Grace of GOD im- 
planted in his heart, and Sin eradicated !-—Behold 
the great IMMANUEL wounded for our fins with 
mortal wounds, and healing the Thief! Behold the 
body of death deſtroyed, and Grace built up !-—He 
weeps, and rejoices almoſt in an inſtant : He mourng 
on account of his fins, but rejoices in the good news 
of pardon and ſalvation. | 
2. Here is alſo a diſplay of the almighty Power of 
Chriſt, St. Chryſoſtom ſays, The converſion of 
the Thief on the Croſs, was a far greater miracle 
6 than the ſun being darkened, the earth trembling, 
„ the rocks rending—or the veil's being rent from 
the top to the bottom“ For what is the Sun's 
being turned into darkneſs, when compared with 
| f | the 
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the benighted underſtanding of a finner being en. 
 Aightened ? Or What the rending of rocks, to the 
ſoftening the Adamantine heart? Maſes, with his 
rod performed Wonders! Scarce any thing in aa. 


was above its reach: It ſway'd the Elements :— 


The Earth, —The Air, —Darkneſs and Light 
Lightning and Hail were ſubject to it ;—Yea, he 
waved it, and the ſea divided! But it had not 
power to change Pharaob's Heart. It is far more 


eaſy to break the Rock than the heart of a linner, 
The Power of GOD was farther manifeſted, by 


making this vile Thief an Inſtrument to pour con- - 
tempt upon the Devil, the Phariſees, and the reſt of 
GOD's Enemies.— The Converſion of the Thief 


„upon the Croſs,” ſays one of the Fathers$,” pour- 
© ed contempt upon the Devil, who was ready to 
© boaſt that he was a great Conqueror, and that 


< Chriſt had but twelve Apoſtles, and he had au 
& ont of them to his ſervice, perſwading him, 
© that it was better to be a Thief and a robber, 


* than to be an Apoftle.—Inſtead of Judas, who was 
&« a petty Thief, ſtealing from the Bag belonging to 
the diſciples, the glorious Saviour drew to himſelf 
& an arrant Thief, who had ſpent all his days in 
“ the Devil's drudgery.“ Thieves and Robbers 


are Satan's Heroes: But Jzsus CHRIST took the 
CHIEF of them, and left the Devil to his ſhame and 


confuſion, He made the thief to know more of 
Chriſt than the Prieſts and Phariſees, and his tongue 
to praiſe, whilſt they blaſphemed him. 
3. HEkREIN, likewiſe the infinite Humiliation, 
Mercy, and Love of Chnisr ſhone with refulgent 
luſtre, 


» St; dmbroſe. 
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juſtre. O how he humbled himſelf for our fakes? 
How aſtoniſhing was it, that IEsus ſhould take upon 
him the form of man; how much more, that HE 


ſhould take upon him the form of a ſervant 5 but abun- 
dantly more ſtill, that he ſhould die between two 


Thieves upon the Croſs ! He ſuffered himſelf to be 


apprehended as a villain, to be condemned, and to 
die as a Thief -A Thief is moreodious and deſpica- 


ble than other wicked men, becauſe temptations to 
ſtealing are often leſs than to ſome other fins ; yet 
he was numbered with theſe tranſzreſſors! — Was ever 
LOVE like this! Did ever grace ſtoop ſo low !—— 
What are all miracles, what are all myſteries in com- 


| pariſon to this? Could yonder Sun be degraded to a 


clod of the valley ; or the Arch-angels of heaven de- 
poſed from their thrones, and become inſects of a 
day; great indeed would the abaſement be! but no» 
THING to tine, O bleſſed JESUS! When the bleſ- 


fed IMMANUEL hung upon the croſs, he could 


have conſtrained the Seraphs, Prophets, Patriarchs, 
and Rulers to cone HIM, but he choſe the tongue 
of this Thief to do it; like Sampſon, who killed a 
thouſand of his enemies with he zaw-bone of an . 
This was a deſpicable and an unlikely inſtrument ; 
yet it proved his ſtrength abundantly more than if 
he had made uſe of the ſword of Goliah, 


When a tree grows crooked, and its wide branches 
all bend one way is to be cut down; every ſpectator 
will be ſure what fide it will fall; yet behold a man 


whole bent and practice all the days of his life were 
E _ 


* Phil. 2. 8. 


mmi 2 


Hell-ward, when he was cut down, he fell on the fide 

of the heavenly world: None but the glorious Ar- 
chitect of Heaven could do this! when he was cug 
down, he was a true convert. 


Which reminds me of the Srcond thing propoſed, 
namely, to ſhew that the faith and repentance of the 
Thief upon the croſs were genuine aud evangelical : 
which will appear, if you confider 


(1) That he dedicated a! that he had to the ſervice 
of his dying Lord and Saviour. His hands and feet 
were nailed to the croſs, therefore he could not 


make uſe of them in the ſervice of ri; but his 


ſeart and tongue were free, theſe he conſecrated moſt 


cordially to his ſervice.— The firſt queſtion which he 


propoſed to his fellow ſufferer proves that the ſpirit 
of God had effectually wrought upon his heart, and 
that his repentance was fiucere and of the right kind, 


| He had a real abhorrence of, and hatred to fin. It 


was this that prompted him to check his companion 
for his.crzel abuſe of the bleſſed IEsus: The reproof 
he gave his fellow-thief ſhewed his deteſtation of his 
fin, and his holy zeal and indignation againſt it. 
(2) He had a reverential, holy fear of God in his 
heart; this is implied in that ſolemn queſtion, 
Doll Thou not fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame 
© condemnation ?” Well then, the fear of God is 
the beginning of wiſdom, and a great part of true 


religion. It is one of the promiſes of the covenant, 


„that God will put his fear in our hearts.“ There 
is no fear of God in any heart till God puts it theres | 
This holy fear put him 


(3) 


Sent. 2 ( 39 ) | 

(3) Upon a frank confeſſion of his fins: J 
e indeed jufely receive the due reward of our deeds,” ſays 
he. He believed æuith his heart, and confeſſed with 
his tongne{ ; and theſe are the grand ingredients in 
found converſion, In his confeffion,. he teſtified a- 
gainſt himſelf “ ave receive the reward due to us; this 
is the way of the godly in all ages: I acknowledge 
& my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid 


fays the royal prophet. The Prodigal cried out ©* 7 


& have fenned : The Publican ſmote upon his breaſt 
ſaying, God be merciful to me a'finner $:” So the 
Thief made a frank confeſſion; here was no pallia- 
ting of crimes, he owned his ſentence was juſt, and 
the due reward of his deeds; and though the death 
of the croſs was terrible, yet being convinced of ſin, 
he ſaw no ſeverity in it, nor made he any excuſes for 
himſelf,—If Adam had accz/ed himſelf, inſtead of 
palliating his crime, perhaps, he would not have been 
caſt out of paradiſe :—Judas would have fared much 
better, if he had frankly owned, Lozp 7 i J,“ 
inſtead of artfully concealing his wickedneſs by fay- 
ing Lozp, Bit 1?“ 

(4) That his repentance was right, will appear; if 
you conſider the love that he bore to the ſoul of his 
comrade :: He had a ſtrong deſire to convince him of 


his fins, and would fain bring him to a better way of 


thinking.— The fear of God and love of Chriſt in 
the heart expands all the powers of the ſoul to ſeek 
the eternal happineſs of others. Thoſe who are truly 


converted are far from nonopolixing the GRACE of Goo 


Ez. to 


Rom. x. 9. | 
*-Pſalm, XX, . 4 "Luke, xPv,, 21, Luke, xvin, 13. 


4 SkERM. 2; 
to themſelves; No: Their great concern is, that 
| 9 s may be brought to the knowledge of Chriſt Je- 
fus as well as themſelves. No ſooner was the apoſtle 
Paul converted, but he preached the goſpel to Jews 
and Gentiles, and wiſhed even himſelf accurſed for 
bis brethren's ſake. He taught tranſgreſſors the 
ways of God ;—So this penitent Thief ſaid to his 
_ companion, D thou not fear God 9” As if he had 
faid, Leave off railing: We have ſinned together; ; 


„e now ſuffer together; O let us repent together, 
« and cry for mercy to him that is able to ſave our: 


7 


— 


„ ſonls from the flames eternal!“ 
(4) His faith in Jeſus Chriſt was very ſtrong; ; It 
may be compared to that of Abraham, of Moſes, of 
Haiah, or the Woman of Canaan ;,nay, methinks the 
faith of the penitent Thief has the precedency, and 
exceeds them all ;—That Abraham believed is. not ſo 
much to be wondered at, becauſe God gave exceeding 
.great and precious promiſes, directed perſonally, to him- 
felf 1: If Moſes believed tis not to be wondered at, 
. becauſe he ſaw the Bu/b burning yet not conſumed, and 
God ſpake to him as 1. avere face toface.—That J ſaiah 
believed, is not ſo aſtoniſhing ; for he was wrapt up 
in a prophetic vition, and /aw the Lord ſeated on a 
throne high and lifted up; He ſaw the Seraphims veil- 
ing their faces, in token of profound humiliation; 
He heard thoſe ſons of God, with ardour and lore, 


crying one to another, noLY | mwoLy! uvoLy LORD 


GOD or s ABBAOTH! And in conſequence of this au- 
guſt appearance, rhe pots of the doors ſhook at the voice; 
The ponderous and magnificent pillars of braſs tre- 
bled like a leaf; the ſpacious and beautiful houſe was 
filled 

1 Gen. 15. 
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SERM., 2. u,) 

filled with awful glory, ſo that the prophet was filled 
with aſtoniſhment and wonder. 
the three diſciples was ſtrong, They had the privilege 
of beholding the bleſſed Jeſus transfigured upon the 
mount“, and glorified ſaints in their celeſtial robes 
making him a viſit, and heard a voice ſaying}, ©* This 
eig my beloved Son; Hear him] Something like this 
might be ſaid concerning the faith of Paul, Nathaniel 
the Woman of Canaan, &c. But as to this Thief, he 
did not fee Jeſus on a throne, nor his glory in the 
buſh, nor upon the mount, nor in the ſcriptures, nor 
in his miracles; probably he had heard that Judas 
ſold him for a trifle ; that his diſciples had forſaken 
him; that he was deſpiſed and rejected of men: He 


heard the ſpectators around the croſs blaſpheming, 


and railing on him, and that it was exceeding dange- 
rous for any one to own him; He ſaw him indeed 
hanging upon the croſs all covered with wounds and 
blood, yet he turns his heart towards him, worſhips 
him, and puts up his petition to him, as the Lord 
of all, who had all thrones and dominions under 
him: he believes in him in the face of all difficulties ; 
Did you ever hear of a ſtronger faith? O the won - 
derful works of God! who would not truſt in him! 


Thoſe who ſaw Jeſus Chriſt raiſing the dead with a 
word, had their faith ſhaken, at the time of his ſuf- 


ferings, but this penitent Thief fixedly believed in 
him, notwithſtanding his rueful condition upon the 
croſs : no doubt but he believed the Re/rrrefion alſo; 


elſe he would not addreſs himſelf to a dying man. O 


what an amazing difference was there here between 
2 | the 


1 63. 


If the faith of 


F lfaiah vi. 1, 2. * Matt. xvii. 2, 3. 1 Luke ix. 
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(463 SkRNI. 2, 
the penitent Thief and his-companion ! His comrade 


could not ſee or be concerned about any life but a 


temporal one; therefore he ſaid, ** thou be the Chriſt, 
«6 /ave thyſelf and us. Temporal dehverance was all 
his care: and alas! how many brethren has this man 
upon earth this day! Many in our worſhipping aſſem- 
blies May God open their blind eyes !—O bleſſed 


faith of the penitent Thief! he caſt himſelf intirely 


upon Jeſus as the Almighty Saviour. Great was the 
faith of Daniel when he was caſt into the Lions den, 
but he knew that God had ſent his Angel to ſtop. 
their mouths, and they were ready to lick the duſt 
off his feet : But the faith of this man was greater. 


() He earneſtly offered his prayers to Jeſus Chriſt: 
The matter of his prayer evidently ſhews that he be- 
lieved Chriſt to be the infinite and eternal God, as 


well as a holy man; the ſame ſpirit that enlightened 


him to ſee his ſins, led him alſo to ſee him to be the 
Saviour, and as to his divine nature, GOD over all, 
bleſſed for ever, 

Says he, Loxp, Remember me when thou comeſt i in- 
« jo thy Kingdom!” a little while before, he called him 
this mau; ** This man has done nothing amiſi. Now 
he addreſſes him as LORD JEHOVAH,—Was ever 
faith like this? what! does he call Y% LORD, who 


was a deſpiſed, agonizing, dying man, whom he had 


heard the Scribes and Phariſees in Jeruſalem inſult 
and reproach, as the vileſt that ever hung between 
heaven and earth? And now to addreſs him by this 
glorious name, LORD! Be aſtoniſhed O Heaven! 


and wonder O Earth Was there any thing in that 


poor mangled body, whoſe face was more marr'd than 
q | any 


SER M. 2. . 
1y man's Was there any thing that could diſcover 
s this dying Thief, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the 
"= Lord and Proprietor of heaven and earth? Remember 
ue <vhen thou comeſt into thy kingdom ! not, thy Father's 
kingdom, but THY kingdom | even the kingdom of 
heaven, which our Lord had declared before Pontius 
Pilate that he was King of. And this the Apoſtle Paul 
calls,“ aviznefing a good confeſſion before many witneſſes." 
This proves CHRIST to be the INFINITE GOD: 
and this is the faith of God's elect, and the Thiet's 
faith; this is the grand foundation of all our hope: 
his faith was full, like that of Thomas, who cried out, 
my Lord and my God ! If he was not fo, doubtleſs our 
Lord would have convinced him of his miſtake, 
But the Divinity of Chriſt is a truth as clear as the 
Dun in the ſcriptures : It is a Truth that imparts 
unutterable Dignity. to Chriſtianity ;!A Truth that 
E lavs a moſt immoveable foundation for all the com- 
tortable hopes of a Chriſtian: A truth, which will 
: render the myſtery of our Redemption the wonder 

5 and delight of eternity. 

"3 Obſerve how he prayed - with what humility and 
earneſtneſs!“ Remember me, when thou comeſt to thy 
F< tngdom!—Remember Me.”— See how humbly 
he prays !—He did not ſay, Lord, Make me a 
citizen of the New Feruſalem: or Glorify me 
with the glory thou conferreſt upon them who 
ſerve thee.” Nor did he ſey, Put on me the 
heavenly Diadem:“ No, But, ** Remember ME: 
l deſerve nothing :—1T have not the honour to die 
for thee ; yet I have the honour to die qui, and 
% | 5 to 


John i. 3. Col. i. 16. 
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4 ceive: 0 Lord, remember ME! 3 


(44 ) — 
© to call apon thee, —lIt is the grief of my heart, th 
„] have not known thee ſooner ; that I might ſu. 
< fer the Croſs for thy cauſe, and thy truth :—If 1 
© had as many lives as I have hairs upon my head, 
© they ſhould be all at thy ſervice, and at thy call; 
«© I would ſuffer the loſs of them all for thy ſake, 
—— He did not cry out, Lord take away the 
„% pangs of death which I feel in my body :” No: 
«© To ſuffer is my deſert,—only, Remember me, wwhei 
* thou comeſt to thy kingdom, though that ſhould be: 
„great while to come; Remember ME, a poor wret- 
„ ched ſinner; Think upon e, a poor miſerablc 
« creature; Me, that have ruined myſelf; M, 
«© who am utterly unworthy any favour ; Me, — 
that have nothing to give, but am willing to re- 


Lash. His Love alſo was excceding great. This 


will appear, if you conſider, that he could not bear 4 
to hear his fellow Thief blaſpheming CHRIST. — 45 f 
He vindicates our Lord's Character : ** He has do: , : 
nothing amiſs, —As.if he had ſaid, He is not only BY * 
innocent of the faults laid to his charge, but in!“ | 
his whole life he has done nothing amis: He look d 
upon our Lox, as really he was, ** holy, pure, k 
* harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners,” —— | 
Love zs firong as death, ſays Solomon, —— Where 
are the Apoſtles, for whom thrones are prepared in 
the heavenly world? Will not ye reprove theſe | 
Blaſphemers of the Son of GOD? NO: —TuEsE ar? 


Aed for fear of the eius; Here ſee that there was 
| | an 


SERM. 2. ( 46-3 | 

WT 2:1 honour conferr'd upon this penitent Thief, above 
WT the Apoſtles; They were left to the match of 
their faith, to queſtion and doubt ; but this man- 
was ſtrengthened by the Spirit of Gop to ſtand up 
for CHRIST, when all had forſaken him. Did 
our Lord anſwer his prayer? This reminds me of 


of our Loxp's Anſwer : 


We read, that our Loxp ſaid to Peter, who was a 
great Apoſtle, Whither J go thou canſt not follow 
„ me now.” But to this man he ſaid, ** This day 
Halt thou be with me in Paradiſe.” He that ſent 
the fair-ſpoken, ſelf-righteous Ruler away ſorrowful, 
anſwer'd the „ deſire of a male factor at the point 


rable 
| 
o re- 


diſe..— Here obſerve 

1. The happy fate he was to enter into, namely, 
Paradiſo. Our bleſſed Lord - mentions the happy 
ſtate of true Converts after death, under the term 


Second Adam. The Firſt Adam, by his diſobedience 
loſt an earthly Paradiſe: It was loſt, not only to 
himſelf, but to all his Poſterity, as he was their 
Covenant-Head ; But CHRIST, as the Second: Adam 


The Garden of Eden was but a chearleſs deſert, 


— and all earthly charms are miſerable deformity, in 
PA compariſon of the heavenly world ! O happy State ! 
110 What language can expreſs the incomparable glory 
vas of IMMANUEL's s Kingdom! ' — Could ſome kind 
an hand 


John X11 32. 


The Third Thing propoſed, viz, To take notice 


«© This day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe,” '— 


of death, . This day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 


Paradiſe, to teach us to look unto ChRIsT as the 


opens a far more excellent Paradiſe to all Believers. 


— 


„ Serv, 2. 
hand draw aſide the veil but for one moment, aud 
permit us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe divine | = | 
Abodes, how would all ſublunary poſſeſſions become 


tarniſhed in our eyes, and grow flat upon our taſte! 


would captivate our ſouls, and engroſs all our facul. 


ties, There The Lamb. that was ſlain manifeſts his 
beatific preſence, and his faints live for evermore,— 
O amazing mercy !. Into thoſe regions of light and 
glory, our Lord conveys this poor wretch, as one 
of the firſt Spirits he had wreſted out of the Devils 

hands: And this was an earneſt, that by preaching | 
of a crucified Saviour, M1ri1ons of every age and | 

Station ſhould be converted, and ſome of the v7 . 
of ſinners ſhould be brought in. 


Pauſe a-while, my dear hearers, and look unto tile 
See him nailed to the Croſs, and 
yet dealing out a Crown, and a Kingdom to the 
Penitent Thief! Thus, as the Sun in the firma 
ment ſometimes darts forth his radiant beams emer- - 


bleſſed Jesvs ! 


ging from behind a watry cloud; So our Hering 


Loxp darted forth his rays of Majeſty and Grace 
on a dejected finner on the Croſs :—Though his ten- 


ples were mangled with the thorny crown, — His 
hands and feet cleft with the rugged iron, —His 
fleſh covered with wounds, ſmarting and agonizing 


in every vein, —and his Soul pierced with pangs of 


unutterable diſtreſs ; —yet, Then he proclaims his 


Power and Dominion ſaying, «This day ſhalt thou 
ge avith me in Paradiſe." 
 POTENCE to ſay, I wiLL, and THOU SHALT. 
Here was Me in Miſery And what muſic 


It is only for OMx1- 


Ms 


could 


One tranſient glimpſe of that conſummate happinefs 


ss. 2. 60 
Would be ſweeter to the dying Thief than theſe 
_ words! What Promiſe could be more ſuitable or 

ſeaſonable? It contained in it the greateſt happineſs 


Me o 0 

te! that could befall a Mortal; and now it waits upon 
3 * . « „ 

| a criminal, —at a time when execution had taken 
ef; 


place ;—at the approach of Death ;—and, when the 
horrors of Hell were OF to lay hold upon him !— 
O boundleſs Grace! 

2. Conſider the Company * was to enjoy; — 
& Thou ſhalt be auith ME,“ therefore, with all the 
heavenly Hoſts.— The beloved Diſciple, in his en- 
raptured viſion, ſpeaks of the Society of the Saints 
above in very ſtriking terms. That muſt be a hap- 
py company, where the Sairts ſing, Angels miniſter, 
Archangels and Principalities triumph, — Thrones glit- 
ter, Cherubims ſhine, and Seraphs burn with love. 
Bleſſed man! that was called from a crew of aban- 
doned infamous felons, to be a companion of Angels, 
bs r and to join with millions of Saints, who once lived 
a. upon earth, to be admitted to fit down with Abra- 
r. 4am, Jſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their 
„ Faruen! In yonder world are all the holy Pa- 
8 triarchs, not toſſed to and fro, as in their pilgrimage 
on earth; but abiding for ever on Mount Zion: — 
Londer are the godly Prophets, not ſubject to their 
eruel adverſaries, but wearing palm- branches and 


4 holy Apoſtles, and other ſuffering ſaints, men and 
Women, who paſs'd through ſeas of trouble, whoſe 
ou (5 Robes are made white in the Blood of the Lamb: There 


1- #7 they are as full of happineſs as their hearts can 
— | contain ;==Yonder are the tender infants, ſnatched 


ic ” from 


crowns, as emblems of Victory: — Vonder are the 
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5 * Ca) SERM, 2, 
from the Breaſt by Death, and the hundred and forty- 
four thouſand, ſpoken of in the Rewelation, not bleed. 
ing under Herod's cruel ſword, but harping upon 
their harps :—Yonder are the noble Army of Mar- 
Hes, not groaning under the oppreflive hand of cruel 
deſpotic Tyrants, but ſinging and ſaying, © HALLII- 
© LUJAH ! Salvation, and glory, and honour, and poaber 
& t the Lox D our GOD! —-— Vonder dwell the 
Saints of Gop, who departed this liſe, both ſmall 
and great ;—They have bid a final farewell to this 


vale of tears, the regions of woe, and the ſtruggles 


with in-dwelling fin; They “ are come to the City of 
the living God.“ Every other place leaves the 
Chriſtian hungry, but there he is abundantly ſatisfied 
„ avith the fatneſs of Gop's Houſe, and made to drink 
H the Rivers of his pleaſures *: Inſtead of ſighing, 


„ they are ſinging, and the melody echoes thro” ail 


the heavenly plains, O my ſoul, when ſhall I join 
the happy choir : When ſhall I ſee the happy day 
when 1 ſhall mingle with the triumphant Hoſt above! 


—Tell me, what were the thoughts of the penitent 


Thief, when he firſt joined the triumphant throng ?— 
Did he not cry out, Is it 7, that was once unjuſt, 
£ cruel and unfaithful ?—Am I admitted here ?—Ts 
it J, that was an heir of Hell—a caitiff in wicked- 
neſs—the firſt ſlave of Satan. — And am I admitted! 
How did the holy Company ſtrike their golden harps 
to welcome the penitent thief and praile free and ſove- 
reign Grace O what bleſſed Company do Belie- 
vers enjoy above !—But then, they derive all their 
happineſs from Jzsus; — He is the ſolace of the 

Saints 


$ Rev. | Pſalm xxxv1, 8. 
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SEIN. 2. te) 

Saints—** The Sun among ten thouſand Stars.“ Hea- 
ven, fays Auſtin, would be no heaven to me if 
Chriſt was not there. No wonder St. Paul deſired 
to depart: it was, that he might be with Chriſt. 
Phe favour and preſence of God on Earth is ſo won- 
5 derful, that the royal prophet ſays he abonuld not 
1 fear to walk through the walley of the ſhadow of death” 
if God was with himF, but in heaven they ſee him 
as he is, —but language is too faint to expreſs, our 
Ideas too contracted to graſp it 


3. Obſerve the Certainty of the promiſe which 
Chriſt made to the penitent Thief, —** VErILY thor 
ſhalt be with me” © VeRILY” He puts his Amen to 
it—the very Oath that binds the eternal God. 
Heaven and Earth may paſs away but not one jot 
6 or tittle of his word ſhall fail” his ſacred word of 
promiſe, whatever may obſtruct, or whoever may 
oppoſe it, ſhall be fulfilled to the very uttermoſt.— 
Who doubts the conſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, 
or the regular returns of winter and ſummer ?—and 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of God, or diſtruſt the ac- 
compliſhment of his promiſe ?—Yet he affords us a 
ſurer foundation for our faith than the fundamental 
laws of the univerſe; for Heaven and Earth may 
paſs away, but his word ſhall not fail. What 
ſtronger aſſurance can we deſire? hat form of con- 
reyance, what deed of ſettlement, were it left to us, 
ſhould we chooſe ?—Here is the word of a KING 
the King immortal and invilible, whoſe declarations 

F | are 


t Dr. Watts. + Pſalm xxili. 
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Truth itſelf:Earthly Monarchs may change their 
minds—Corporations may be disfranchiſed and Char, 
ers revoked— Even Mountains may be removed, and 
Stars driven from their Sphere But the unſpeaka- 
ble Mercies of GOD, received by faith, founded 
on the divine promiſe, are unalienably ſecure: 


They are laſting as Eternity itſelf, The word of 


promiſe which Chriſt ſpake, the dying Thief be— 
lieved; though multitudes treat God's Word as a 
dead Letter. And what may we ſuppoſe was the 
effect it had upon his mind? Why it huſhed all his 
fears at once: The peace of God which paſſeth all 
underſtanding took poſſeſſion of his trembling heart, 
and created an inſtantaneous calm in his ſoul, It 


had the ſame effect upon his troubled ſoul, as the 


voice of the fame Almighty Lord had upon the tur- 
bulent tempeſtuous Sea, when he ſaid, ** Peace, 


Be flill*!” The Spirit of God witneſſed the Pro- 


mile to his conſcience, and ſealed it upon his heart, 


and the glorious effect was Puietneſs and aſſurance 
for euer f. And thus you lee, that the ſame Lou, 
-who ſpoke unnumbered worlds into exiſtence with a 


4 FAT !” can renew the hardeſt heart in a moment, 
and make the vileſt finner a great Saint. 
But I haſten to the Laſt Propoſition, viz. 


To endeavour to guard the doctrines in the Text 


againſt abuſe. 


I might eafily point out ſeveral abuſes af this re- 
markable paſſage of * but my limits will 
admit 


* Mark iv. 39. 1 Ta, XXxXIi. 17. 
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admit of my mentioning but one; which is, that 
many make uſe of this preſumptuonſſy, to delay Re- 
pentance and a preparation for death. Moſt people 
- know the hiſtory of the penitent Thief, and num- 
bers pervert it to their own ruin,—The work of 
God in the Soul 1s uſually carried on in a progreſ- 
ſive manner; ſo that from the time the Spirit of 
God firſt convinces, untill the compleat Salvation is 
witneſſed in the heart, may be almoſt a Chriſtian's 
whole life. In the penitent Thief, the Work of 
grace was begun' and compleated in a very ſhort 
time ; perhaps in a quarter of an hour, and that in 
the agonies of death. But we have no other certain 
inſtance recorded, 'The caſe of 4chan the ſon of 
Carmi comes neareſt to it, though that is not ſo cer- 
tain. It is a juſt obſervation of our puritanical 
Divines, That we have oze inſtance in Scripture of 
the converſion of a ſinner, in the laſt hour, that. 
none might dert, and but ozc, that none might 
preſume.” But how common is it for men of corrupt 
minds, to abuſe and wreſt the Scripture to their 
own deſtruction ! Thoſe who live in uncleanneſs 
can readily quote David's adultery, but never think 
of his Repentance : And the S:wearer will put you 
in mind of Peter's curfiug, but not a word of his 
tears and bitter ſorrow for the fin. Know this then, 
the ordinary rule is, That as men generally live, ſo 
they uſually die. An ungodly, graceleſs life uſual- 
ly makes a miſerable End. The Voice of Gop to 
von is this, ** Noaw is the accepted time, Now is the day 
of ſalvation. — “ Hear, and your fouls ſhall live,” — 
GOD may jultly deny that grace in death, which 
"6 tho 
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zbou in life refuſeſt.— There were Rue thieves 
who ſuffered with Chriſt, one only repented, the other 
died blaſpheming: And if thou refuſeſt the calls of 
the Goſpel in thy life-time, thou mayeſt be left in 
thy laſt hours to the hardneſs of thy heart, to die 
blaſpheming with the impenitent thief.—Repen- 
tance towards Gob, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, are flowers which rarely ſpring upon a death- 
bed. The deſign of this remarkable converſion 
is not to encourage thee to go on ſecurely in the 
ſervice of the Devil to the laſt; but to diſplay the 
glory of Gop's free grace, and to ſhew how readily 
our Lord receives ſinnners, notorious ſinners, who 
were vile to a proverb ; 'To proclaim to us, that the 
miſerable and the guilty, who find themſelves with- 


out plea or hope, but what the goſpel proclaims by 


Chriſt, are invited without exception, and received 
without any qualification to recommend thein ; unleſs 
wretchedneſs and miſery“ may be called Qualifica- 


tions. Though they may have been the vileſt offen- 


ders, yet they are accepted in the Beloved, and none 
of their iniquities ſhall be remembered any more, — 
On the other hand, the Goſpel of Chriſt teaches 
throughout, that the moit reſpectable characters 
among men are declared to be of no avail in point ot 
acceptance with God; but in this reſpect, all the 
race of Adam are upon equal terms, and muſt be 
involved in the ſame ruin, without an abſolute 
dependence on the great Mediator. — This is an illuſ- 
trious peculiarity of the Goſpel, which the proud 
fallen Nature of man cannot but reſiſt and find fault 

Th with 


* Luke vii. 37, fo the end of the chapter. 
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with, till the conſcience is truly affected with the 


guilt and demerit of fin, The whole tenor of our 
Lord's miniſtry. was ſuited to depreciate the moit- 
ſpecious attainments of thoſe who 7 uſted in themſelves 


tbat they were rightcous,—and to encourage all, Who 


felt and confeſſed themſelves to be miſerable ſinners, 


to come to him for wi/dor, righteouſucſs, 2 | 


and complete redemption. . 
APPLICATION: 


1. HENCE learn, from the converſion of the Thief 


vpon the croſs, the tree diſtinguiſhing grace of God, 
who wWILL do what he will with His own, The. 


perverſeneſs of men ſhall not ſtop. the current of his 
love and grace. He will work, and who can let ?— 

Here were two of the moſt abandoned wretches that 
ever lived, both alike for badneſs, one ſhall be taken 
and the other left to himſelf, —Thus the Lord is 


pleaſed to diſplay his own ſovereignty ! If others 
diſpute and cavil againſt this procedure, thoſe who 
believe and repent, have cauſe to adore his goodneſs 


to themſelves. 


There is a day upon the wing, when every mouth 
ſhall be ſtopped that would now contend with the juit 


Judge of the earth. — The impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing will not then dare to charge him with injuſtice 


for dealing with.them according to their own coun- 


ſels and defires; inaſmuch as when the light of 
truth was ready to break forth upon them, they 
choſe darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their decds 


F 3 1 Were 


* Luke xvii), 9, 14, 18.— Matt. xix 16. 
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were evil. Nevertheleſs when we treat of Gop's 
Eleding Love, we ought to learn of the Apoſtle Pau! 
to ſpeak of it with reverence and cautionò, and not 
with that trifling arrogant ſpirit, which too many 
ſnew when they diſpute upon the important ſubject. 


2. From this ſingular Inſtance of one Thief being 


called, and the other being left to himſelf, you 
may learn, that the ſafeſt way for the Chriſtian to 
walk in, is between fear and hope. Fear is a curb 
to keep in Hope; true Hope qualifies true Fear from 
exceſs. Fear alone, without being temper'd with 
hope will make a Chriſtian feeble and faint-hearted, 
and like dejected men, who love to walk in melan- 
choly walks, ſo Aar increaſes the doubts of the 
dejected Chriſtian, and makes him. frequent ſuch 
paſlayes of ſcripture as tend the moſt to his diſcou- 
ragement,—How many fincere ſouls have I known, 
who have looked ſo long on ſuch difficult places as. 
Heb. vi. 7,—x. 26, and the like, till their heads 
turned round, as by a ſwift ſtream, till they have 
fallen upon the borders of abſolute deſpair, crying 
out, I have ſinned againſt knowledge, and there 
© is no mercy for me] whereas, if they had re- 
freſhed their underſtanding, by looking off thoſe 
places whoſe engravings are too curious for eyes 
ſo aweat as theirs ; they would find Hat in other pla- 
ces of ſcripture which would enable them to look 
more ſafely, as through a glaſs to underſtand the 
difficult part, and to cheriſh their Hope, —Horz 
13 


8 See Rom. xi. 23. O the depth .“ Words 
which expreſs the reyerence and aſtoniſhment of his 


mind. 
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is a proper balance to Fr ar :—Hope is as ſweet a 


| companion as the Chriſſian can have to travel with 
him. Hope of dividing the ſpoil fires the ſoldier 


with courage in the day of battle: The hope of 


' riches makes the Sailor to face the ſtorms at ſea, and 
plow the ocean in danger. True hope raiſes the 
| Chriſtian to an heroic reſolution againſt his luſts, 


and ſin of every fort : Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, 
He that hath this hope purifieth himſelf, even as he is 
pureſl. The Hopes of Heaven leave a blot upon the 


# w.rld in the Chriſtian's eſteem. It is no more to 


him, than the Aﬀes were to Saul, when Samuel 
anointed him King. It makes the Chriſtian active, 
zealous, and chearful. Fopele/s and Lifele/s go toge- 
ther; Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, ** Be ſober, and 
«© hope to the end.” Hope will ſhew you how good 
the Lord is; that his compaſſion is infinite, and his 
love unſearchable. The Lord beſtows peculiar and 
great favours upon thoſe that fear and hope in him; 


The Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe 


that hope in his mercy ;S$” His eyes are fixed upon ſuch 
to do them good. Old Jacob propheſied of /ſachar, 
that he ſhould be a ſtrong Aſs between two burdens, 
he could not miſs his road ; for the Burdens would 
be as two walls to guard him from going aſtray on 
the right or the left: So the ſafe way to the heaven= 
ly Canaan is between holy fear and ſteady Hope; 
Theſe are as two walls to guard the Chriſtian in the 


way. Fear keeps from preſumption on the one hand, 


and hope keeps from defpair on the other. — The 


thief that was 7% ſhould rouſe us up to fear, leaſt 
| | any 


$ 1 John, ili. 3. Þ Pſal. cxlvui, 11. 
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66 } SERM. 2. 
any of us ſhould come ſhort of the heavenly inheri- 
tance ;. the Thief that was /aved ſhould encourage us 
to hope, to pray, and truſt in Chriſt Jeſus, who.can 
ſave at the 11th hour, and who ſaved the penitent 
Thief, when the laſt ſand was running in his glaſs; 
yea is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him.,—The devil made uſe of every 
ſtratagem to deſtroy Job's confidence in God; He 
made uſe of. Fire from heaven to deſtroy his goods, 
and the bitter words of his friends on earth to diſcou- 
rage him; and in effect ſaid to Fob, Thou mayeit 
« totally deſpair of help from heaven above, and 
from earth beneath :—But what. faid Fob ?—+** The, 
he flay me, yet will Itruſt in hin*, St. Ambroſe ſays. 
that Deſpair is a more aggravated fin againſt God 
& than any other ;” not becauſe *tis the greateſt /in, 
but the awor/7 ſort to men; becauſe by it they ſhut 
up the. gates of mercy againſt themſelves. Proba- 
bly that Judas was guilty of deſpair, was a greater 
ſin againſt Chriſt, than his ſelling of him to the. 
Fews : for, when he. ſold him he poured contempt: 
upon his manhood, but by deſpair, he ſinned againit 
his Godhead, and infinite merits. Becauſe he could 
not forgive himſelf, he thought that the 'Loxpy 
could not forgive him. This was to ſet limits to: 
the Holy One of Iſrael. Hence the Apoſtle Jude 
cries out, Wo unto them, for they hade gone in the. 
«< wwayof CAIN S!“ And what was Cain's fin ? Why 
his capital ſin was in ſaying, My fins are greater 
«© than can be forgiven,” — This was a daring falſ- 
hood, The mercy of God is greater than all the. 

| | ling 
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fins in the world,—Deſpair is a complicated ſin; 


+ | becauſe it oppoſeth Gop in the greateſt of all his 


commands,—The greateſt of all commands is to 
bdlieve. When the people aſked, ** What /ball awe 
* do, that abe may work the avork of God? Mar 
our Lord's anſwer, ** This is the work of GOD, that 
« yo BELIEVE on him whom he hath ſent*, As if he 
had ſaid, „This is the moſt compendious way, to 
believe in-me, and receive me into your heart :*? 
This is INSTAR OMNIUM, Now, if /aith be the 
© work of God, Unbelief is the work of the Devil; 
and that which he had rather thou ſhould'ſt do, than 
drink and drab. Defpair is »#bel'ef at the worſt. 
2 Unzelicf is Deſpair in the bud; Deſpair is unbelief 
Pat its full growth. | 
DESPAIR has a peculiar way of diſhonouring God 
above other ſins, Every fin wounds the Law, and 
the Name of Gop through the Law's fide; But 
this wound is healed, when the penitent ſinner by 
faith comes to CHRIST. But what would you ſay of 
ſuch a prodigious finner, that when he hath woun- 
ded the law, is not willing to have it healed ? What 
would you ſay to him who has diſhonoured God at 
a high rate, and is not willing to have the dirt he 
has caſt in God's face to be wiped off? 
Miethinks I ſee your paſſions move, and you aſk 
3 with Jhajuerus, ** Who is he, and where is he that 
= 7rc/umes in his heart to do ſo ?”—T anſwer, Truly his 
adverſary aud enemy is this wicked DEsPaiR, The 
deſpairing ſoul is not willing that Chriſt ſhould make 
latistaction for the wrong he has done to God: 
| therefore 


* 1 John, vi, 29. 
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therefore in Deſbair, there is much infernal Pride: 
He ſcorns the Surety.— Deſpair brings an ill report 
of God and Chriſt,  Tremble therefore at Deþair, 


3. You may learn from hence that Afiurance of ile 
dome of God is attainable in this life. We are exhor- 
ted to make our calling and election ſure; and the 
very exhortation implies that the bleſſing is attaina- 
ble. David prayed, ** Say wnts my ſoul that thou art 
my ſalvation.” The beloved Diſciple wrote to various 
ranks of believers that they might now that their in; 
avere forgiven, And how did the godly in all ages 
know this ?—It' was by the Hirit of GOD awitne/- 
Aug with their ſpirit, that they are born of God, —If 
repentance and remiſſion of fins are to be preached to 
all nations, would it not be very ſtrange if nobody 
knew this remiſſion, as well as know that they belie- 
ved or repented ? Even the Thief on the croſs expe- 
rienced it: And it is the duty and privilege of every 
Chriſtian to preſs after This, to Au that they are 
paſſed from death unto lifts. 


4. Learn hence, that the Lord gives to every ſin- 
cere ſecker more than he aſks, Fo/eph intreated his 


 fellow-priſoner, when he was ſet at liberty to re- 


member him when he waited upon Pharaoh; but he 
was two whole years before he remembered 7o/ep/, 
though he promiſed fair when in priſon. But not 
ſo are the dealings of God. Abraham deſired but a 
ſon; And he had not only a fon, but ſuch an one 
as from him ſprung the incarnate IMMANUEL.— 
Facob deſired to keep Benjamin, for he did not ex- 
pect to ſee 70%; but he ſaw Benjamin and Fo/ep/ 


© 


together 
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together. Solomon begged wiſdom to rule the peo- 
ple; and God gave him wiſdom and a thouſand other 
bleſſings. Hezekiah begged but a little time to live, 
God gave him fifteen years. The ſervant that owed 
ten thouſand talents, begged for time, but his Lord 
frankly forgave him all. The penitent Thief begged 
only to be remembered; but behold he had Paradiſe 
given him! He requeſted but the crumbs; but the 
Lord admitted him a gueſt at the heavenly feaſt in 
the New Feriſalem; He would have thought it an 
inexpreſſible Faworr to be admitted after a thouſand 
years; but ſays our Lord © This day ſhalt thou be avith 
me.” Grace and glory. crowded in upon him at 
once. Remember me, ſaid he, and the Lord anſ- 
wered him inſtantly.,—O happy man! He had the 
favour of a mercitul Judge indeed !—He ſet him at 
liberty from the bondage of fin, and in a little time 
delivered him out of all forrow.—It is the manner 
of our God to give abundantly more than. we can 
aſk or think.—This is his manner to this very day.— 


Laſtly. From the extraordinary converſion of the 


Tief upon the croſs, we may learn not to deſpair of 


the converfion of the vile ſinner. When Paul 
was guilty of Stephen's innocent blood, the Church 
had little or no hopes of his converfion 3 “ yet,“ 


as St. Auſtin ſays, Even He that ſent Stephen be- 
fore, was ordained to follow after.” — What was 


it that Szephen prayed for? ** Lord, ſaid he, lay not 
this fin to their charge!“ The Prayer fled ſwiftly to 
Heaven, and was heard by a prayer-hearing Gov, 


and the Church was ſoon bleſt with the Converſion 


of Haul. Paul in 2 his fury helped to make Stephen 
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n Martyr; O wonderful Grace! this ſame Man be- 
came a Martyr for CHRIST. He that conſented to 


| ſhed a good man's blood out of falſe zeal againſt 


Chriſt, did after this, yield his own blood to be ſhed 


in true zeal for Chriſt! Of whom then ſhould 


we deſpair? Why will you deſpair of the conver- 
fion of the vileſt finner upon earth? We know not 
a greater ſinner than Saul of Tarſus : for he was a 
Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, and injurious; yet we 
know not a greater Convert, or a more eminent Apoſ- 
tle,—The fouleſt rags caſt on a dunghill, or fit only 
tor the fire, yet of them the curious Artizan can 
make fine Paper fit to adorn a royal chamber, or fit 
for Kings to write their beſt laws upon.—So the 
great KING of Heaven often writes his Law upon 
the hearts of the vileſt ſinners, and makes them the 
greateſt ſaints, A leprous ſinner, far more ſpotted 
than Naaman the Syrian, may be waſhed clean, in 
& the fountain that was opened for fin and uncleanneſs.” 


— The barren Jig-tree may be recovered, The aui 


Olive, by new grafting, may bear excellent fruit.— 
The unhappy Youth, may become a good Man :—A 
foul Morning may produce a fine Day. There is 
no wound ſo deſperate, but it may be healed, if the 
Phyſician of Heaven will undertake the cure.—0 


Sinners, here is a wide door of Hope thrown open 


in the Goſpel for yo to turn in and be ſaved !— 
Lord, Make them good that are not, and make them 
better that are, for the fake of an Almighty Saviour! 


And now let me turn to Y, Ye poor condemn'd 
PRISONERS | 1 had you in my eye all the time I was 
ſpeaking, 


ni we Ws, „ 
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ſpeaking: O may the ſpirit of Gop fet the word 
home upon your hearts your time is ſhort, very 
ſhort ; 'tis fixed, A few days ago you ſtood before 
an carthly Judge; your crimes were proved upon you; 
you were ca and condemned according to the law of 
your country; you are left without any hopes of a 
Reprie ve from an earthly King, and the day of exe- 
cution is haſtening on apace ! — Excuſe me, my 
dear hearers, if tears interrupt my ſpeech wan 
my heart is full. — a 


Let me again remind you, That you will ſoon 
be called to ſtand before a Bar which is z ½nitely 
more tremendous than that before which you ſtood 
this day ſe'nnight, What was your appearing before 
the Judge in a court of judicature upon earth, when 
compared with the appearance you muſt make in a 
few days, before the Tribunal of a Heart: ſcarching 
God !—How dreadful is it for an unconverted fins 
ner to ſtand before tat awful Tribunal! Conſider 
the ſtate of ſuch! Every thing conſpires to increaſe 
their ſorrow. If they look backward, fins unrepen- 
ted of ſtare them in the face, Mercy ſlighted con- 
founds them, and the day of grace is ended! They 
look forward, — There they ſee the righteous Judge 
the dreadful tribunal, and a moſt ſolemn reckon- 
ing! If they look 7zward, there Conſcience, ſtron- 
ger than ten thouſand witneſſes, teſtifies againſt them, 
and ſharpens their anguiſh, In their life-time, 
they deſpiſed all religion, turned the deaf ear to all 
the offers of Mercy, and rhe terrors of the Lord 
they treated with ridicule :—Now, the great and 
z03v inexorable Judge will laugh at their calamity, 

and 
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Aud mock when. their fear cometh,—Now they appear 

before the Bar :—'They ſtand ſpeechleſs ; being over- 
whelmed with guilt, and marked with infamy, be- 

tore the Angels of light.—O How will their hearts 

.endure the ford of divine Indignation when the 

ntence is pronounced, — ** DART, ye curſed ! 

into euerlaſting fire ! —0 how will the wretches 

fcream with wild amazement, and rend the very 
heavens with their cries ! —Where—How—Whence 

can they find help ?—Friends and acquaintances 
know them no more; Heaven and earth abandon 

them to their appreaching doom !—The wwicked /ha!! 
be driven exvay in their <yickedneſ5, and plunged, not 
in the forrews of a moment, or the tortures of an 
hour, but into all the reſtleſs agonies of zaqguencha- 
ble fire, and everlaſting deſpair, —O miſery of miſe- 
ries Too ſhocking for reflection to dwell upon !— 
And if ſo, what muſt it be to feel it? This is the 
portion of Sinners that die in their fins : This—and 
infinitely worſe than language can deſcribe. 

But yeu, my fellow finners, are yet within the 
reach of hope ;—Let thoſe chains of iron which you 
have about you be the means to lead you to ſee the 
far avorſe chains of fin and fetters of iniquity ;—The 
door of mercy is yet opened for yoz.,—Your expreſ- 
ſions to me in the priſon ſigni fied that you ſtrongly 
relented your paſt conduct: But give me leave till 
to deal plainly with you: Have you been convinced 
of your finful nature? Are your fins really grievous 
to you ? Is the burden of them intolerable ? Have 
you been brought to ſee your caſe helpleſs and hope- 

lefs, like the Thief on the Croſs, without a Sawiovr ? 
Has that grand enquiry been the ſecret workings: of 
| | your 
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your hearts, “ avhat muft do to be ſaved ? Do yow 
ſee, feel, and confeſs that you abſolutely ſtand in 
need of a divine Phyſician, an almighty Redeemer 7 


A conviction of /n is of the utmoſt importance, for 


FB> 


nothing but an affecting ſenſe of its heinouſneſs can 
make Jzsvs CHRIST deſirable? Do you ſee the ne- 
ecfiity of the Spirit of God to help you and to teach: 
vou? Have you-been convinced of the fin of unbe- 
Hef? This is the leading ſin the fnning in; — tis 
like Ferohoam the ſon of Nevat that taught and made 
Iſ-acl to ſin; —ſo does aubelie, as it were, teach and 
lead the whole ſoul to fin.. 

Your unhelief perſuaded you; that it was no fin to 
covet, —at laſt you ventured to lay hands on the pro- 
perty of others. —You told me that you often broke 
the Sabbath; Unbelief makes men Sabbath-breakers, — 
God commands us to keep holy. his Sabbaths; unbe- 
lief ſays, —no, take your pleaſure, there is no harm: 
God declares that ſinners ſhall be damned who believe 
not the truth;;—unbelief ſays, * tis not true: — The 
{cri pture ſays, he that belicveth not, Mall be damned ;— 
but an unbeliever minds it not: You were aſhamed. 
when your felony was found out,—but have you 
been humbled before God, who knows. all the ſecret, 
vain thoughts and evil-intentions of your heart ?— 
You were. ſhocked when your fetters were put on, 
but did you tremble before God, to think of the 
priſon of hell, where all impenitent ſinners go after 
death? have you been convinced of the neceſſity of 
a new heart? The Loxp has openly declared, cæcept 
ve be converted, you cannot center the kingdom of heaven, 
You have been induſtrious to get friends to procure 
a pardon for you ;—in this you did well: But have 
| '& © you 
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you proſtrated yourſelves before the Lord in ſecret, 
feeking pardon in the name of IEs us, looking to 
I Es vs alone as the only Saviour ?—looking off from 
felt, and all mankind, and with heart- breaking ſorroiyy 
ſaying with the penitent Thief, each of you for Him- 
elf, Remember nic, Lord, me a rebel, a polluted, ſin- 
ful wretch !—When. your friends had ſought means 
to ſave you, they returned and brought you the lan- 
guage of deſpair, that there was no hope; —this 
funk your ſpirits, and made you melancholy :— But 
I have a commiſſion from the EAT GOD to tell 
vou, He that believeth jhall be ſaved, And there is 
joy in heaven over every ſinner that repenteth; — I have 
a commiſſion to tell you, Alt of the King of Hea- 
ven, and it ſhall be given yo And the prince of 
peace hath aſſured you, He that cometh wnto me I 
& quill in no wiſe caſt out. The way to come to him 
is by believing in him, and to deſpair of ſalvation in 
yourſelves. Come to him then by earneſt prayer and 
fupphcation.: come to him juſt as the Thief upon 
the Croſs came to him, miſerable and guilty, with- 
out any plea or hope in yourſelres, We have many 
inſtances in this book, of the vileſt of finners having 
been ſaved in this way; and indeed there is ber 
way ſince the fall: — Be your iniquities like illions 
of Talents, yet in JEsv's ateniag blood there is a fu! 
payment for them all :—Altho* you were chargeable 
| with the vil deeds that have been committed 1n 
every age, yet if you believe in Jxsus, his blood will 
cleanſe you from all fin; and it is impoſſible for the 
humble penitent to confide in him too ſteadily ;— 
e Turn to this Strong Hol, we . Priſoners. of 
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ON THE LOSS. OF THE SOUL. 


Marr. xvi. 26. 


For What is a man profited, if he 
all gain the whole mag and loſe his 


in in exchange for his Soul ? 


much pains about it, while others of the ſame pro- 
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[ 3 preach for Eternity; and you ought. to Scar for 
- 1 Eternity. — And as to gon, the two Priſoners, this is 


* Xegxes, 


523 
Eyes 


at Pe. of Hainſworth and Wilſon, April 22. 1769. 


n Seal. ? Or What iſhall a man give 


Famous Painter* having f. pent much time, and 
exerted the utmoſt of his ſkill in finiſhing 
à curious Piece, being aſked why he he took /o 


feſſion finiſhed their performances in much 1efs time, 


made this Laconic reply: ETERNITATI PENGO.. 
T paint for Eternity. —80 JI may truly ſay, that I 


tlie laft Sermon you | ſhall hear on this fide Zrerniy, . 
6 3 The 


t This Sermon was preached on Riiſhmere Heath, near Ipfwichz i 
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he importance of the Subject requires the atten- 


— 


tion of all here preſent. I have read of a lear- 
ned Preceptor to one of the Kings of Portugal, who 
counſel'd his royal Pupil. to repeat this Text to him- 
ſelf, and ſpend one quarter of an hour every day in 
meditating upon it. This was good counſel ; And 
I am ſure it would be of ſervice to every one, to go 
ard do likewiſc, 


Our Lord in the foregoing words lays down the 


Ferms upon which all his Diſciples mult follow him; 
« Hany one will come after me, let him deny himſelf ;”* 
i, e. Let him renounce him/elf, his carnal reaſon ; 
his /nful affedtions and appetites; renounce his ſinful 
aims, ends and ſelf-righteouſneſs,. and let him follow 
me. Valentinian the Emperor ſaid, ** that the great- 


eſt victory he ever obtained was to deny himſelf,” — 


Of all Slaveries none ſo grievous, as to be a Slave to 
one's own Luſts and Paſſions. | 

Another Term, our Lord lays.down is, © that 
we mult take up the cro/5,” Where finful-/elf and righ- 


tous ſelf is renounced, the Croſs is eaſily born: We 
mall then patiently bear whatever croſſes or trials 


meet us in the way. ** We muſt drink of God's 
cup of affliction iI, ſaith Bradford, the Martyr, 
and if we refuſe it we are in danger to drink of the 
dregs with the wicked. When God bids us yoke, 
he is the wiſeſt, who yields his neck to it.” We 
muſt follow Chriſt in all his imitable perfections; 
follow him without hefitation; and not leap over 
the hedge of his commands, to avoid the rough way of 
Hiction. God hath predeſtinated us 70 be. confor- 
ed to the Image of his. Son ;; We muſt be like 


Him, 


Rom, viii, 29. 
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4 MIM. Plato went ſtooping; and his b account - 
- ed it an ornament to go like him: And ſhall we not 
account it an honour to be meek and lowly of heart 
like Chriſt > *© Whoſoever will ſave his life, fhall looſe 


t: We muſt not be parſimonious of life, if 
ZZ Chriſt calls us to part with it, —Man is naturally a 


ute: loving creature. What man is he that deſireth 


not life? * Aſk the dying man before us: — Is not 


7 life dear? Life is ſweet, and every creature makes 
much of it, from the higheſt angel to the loweſt 


worm; but life itſelf with God's diſpleaſure is worſe 
than death; and death in hzs favour, is true life. 


If you would fave your lives by forſaking the truth, 
it is the only way to looſe them. Our Lord in effect 
ſays, ** If you be willing to 4% your lives for my 
ſake you ſhall ave them. He that forſakes Chriſt 
to preſerve a temporal life and avoid a temporal death 
will certainly come ſhort of eternal life. Thou- 
EZ fands have loſt their lives for Chriſt's ſake, in doing 


his work ;—by labouring fervently for his name; 
PZ In /»fering work, by chooſing rather to die, than to 


deny him and his truth.—Chriſt's holy Religion is 
handed down to us ſealed with the blood of thou- 
ſands: And it is infinitely better to have the favour 
ot God with. the loſs of this life, than to be crowned 
EZ with all the glories of this world and be loſt at laſt, — 
= © Por <vhat is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
& world and Joſe his own foul?” If there could be 


ſuch a bargain made, that a man might have the 


whole world for the fale of his foul, he ſhould for all 
that be the greateſt Looſer : Or, aubas. ſhall a man 
« give in exchange for his ſoul?” This queſtion 


includes a figure which Rhetoricians call Litotes : 
; 1s Cs 


7 

; 
5 
ig 
+ 
i 
4 
1 
17 
þ 
6 


* 9 £5 


ITS. Te ne 
— Ez | - 3s a : 


6E SE NM. z. 


1. e. More is meant than is expreſſed.— The mean. 
ing is, that you would be ſo far from getting any 
profit, that you would undergo the greateſt loi 
imaginable, and would ſuffer the greateſt damage 
and detriment that you are capable of. 

In improving this Subject on this ſolemn oc- 
caſion, I ſhall endeavour to ſnew, 


I. That the Soul is exceeding precious. 

II. What is meant by 4% ing the Soul. 

III. Point out the cauſes why ſo many /oo/e their 
fouls tor ever, and then apply. 


I. That the Soul is exceeding precious. This will 


appear, if you conhider, 
1. The excellency of its original. 


« There is a ſpirit in man, faith the inſpired Pen- 
man; and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth his 
zunder/tanding*.”” The Soul is of. a noble deſcent: 
It came from the FATHER of ſpirits, ** God created 
man in his own.:mage :. In the image of God created he 
Never was there more expreſſed. in. ſo few 
words! There is a great deal of curious embroidery 
in the compoſition of the body, that we have reaſon 
to ſay with the royal Prophet, abe are fearfully ard 
<vorderfully made !—But the body is. but tie ſheath, 
—a caſket for the Jewel; yet the human body does 
not more excel other viſible creatures, than the ſoul 
does excel the body.—The body is of the. carth, 
earthy+ ;. but the Soul is from above the heavens. 
The body is to the ſoul as a barren turf to a mine 


of gold; a wall of mud, to the richeſt treaſure; a 
mean 


Him. 
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mean caſe, to 2 rich and beautiful inſtrument ; It is 
like Pharaoh's priſon, to Fo/eph; or a maſk, to the 
face of an Angel. The Soul is the Sd of eternity: 
and the date of cternity is fixed upon it. —Man was 
made upon the Image of Gop ;—Gop is immortal; 
5 ſo is the Soul. The Soul is an intelligent Spirit; 
and it is inviſible. It is impoſſible for us in the 


Eo ſpirit, We cannot form an adequate conception of 
* have called the Soul © a wital, ſpiritual Subſtance:“ 
Others have called it, “a particle of the divine 
Breath infpired into the Body by Gop himſelf,” — 
The Soul is endowed with underſtanding, will, and 
affections ; and theſe are amazing in their operations. 
When all worlds were created, a bare Friar 


Ne accompliſhed all; Let them be!” ſaid the Great 
is GOD, and immediately they ſprang into exiſtence, 
t: adorned with every beauty, diſplaying innumerable 
ed perſections.— By the avord of the Lord were the hca- 
he wens made, and all the Hoſts of them by the breath of his 
* mouth*; But when Man was to be created, a Coun- 
y cil was called, —** Come, and let us make Man, ſaid 
on the rRIUNE GOD ! „ ouR Image, and after our 
'J 3 Zitne/$7 which emphatically points out the dignity 
„ of the Soul. The Soul bears innumerable marks 
sol its Dnmortality,—Atheiſtical wretches wiſh that 
al 1 the doctrine of the Soul's Bumortaliiy was not true; 
„ and ſtrive to believe falihood : But Zagles can ſee 
, © further than Orols; and even theſe Shu ſinners feel 
e 5 an indelible Principle ai them, which teſtifies 
2 7 through all the clouds of error, that their Souls 
2 mall not die with their bodies, The 


* Pſaluy xxxiii. 0, § Gen. 1, 26. 


preſent ſtate ſully to underſtand the properties of a 


it, till we enter into the world of ſpirits, Some 
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The Soul and the Body are widely different in their 
properties. A perfon may be in good 4odily health, 
and enjoy all outward accommodations; ſuch as 
muſic, good cheer, delicacies of all forts, many 
friends, and a large eſtate ; yet this ſame perſon may 
have ſuch a dread in his conſcience on account of 


the guilt which he hath brought upon himſelf by ſin, 


as to be a terror to himſelf. On the other hand, a 
godly man or woman may labour under great pains, 
be expoſed to poverty and contempt ;. or be involved 
in complicated adverſity ; yet the Soul may be full 
of joy and inward ſerenity. Numbers of the blef. 
ſed martyrs have expreſſed their ſolid joy, when their 
bodily torments have been extreme. A: chearful ſoul 
in a diſtempered body, is not an uncommon ſight, 
Now if the diſpoſitions of the ſoul and body are fo 
manifeſtly diſtin, that one may be well and the other 


afflicted ; one grieved and troubled, when the other 


is in perfect health, it is evident the foul can ſub- 
ſiſt to great advantage without the body. 
I might here expatiate upon the nature of the 


Underſtanding, and ſhew-how the Will ſways the 


ſcepter over the Affections: I might ſhew how the 


Soul can reafon, forecaſt, invent, remember, exer- 
eiſe arts, and deduce concluſions ; which acts are 


the characteriſtics of an immortal nature, What are 


all the Zbrarics and monuments of learning in the 


world, but ſyſtems of thought, laboured and per- 


fected in the active inquiſitive MjE The Sou! 


can in a moment ſtep from Earth to Heaven; con- 


ceive the motions of heavenly bodies; and predict 
the conjunctions of planets, and diſmal eclipſes. 
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alaterial things move heavily ; but the Soul moves 
4 Hpontaneoꝝſſp. What can be ſwifter than Thought ? 
bo men write important things on Water? Do 
T they engrave curiouſly in Snow, or in Sand? Do 
not theſe characters inſcribed by the finger of Gov 
E proclaim aloud our immortality ® But this is not a 
© place, nor yet a proper ſeaſon to treat the ſubject 
8 philoſophically; elfe many arguments might be de- 
duced from hence, which would clear up the point 
. 7 in hand. Why are people deſirous their names ſhould 
ſurvive after they are dead? Why are people afraid 
td die, if there is no judgment to follow, and no Soul 
to be judged? Without this, Death would be a 
ga trifle; the breaking of a pitcher that had nothing 
in it but fluid air. The truth is, when the body 
returns to dt, the immortal Spirit muſt appear before | 
60 that gave itt. When the body dies, the newer- 
ching Soul goes to the grand Tribunal, where it is 
| judged, and puniſhed or rewarded, as the principal 

in good or evil. The Soul quits the Body in death, 

eas an Inhabitant quits a rotten, ruinous houſe ; or, 
2 Pl as a muſician forſakes his broken and un-ſtringed in- 
e 7 firument; or as a gueſt leaves his inn, to go to his 
own home. Elijah prayed that the child's Soul might 
come to him again*; Therefore it was not extinct, 
though out of the Body. Lord Feſis, receive my 
Hirit /d was the Proto-martyr Stephen's prayer in 
death: His Spirit could not be foned, though his 
= Body was. — “ Fear not him that can kill the body only.” 
By St. Paul's choice, 2 Cor, v. 8, a man may be 


as2t once allſent. from the body, and preſent with the Lord, 


Þ+ Fecl. ii. 7. * x Kings, xi. $ Acts vil, 59. 
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The rich man i/ted up his eyes, being in Torimentsðd.— 
No man can ſuppoſe this has any reference to his 
body. | 
And here let us a little conſider the Duty 1 incum- 
bent upon Parents. 
Think it not ſufficient, O ye Parents, to provide 
an earthly Inheritance for your children There 
is a Principle within them, which outward objects 
cannot ſatisfy. We look upon young children, and 
admire their agreeable features, or comely perſons ; 
and great care is often taken to deck them out fine, 
But remember, There are immortal ſpirits, precious 
Souls within them! Whether ye yourſelves are rich 
or pa9r—T hoſe little Strangers, are uſner'd into liſe 
the heirs of Worlds unknown !—They are Candt- 
dates for Eternity! That living /þar{—the Sour, 


{hall ſurvive when yonder Sun, Moon and Stars, are 


expired ! Their Spirits muſt ſurvive the ruins of the 
World, and run the rounds of etcrnal ages! They 
are Beings that have a Beginning, but never can have 
End. i 
O ye Parents! Strive to teach your children the 
3 of their Souls: and frequently remind them 
of their Spirit's /mmortality; O Train them up in the 
avay they ſhould go! Do not many periſh for lack of 
admonition and correction in their early vears ?— 
Do not many come to an untimely end, for want 
of knowing the nature of Sin ?P—Shew them the 
evil of lying, and pilfering. —Ignorauce opens the 
door to great wickedneſs. —If your children were 
born blind, would you not reckon it a great cala- 
mity i—Knowledge of the ſcripture, 18 like the eye; to 
diſcover 
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diſcover dangers, and how to avoid them. Tt is a 
great crime in the Papiſts, to forbid the ſcriptures 
being read by the laity.; but in our land, the Book 
of God, the CHarrER of Tur, is in every Houſe, 
But alas! in ſome Families, the Bibles are fo moul- 
dy for want of uſe, that you can write paMnAaTI- 
on” upon the cever. If Sampſox's eyes are put out, 
the Philiſtines will make ſport of him, and bind him 
to the Mill. If you bring up children ignorant of 
God's abord, the Devils will make ſport at them, and 
bind them to /arty and Sin: Therefore, for God's 
fake, and for your own Souls /ate, bring them up 12 


the Nurture and Adimomition of _ Lord,—But I 


haſten to ſhew, 


2. It appears-that the Soul is exceeding precious, 
if you confider the e Price that Jeſus Chrift laid 
down for it's Redemption. We reckon the value of 
any thing by what a Wiſe Man will give for it by 
way of Purchaſe.—Conſfider then the worth of your 


Souls by the Price that was paid by Chrif to redeem 
them. 


It is a moſt important, ſolicitous enquiry Which 


we read, Mican, v, Wherewithall ſhall ] come 
„ before the Lord, and bow-my/elf before the high God! 
Hall I come before him with burnt offerings; with 
| © Calves of a year old? Mill the Lord be pleaſed with 
| © thouſands of Rams, with ten thouſand Rivers of 
| © 0:1?”—The Oil which the Prophet ſpeaks of 


| here, is tbe ſame with that precious Ol of confyfyra- 


| tion of which we have a large account in Exodus, 
| Chap. xxx. The precio»/uc/5 of this Oil we may 
| gither from the Jae that Maꝑ had in the Alabaſter 
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Box which ſhe broke, and which ſhe poured upon 
our Lord, and provoked the indignation of the Dif. 
ciples and athers for ſuch great waſte ; for faid they 
<« 1t might have been ſold for more than three-hundred 
pencef, of the Roman money; which was a great 
Sum in thofe days; and if ſo ſmall a quantity was 
of ſo great a value, what muſt Rivers of ſuch Oil be, 
Suppoſe it could be had ? But all this laid down to 
redeem a Soul would be a vain Commutation, and 
ſuch as would be rejected by the Sleſſed God with the 
utmoſt abhorrence.— Could ail the Potentates that 
ſway the Scepter in a thouſand Kingdoms, devote 


their ſacred and hopouxable Lives,, to reſcye an 
obnoxious Creature Bein e Stroke 0 13:5 48006 
alas! It muſt coſt abundantly more, to ex piate Ie 
malignity of in, and ſave a guilty auretch from Hell! 


What if all the Angels and Principalities of Heaven 
ſhould be content to aſſume our nature, and reſign 


themſelves to death? All this would be too means 


Satisfaction to divine zrffice ; too ſcanty a reparation 
to God's injured Honour, How vaſt is that det, 
which all the wealth of both the Indies cannot 4di/- 
charge; How vitiated that Body which all the Drugs 
produced by nature cannot recti: - But how much 
more ruinous and miſerable is our condition ! How 
much more heinous our guilt ! Since nothing leſs 
than the 7nfinite, precious blood of the Soy of Gop 
could redeem our Souls, and cance] our iniquities 
Hz, who ſaid in the beginning, Let there le 
Light and Light was ;” in order to ſaye our Souls, 

muſt 


if Mark xiv. 3. 
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GERM, 3. ( 75 ) 

muſt take upon him our Fleſhfeel the fierce tots 
ments of Cruciiæion and pour out his Soul in Ago- 
nies, that our Tranſgreſſions may be pardoned /—The 
Scriptures of eternal truth aſſure us, that the 
Blood which redeemed us is God's own Broonp®, 


and therefore all-/ufficient to atone, and almighty to 
aue. The redemption of the Soul is precious; 


but muſt have ceaſed for ever, it IEs us CnhRISH 
„% had not undertaken the work HIMSELF,” O ye 


inhabitants of the world, conſider, and weigh the 


Worth and Value of your Souls, by the matchleſs 
price that was paid to redeem You Redemption is 


one of the brighteſt Mirrors in which you- may 


contemplate the worth of Souls: The gifts of crca- 
tion, and of providence are only as Mites out of the 
divine Treaſury ; but REDEMPTION opens and un- 
folds af! the Magazine of grace. 

I cannot conclude this head without addreſſing 
myſelf to Tou, the poor Criminals, on the brink of 
Eternity ! Are your hearts truly humbled at the 
conſideration of your exceſſive guilt before God? 
Have you a clear fight of your horrid and execrable 
offences? Do you loath yourſelves before Gop ? 
Look by faith unto ** Fe/as, our paſſover, that was 
ti ſacrificed for us.” Look unto the infinitely me- 
ritorious atonement of the Sox o Gon,—** Believe 
„ in the Lord Jeſus Chrift and you thall be ſaved— 


Though your iniquities be like debts of millions of 


Talents, there is more than full payment for all the 
mighty Sum! - Were you chargeable with all the 


H 2 vileſt 


* Acts Xxx. 28. 
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3 C 76 Y ARRI. 3; 
vileſt deeds: that have been committed by men and 
women in every age, if you believe in Jeſus, ſo as 
to, ſaye you from ſin, you need not deſpair :. Moun- 
tains of guilt, grievous beyond expreſhon, are 
not to. be compared with the. abundance of Grace 
and Righteouſneſs which is in our incarnate IM MA. 
NUEL! *Tis impoſſible for the human mind to exalt 
this atonement 200 high ;—*Tis impoſſible for the 
humble penitent to confide in it too feadily,—Cry to 
the Lord in the language of repenting David; ſay- 
ing each one for himſelf, © parge me with hyſſop and 
4% 7 ſhall be clean; waſh me, and J. ſhall. be whiter tba 
% Snowy /”—* I have been guilty of complicated 
and ſhocking erimes ; crimes, dreadfully inflamed 
© with aggravating eircumſtances, againit God, my 
_ © Neighbour-and myſelf ; but deep as my crimes 
© have been, for which I deſerve the hozteft place 
in Hell, vet, O Lord. God! they are nothing 
© when compared with the 7njinite merits of Pe; 
© Chrift thy Son! To whom I look; and upon whom 
I caſt my guilty Soul !—Is ns not the hope of all 
the Ends of the Earth? — Though my conſcience 
© be more loathſome than the dunghill, and my 
Soul black as the gloom of Hell; yet if thou doit 
but waſh me in the Fountain that was open for fin 
and for uncleanneſs, T ſhall be fair as the Lilly, 
and white as Snow! -O dear Feſus, thou eternal 
* Saviour, who didſt ſhed tears over obdurate Jeru— 
fſalem, pity e Spare me -O thou loving Sawviowr, 
+ who didſt meet the returning Prodigal; didſt caſt 


8 Pſalm li. 7, 


GG G4 ty 


SERUM. 3. | ( 77 ) | 

« a look of compaſſion on denying Peter; thou that 
« didit pardon a Mary Magdalene, an Adultercſ. 
Thou that didſt ſnatch a Thief from the Croſs, 
and carry him to Heaven; O thou that didſt hear 
the cry of bloody Mana ſſeb and turn the hearts of 
the flagitious Corinthians; ho haſt had mercy 
upon the Murderers of the Prize of Life O let 
thy love, thy mercy, and thy grace riſe higher ſtill, 
and reach even ME !—O what a triumph of grace 
will it be to pluck the ruined out of Ruin 0 
* what an omnipotent action to ſave the gf loft 7 
And ſuch am 1! O ſpare, pardon, and bleſs even 


© mc, a Son of violence] a Slave of ſenfuality ! O let 
6 


me be waſhed in the precious blood of a dying Re- 
* deemer ;—Let me be ſanctified by the porwerfut 
* operations of thy $irit, and juſtified through the 
* tender mercies of a gracious Gad! 


2. That the Soul is very precious, will further” 
appear, if you conſider, that Gop from all eternity, 


hath ſet his love upon ſouls ;. even upon all the 


veſſels of mercy. Conſider the preparations he has 
made for them in Heaven; go to prepare a place 


for you,” ſaid the bleſſed Redeemer, —* Eye hath 


wot ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath'it entered into the 
beart of man to conceive of the glory whioh he hath in 


fiore for them that love him] P—Raiſe your imagina- 


tion ever ſo high; ſtretch: your invention: ever ſo 


wide—give them all the Scope that a ſoaring, excur- 


kve fancy can take; and your conception will ſtill 


fall infinitely ſhort of that bliſs which he has in ſtore 


for true B clievers ; 


1 SNN. 3. 

4. That the Soul is very precious, will appear, if 
you conſider, that the Holy Spirit is engaged, by his 
gracious influences and operations, in preparing it 
for Heaven. This ſhould heighten our ideas of its 
worth. The $irit of Gop is ſent to convince the 
avorld, of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgmenty, He 
comes and ſtrives with ſinners; and perhaps there 
is not an individual in this vaſt concourſe, who has 
not felt the. /?rivings of the Spirit of God with his 
Conſcience :—He comes in his quick*ning, convin- 
cing influences, ſhining upon ſouls, and'leading them 
to Chriſt. The Spirit of grace makes a divine reve- 
lation of CHRIST to the Soul, He ſhall receive of 
mine, and fhew it unto you\|. Hence he is ealled the 
„ Spirit of wiſdom and revelation: in the knowledge of 
4% Him*.” Fhe bleſſed Spirit tranſmits his Gifs 
through every age, and communicates his-graces to 
all who come to ChRIS T. By His aid and power, 
the ſaints in every age have trodden vice under their 
feet; triumphed over an abject world ;. and had their 
converſation in heaven. % Not J, but the grace 
, GOD in me!” is the unanimous declaration of 
them all.—It is only by His effectual though ſecret 
operation, that the Zarw in its purity, and awful 
denunciations is ſet home upon the heart; which 


makes finners enquire, what they muſt do to be 


ſaved ?—He diſſolves the Flint in the impenitent 
breaſt; He breathes upon the dry boxes, and they 
live;,— By His influences, the ales of Ignorance 
all off from the gyes of the Underſtanding ; the 
| rab 
+ John xvi. 8. fl John xvi. 14. Epheſ. i. 17. 
4 Ezek. xxxvii. 
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leproſy of evil concupiſcence is purged from the wilt; ; 
and the Iſue of habitual iniquity entirely removed 
from the Converſation,—The convinced ſinner 
ſees the things which belong to his Peace, but din 
hy at firſt ; but preſently divine truths pour in their 
evidence more and more !—New Deſires take place; 
new purpoſes are formed, and ſucceed ; a new ſet of 
Tempers actuate the Heart; and a new Conver/ation 
regulates the fe / 


It is the Influences of the HoLy Serrir, that 


bind up the ſorrows of a broker Heart; confirms 
the faith and the hope of the Chriſtian; ſteels the 
ſoul with impenetrable Reſolution, and perſevering 
Fortitude ; and at the ſame time ſoftens it into 2 
dove-like Meekneſs : So that. the whole of this work 
proclaims the preciou/ne/s of the SouL.——0O that 
we may all {ov the operation. of this bleſſed Spirit 
upon our hearts ! 


5. The Holy Scriptures were given for the good 
of Souls. Goſpel ordinances and Goſpel miniAers are 
appointed. for the good of SovLs :—Prophets and 
Asoſeles have been. furniſhed with wondrous gifts, for 


our Good. The very Angels of Gop are as ſo many 


miniflring ſpirits, patrolling around our Tents, and 

they rejoice at the conwerfion of ſinners :——Heaven and 
Earth, Sea and Air,—all Things in Nature; —the 
Works of providence and Grace; Time and Eternity ;5— 

ALL that Ixsus hath done and Suffered, and what he 

is zoo doing in heaven—ALL—ALL proclaim the 

MATCHLEss Wok TH of SouULs !— 


6. The contention that there is between both Worlds 


plainly intimate to us the value of Souls; O what 
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| ( $6 } SERM. 3. 
an amazing ſtrife is there for Souls !—There is 
ſcarce any thing make people value themſelves fo 
much as when there is a mighty conteſt among the 
Great, concerning what ſide they will take. O 
Man! O Woman! remember that 7%, Chrif,, 
on one hand ;—and all the Powers of darkneſs, on the 
other, are contending who ſhall have the Throne in 
thine Heart /—The deſign of all the terrors of the 
Law, and the ſweet invitations of the Goſpel, 1s to 
iuliſi you under the Banner of %%, Chrift,—If Hi; 

faithful Miniſters, at any time, arm their words 
with Terror, and denounce the vengeance of God, on 
every Soul that finneth ;—They act as Friends to 


awaken you out of your finful flumbers; and your 


gay infenſtbility. — ** Knowing the terrors of the 


Lord, wwe perfuade men: And all theſe terrors 


are like the gathering cloud, and the diſtant thun - 
der, to warn you to repair unto the Ark; to fly to 


Him, who is the Refuge from the tremendous form 


that will ſweep away a careleſs world !-—W hen mini- 
ſters publith the glad tidings of the Goſpel, it is to 
invite, to intreat, and beſeech finners ** zo be re- 
% conciled unto God. — And can there be better in- 
telligence, or more reviving Tidings than thoſe of 


the ewerlafling Goſpel ? —What information can be 


more pleaſing, than to hear that God inftead of 
ebhorring thee as a Rebel, is willing to embrace thee as 
a child! —What Tidings can be more 2ran/porting 
than to hear, that CHRIS r has vanquiſhed SAT AN,— 
deftroyed STN,—deprived HELL. of its prey, and opencd 
the Gates of HEAVEN for ALL. Believers! When 
Peter lay bound in priſon, was the Angel an nb 
come Meſſenger, who ſtruck away his Fetters, open'd 
* . the 


j 
Iv 
79 

935 
287 
. 


5 
22 
oe 
3 
gc 1 
e 
E 
2 
FP: 
IE 
4 
#34 
5 
bk LP 
3; 
; 
8 
8 


be 
5 
3 


SR. 3. ( 81 
the Gates of Iron, and tranſmitted him /afe and an- 
moleſted to the cordial Salutation of his Friends? 


As you are all, by nature, in Bondage to fv, It has 


been the work and buſineſs of Prophets and Apoſ- 
tles, Evangeliſts and Miniſters, to be Inſtruments 
of turning ſinners from Darkneſs into Light; to 
lead them out of ignominious /lavery, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God What Manna can 


be more refreſhing than such a meſſage? What 


Balm more healing than ſuch a ſervice ?—Whether 
therefore we ſpread the Allurements of DIVINE 
Love, it is for your confort; or whether we bend 
the Bow of Divins INDIGNATION, it is for your 
Benefit; to win you to Happineſs, or drive you 
from Miſery !— | 

In a word, ALL that Jesus CHRIST has done and 


ſu ud; all the Miracles he wrought ; every word 


he ſpake ;—all his Threatnings and Promiſes ; 

judgments and mercies ;—all Trials and Afiidions ;— 
the miniſtration of Angels; Thrones, Principalities and 
Powers !-—All the Bleſſings and Comforts which refreſh 
this lower world z—all the Lambs that burn in the 
S, and difperſe their chearing light amidſt all 
the families of the Earth ;—the changes of night 
and. day; — the wiciſſitudes of revolving ſeaſons, ALL 


are ſent upon this kind Errand, to invite, to be/eech 


xs to be reconciled to God; and to make JIxs us the 
REFUGE of our ſouls ? 

On the other hand, the Devil and all his agents 
are indefatigable in drawing Souls to everlaſting. 
deftrution.—The GREAT Gop ſays, Son, give me 
„ thy heart Satan ſays, * Nay ; let me have it 


The 1 angel, thoſe curſed plunderers of Souls, are 


- cver 


mm. 
ever laying ſnares and innumerable temptations to 
trepan, allure, and beguile them. The eb and 
the wvoridalſo join in the confpiracy. How many 
plots, ſtratagems and devices, does he make uſe of! 
He ſpreads his nets every where and fills the world 
with his windings, policies, and deluſions.— The 
promiſes of this accurſed Fiend are great and fair: 
Judas ſhall have money; E/au ſhall have pleaſures; 
and Nazal plenty; if they ſerve him: — Dong hall 
have a place at Court, if he will extirpate God's Ser- 
vants: —Pilate ſhall be Judge and Governor, if he 
will exert to the utmoſt his act of injuftice; yea ſo 
impudent is this infernal Spirit, that he offered the 
Son oF Gop all the kingdoms of this world, if he 
would Zoxv the zee to Him 

Behold Two Men before us, . dead! Satan 
tempted zbheſe to rob and ſteal; he infinuated into 
their hearts, that they ſhould never be diſcovered ; 
and if diſcovered, that the favord of Fuftice ſhould 
never be unſheathed to cut them off: but fee the 
Event ! Gloomy and melancholy is their fituation ! 
—may their Souls find zzercy with God /—The Devil 
is ſubtle to tempt ; he is a cruel maſter, ſor he will 
give all his ſervants no other than damnable pay ? 
Time would fail me to point out half his ſubtle de- 
vices. We ſay, He is an ale avooer, that wanteth 
words; —-But the Devil is never at a loſs to find out 
ſchemes to allure Souls to ruin. Many believe his 
promiſes, and conſider not that he is a Liar and a 
Muralerer.— He has ever a NAY to God's YEA ; 
And 'tis amazing, what tame ſervants of the Devil 
the wicked are, as if under a kind of an inghantment, | 

| ER 
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Curſing and ſwearing is the DeviPs Catechiſm ; yet 


thouſands learn this more readily than the Alphabet. 


Drunkenneſs is the Devil's fly; yet odious as this 


fin is, multitudes roll in it. Adaltery is a fire that 
drieth up the marrow, yet what numbers wallow in 
this and various kinds of filthineſs: And from 
hence ariſes Theft, Robbery and every evil qwork. 
The Cowvetous look for no paradife but in this 


world: His eyes never look to heaven, except it 


be to obſerve what weather it will be.—The Hypo- 
crite places all his Religion in outward appearance, 
and his heart is full of deceit, —The ſcripture ſays, 


«har their imoard parts are fell of wickedwſi,” 


The heart of every one affects Fulnefs ; and if it be 
not full of God, it will be full of /omething elſe, 


The wicked are full of unrighteouſnefs, — their 
Hands full of blood, —their Houſes full of ſpoil, — 


their Lips full of deceit, —their Mouths full of cur. 
fing,—their Throats full of ſlander, —their Loins 
full of luſt, —their Heads full of rancour, —their 
Souls full of malice, —and their eyes full of adulte- 
ry; yet can they never be fatisfied. Alexander was 
but a liitle man, yet an hundred worlds could not 
have filled him. A full Wardrobe cannot content 
Pride, it is till longing for new ſuits of Apparel. 
The honours of a Court could not ſatisfy Haman. 
Alas! what pains do people take to go to Hell? 
How does the Devil rejoice over his Slaves ? He 
promiſes largely, and tempts importunately, When 
he can gain conqueſt over Souls, how is his ma- 


lice gratified! He triumphs in the deſtruction of 


Sinners. How many factors and agents does he 
employ 
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employ to betray Souls! Falſe Prophets and falſe 
Preachers are the Devil's Factors to deceive Souls, 


and to bring them unto the ſame miſery with him- 


ſelf. If at any time, ſinners are ſnatched as brands 
out of the burning, and converted to God, this fills 
him with the greateſt rage, and ſets hell in an 
uproar to oppoſe them in the way to Heaven ;—yea 
be can change himſelf into an Angel of Light, in 
order to draw people away by error in principles and 
in practiſe, —Time would fail me to point out Satan's 


ſubtilty in chooſing the moſt advantagious ſeaſons 


for tempting ; his art in managing his temptations; 
and the inſtruments he makes uſe of to deſtroy 
Souls, —I haſten therefore, 


II. As propoſed in the ſecond place, to ſhew what 
we are to underſtand by lug the Soul. 

1. By lofing the Soul, we are not to underſtand its 
falling into a zon-eiſlence, or an extinction of its 
Being, No, Thy Soul, ſhall flouriſh in immortal 
youth, unhurt amidſt the war of Elements, — The 
& wreck of matter and the cruſh of worlds.“ Its 


exiſtence will run parallel with Eternity itfelf.—The 
Soul ſhall not looſe any of its original Powers after 


death, but its capacity will be enlarged, and its 


ſenſibility rendered more quick and penetrating 


than ever.—By loſing the Soul —we are to underſtand 


its being deprived of the comfortable Preſence ot : 


Gov, and its being driven away to everlaſting Tor- 


ments without the leaſt Hope of reſtoration,—A loſt 


Soul ſhall be ſubje& to all evil, filled with eternal 
enmity and hatred to all that is good, and become 
like the Devil himſelf! O tremendous loſs !—The 
2% of Gop The lo of the ſweet company of 

JEsus 
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Jesus CanrsT! The % of the fellowſhip with 
Angels and Saints! What Language can paint the 
orcatneſs of this loſs? A 4% never, never, never to 
be repaired :. The wicked /hall be driven away in 
his Wickedneſs,” driven away with all his Load of 
Guilt; driven away to dwell amongſt damned Spi- 


rits for ever; avhere the qworm dieth not, and the fire 
ſhall never be quenched ! There the pena damni, and 


the pana ſenſus, the Puniſpment of Pain and loſs, will 
be unſpeakable.— Who can dwell with everlaiting 
fire? who can dwell in unquenchable burning? 
Who can bear the chains of eternal darkneſs ? 
Hark! Hark! Hark! What voice is that I hear, 
Methinks *tis Dives crying out in the burning To- 


© phet 1 ** T pray thee Father Abraham, that thou wwould/E 


« ſend Lazarus to my Father's houſe, for JI have five 
© Brethren ; that be may teſtify unto them, beft they 
& alſo come into this place of torments*,” Hear a 
Man preach from the infernal Gibbet ! Hear him 


from the Rack—that you may repent! Look down 


to the bottomleſs pit! See the /mnote of their torments 
aſceading up for ever and ever Ho black and cruel 
are the Fiends ! How furious the 'Tormentors ! — 
The only muſic in hell is horror and dy/pair— ** g- 
ins and gnaſpins of Teeth,” Eveiy one's lamen- 
table cry is, 7 am tormented in this Flame,” Whe— 
ther there be material fire or immaterial, is not 
needful for us to enquire; but all the Figures that 


can repreſent Pain and Miſery are made uſe of in 


Scripture to give us a faint idea of the M;/ery of the 
damned. A cup of cold water would be prized by 


them above ten thouſand worlds, Who then would 


Il burn 
* Luke, xvi. 27, 28, 
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burn in Luff, that fears to burn in Hell ? Let them 
whoſe mouths flame with Oaths and Blaſphemy fear 
theſe flaming Torments :—Let the Drunkard fear, 
leſt the ſtrong Liquor which he drinks, ſhould be- 
come oil to nouriſh the flames of hell-fire. The 
greateſt fires upon earth have been quenched, but 
this is wngquenchable Fire, —The wicked in Hell, are 
1aid to be bound in chains; to point out the power 


of divine juſtice, and the guilt of their own conſei- 


ence.—Theſe chains repreſent to us that no part of 
the Body, or Faculty of the Soul ſhall have the pow- 
er to gratify its owner, The uind is bound to con- 
template nothing but endleſs woe ;—the Memory 
bound to recollect nothing, but flagrant fins; —the 
Fancy bound to preſent nothing but horrid viſions: — 
the eyes bound to ſee nothing but offen/ive fights ;— 
the car to hear nothing but the moſt hideous 34. 
F'ngs;—the noſtrils But I turn from the awful 
ſubject, to conſider | 


III. The cauſes of the Lo of immortal Souls, 


1. Many loſe their Souls by living all their days 
in ignorance of their worth, and of the way of Salva- 
tion; and thereby become a prey to the Devil.— 
% A Soul without knowledge is not good: -A knowing 
man may be a ſlave to ſin; but an zgnorant man, one 
that knows nothing of his 4% fate, and of /aſvation 
by Cnalsr, can be no other than a./{ave.——\Vhere 
the watchmen of a city are lind, the city is ſoon 
taken, An ignorant perſon fins, and he knows it 
not: He is like a man that <valks in his leep ; who 
knows not where he is, or what he does. An 7gno- 


rant perſon is a nan in ſhape, but a beast in heart, 
| | The 


SzxM. 3. (9-4) 

—The Prophet ſays, that ** there was no knowledge 
in the land *;” and obſerve the ſad conſequences of 
it mentioned in the next verſe : ** Swearing—lying— 
tilling—adultery''—and what not? ———/gnorance is 
compared in ſcripture to darłneſ :>=The darkneſs of 
the night incline people to deep: ſo a blind mind 
and a drowzy conſcience go together. When the 
form aroſe, the ſailors cried to their gods; but the 
ſleeper fears nothing. {pnorance binds the ſoul under 
the hatches of fupidity, which hinders the light of 
Enowwl:dge, Gor hath planted in the Beaſſs a natural 
fear of that which threatens their hurt :—Drive a 
I | beaſt to a deep pit, and he ſtarts back; but the 
ignorant man finneth, and bluſheth not. The way 
to heaven cannot be known in the dark: Inorauce 
ſhuts out the means of recovery. Friends and Mini- 
fers, yea CunrsT himſelf ſtands without, urging 
promiſes and threatenings ; but the zgnorant ſoul de- 
fires not the one, nor fears the other; and thus 
thouſands periſh through Ig norance 


ſumption : they preſume upon the general mercy of 
God, Preſumptioa is a wiltul, deliberate ſinning 
againſt conſcience, example, and warning: Not- 
withſtanding the warnings of the Word, they per- 
ſwade themſelves that all is well with them ;—that 
they need not fear or trouble themſelves about Faith, 
or Repentance, or ſound converſion. They think 
if they can ſay with the laſt gaſp, ** Lord have mer- 
cy upon me,” all will be well. — They are like Jonah 
faſt aſleep; and when they die their ſouls awake in 

1 2 the 


* Hoſ, IV. 2. 


2. Great numbers loſe their Souls through Pre- 
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the midft of the Tempeſts and Horrors of Judg- 


ment and Eternity. This is no rare fin in the world, 
People preſume of ſafety in ſin, they doubt not 
but it will be well with them, though they fear not 
to do evil; as if this world was to laſt for ever, and 
that the Murat and Tares ſhould never be parted.— 
The preſumptuous ſinner ſays, Crit died ;* Wilt 


thou then go on in fin, becauſe Cre died? His 


Blood indeed is a Charter of Pardon, but withal, *tis 
a covenant of Direction. —He that refuſeth to live 


as that covenant directs, may periſh at laſt; and that 
as a Malefactor, who is hanged with a pardon about 


his neck. © But we will repent hercafter,” ſays the 
preſumptuous: This is the wicked man's Nect-werſc, 
I grant that many promifes are made to the penitent: 
but in what chapter, — In what verſe hath God pro- 
miſed to give thee repentance in the laſt moment? 
He that has oil in his lamp, i. e. Grace in his heart, 
ſhall enter in with the Bridegroom ; but he that 
neglects or deſpiſes the offers of Grace ſhall be ſhut 
out.—Preſumption does things without warrant, 
and expects things without promiſe : Preſumptuous 
Sinners take their ſalvation for granted, without 


Queſtion, and are ſure of heaven when they die.— 


Every Grace hath its conmmterfeli, and there is a wide 
difference between aſſurance of Faith, and inpudeiit 
Arrogance. Preſumption is wi:hout all doubting ; 
True Aſſurance feels many Perplexities. He that 
never doubted of his final Eſtate , his happy Eſtate 


is much 20 le doubted. —-Preſumption is joined with 


a looſe Life; but true aſſurauce is accompanied with 


Humility, a tender conſcience, and a cloſe walking 


with God. An aſſured ſoul will not fin, becauſe his 
| ſalvation 
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SER MM. 3. ({ oo 
{alration coſt the Saviour ſo dear ;—Preſumptiap 
fins, becauſe Grace aboundeth.— The one turns 
Grace into Wantonneſs; the other turns from Wan- 
tonneſs to Grace. To preſume is a lin ſweet to Fleſh 
and Blood; * Ye ſhall be as Gods“ foiled innocence 
itſelf. The Devil has not a more tried ſhaft in all 
his quiver, than to perſtade men they are the 
favourites of God, even while they go on in fin. — 
Preſumption is a fin that oppoſeth God in all things. 
It is a fooliſh fin ; for though Balaam knew he could 
not jultly earn Batat”s gold, yet his fingers itched at 
it, and he reſolved to go,—Corah knew that there 


was no conteſting with Moſes; yet his proud heart 


will venture. Preſumption is a- kind of Fire-work 


made up of Pride and Fool-hardineſs; A compound 


of caſy credulity ;—a headlong Raſhnefs ;—a blind 
Folly :—Tt delights to fit upon the top of a maſt; 
where falling aſleep, the downfall is Deſtruction. 
Myriads periſh through preſumption, and to relate 
its dreadful conſequences, would be repeating {lads 
of evils. 


3. Many loſe their Souls by /elling and pawning: 


them. It is ſaid that Pope Alexander ſold his ſoul 
to the Devil, for the Popedom and the Triple Crown : 
And alas! How many barter their ſouls to this ene- 


my, for riches, pleaſure,. honour, and the like !— 


When a man ſeeks advantage by unlawtul means to 
gain the world, or any profits or pleaſures hy Lying, 
Cheating, Forſwearing, Sabbath-breaking,. or axy 
uajuſt ways ; What is this, but to pan and ſell his 


foul for unjuſt, unrighteous Gain lt is (aid of 


Ahab, that ** he old himſelf to do Wickedneſs:“ 
And how many are ſo reſolute to gain their Ends, 
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( 90 3 OERM, 2, 
and gratify their Luſts, that they forfeit their ſoul; 
rather than be diſappointed. Notwithſtanding, if 
vou was to offer a few pence to them, for that which 
is worth !hou/ands, how would their hearts riſe again? 
you! but why does not thy heart riſe in diſdain 


_ againſt Satan or the World, when they offer a 7% 


Yor thy invaluable Soul ? 


4. Many loſe their Souls eternally by vain and 


wicked Company. Numbers of Male factors have 
frankly and openly confeſſed that this evil, and 
Sabbath-breaking, have been the beginning of their 
ruin.,—Py keeping bad company and following evil 
examples, ſms till then unthought of and unknown 
hav com to be cor mitted, —Let a wicked compa- 
nion but lift up his finger, and the Sabbath ſhall be 
profined—the Word of God made a mock of, and 
all Religion ſcoffed at !—A wicked companion is a 
Har py that picks up all the good ſeed, —a Braf? that 


breaks down the fence of GoD's commands.—\Wick- 
ed companions are the Devil's Factors: They are 


pleaſing Murderers, that will tickle thee to death; 

and like Soloon's Fool, Thou dyeſt laughing ! 
There are no ſuch ſpecious Engines of deſtruction 
as /rien & d ces; who damn their companions in 
in Kindne's ! — As a man ſinking into deep watere, 
eatcheth hold ot aim that is next him; ſo men div- 
ing into the bottom of iniquity, pul down their 
compan ions to the fame Miſery with themfelves.— 
Say thou, with 79/7 4, when thou art tempted to any 
fin, ** Thou /ha.'t nit do his great evicikedneſs and ſin 
„again o] — e kiew thatall the Honours in 
the World could not wach away one ſin.— Be more 
circumſpect quich a thou eateſt and drinkeſt, 
| than 
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than avhat thou doſt eat and drink. —Flee the occa- 
ſions of bad Company.—You refrain from the Per- 
ſons, and from the Houſes infected with the Plague, 
leſt you die; why then will you love the plague 
that will deſtroy your ſouls for ever? 

5. Many loſe their fouls through Ra/hne/s wal 
Tnconfiderateneſs, and doing Things which their own 
Conſciences tell them are ⁊urong. Many venture upon 
God's patience in the way of Diſobedience : How 
often do yorng people neglect Religion under a pre- 
tence that they ſhall live many years? whereas the 
next Jar, or the next Hour my may be hurried to 
judgment! . 

6. Many loſe their ſouls by cu/fom in ſinuing; 
ſo that by degrees the ſoul 1s ſo ſettled and confirm- 
el in the downward Road, that the itrongeſt powers 
of Rhetorich, and the moſt perſuaſive arguments will 
not avail, They treat the moſt important concern 
as a Fable, Lot's warning to.his ſons ur law, was as 
if one mocked ; when he admoniſhed them, they 
believed not ;—when he told them that the wicked 
city ſhould be burnt with Fire from Heaven, they 
were ready to-mock, perhaps ready to argue thus—- 
© Why ſhould to-morrow. differ from other days? 
% Who.ever ſaw a. ſhower of Fire ?—no Almanack 
© foretells ſuch weather.“ Thus carnal men count 
Preaching, Fooliſhneis; Devotion, Ldleneſs ; ; and 
Prophets, Mad- men! 

7. Multitudes loſe their Walt through Uhu. 
Unbelicf is the damning ſin of the world ; 'tis the 
ſtrongeſt hold of the Devil: lt is a fin that hardens 
the heart againſt Threatnings and Promiſes. —As 
Faith in Chriſt rom a bleſſed Activity to all the- 

graces. 
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Graces and Actions of a true Chriſtian ; fo unbelicf 
3s a kind of a leading fin that gives Life and Vigour 


to all other fins. It is ſaid of Feroboam the ſon of 


Nebat, that he made 1frael to fin *: 80 Unbelicf is pro- 


ductive of other fins. An evil heart of unbclief, ever 
departs from the living God, The Devil ſets up this 


fin of Unbelief as a Blind between God's threat- 
nings and the Sinner. The Word does not profit, 
except it be mixt with Faith; — the ſtrength of the 
whole body of ſin lies in this Lock of Unbelief; 
and carries all arguments away from the conſcience, 
as eaſily as Sampſon did the Gates of Gaza. It u 
this ſin that the ſinner under convictions, 1s laſt con- 
vinced of; and it is too ſeldom lamented, by ſome 
Aucere Believers. It is a fin by which Satan puts the 
.greateſt ſcorn upon God, and unfolds all his canker'd 
Malice at once. Fhere are two fins that claim a 
pre-eminence in Hell, Tiypocriſy and Unbelief; and 


therefore other ſinners are threatned to have ther 


portion with Hpocrites and Unbelievers'; as if the 
Infernal manſions were principally taken up by 50. 


and all others but inferior priſoners. —Do you think 
the CriMINALSs preſent, would have come to this 
ſhameful.end, if they had believed what God ſays 


in his word ? no, they would rather have contended 
with the Martyr for the abe. — Would the Blaſphe- 
mer ſwear, if he believed what God ſays againſt 
this atrocious evil? Surely no: for Uubelief, my 
Brethren, is at the root of all the fins that are 
committed in the world... . 


1 Kings xiv, 16; 
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Is the Soul ſo exceeding precious ?—and, Is it to 
live for ever Wilt thou not, O Man, be watchful 
for the preſervation of 2hine own Shall every caſu- 
al incident awaken thy concern ; every tranſitory toy 
command thy regard ?—and ſhall the welfare of thy 
Soul, a work of eternal conſequence, ſue in vain for 
thy ſerious care ?—Thy Sou. Thy Sovr is thine 
ALL II this be ſecured, thou art eternally rich, and 
wilt be unſpeakably happy.—If this be loſt, a whole 


world acquired will leave thee in eternal poverty, 


and all its delights enjoyed will abandon thee to 
Miſery.—And can any of you, my dear hearers, be 
unconcerned whether Gop's omnipotent hand is for 
you, or again you Imagination itſelf ſhudders 
at the thought! Can any of you reſt ſatisfied with- 
out a well-grounded hope that you are reconciled to 
Gop Is there a wretch in this aſſembly ſo aban- 
doned, ſo blinded by fin, as to be utterly loſt to all 
ſenſe of his duty and real Intereſt ?—If ſuch there 
be, I bewail thy miſery, and abhor thy 1mpiety ;— 


Wiat will it profit thee, could'ff thou gain the whole 


uod, if thy SOUL be lo? for ever ?—Did the Lord 
of glory come down from heaven to die for thee, 


and wilt thou reject his free ſalvation when it is 
= offered to thee ? Wilt thou thus make God thine 


zemy? O the deſperate madneſs of the ungodly ! 


Axe yau able 10 contend with your Maker, and enter 


the liſt againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Beſotted 
Creatures ! can you bear the fierceneſs of nts Wrath, 
vr ſuſtain the vengeance of His uplifted arm? - At 
41s preſence, the Hells melt like Wax—and before 
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| ( 94 ) 5 SERM, Js 
TM, the pillars of heaven tremble How then can 
a withered Leaf endure his indignation ? Who can 


ſcreen a guilty worm, evhen the great and terrible Gov 
Jhall auhet his glittering favord, and his hand take hold of 


Vengeance? Can the munition of Recks—or interpoling 


Worlds divert the blow ?—Conſider this, Os INN ERS 
before it be too late: Confider this and proſtrate 
yourſelves before him! O confider this, all ye that for- 


get God, and flee from the wrath to come /! 


2. Is the Soul fo very precious? then it has need 
of a good Keeper, You truſt Larqyers with your In- 


Heritance; the Phyſicians with your Bodies; the Bank 


to keep your Money, and Shepherds to keep your Flocks; 
but thy Soul has need of a far better Keeper. How- 
ever 1t goes with thy Liberty, with thy Lands, or 


with thy Life; be ſure to look well to thy Soul :— 
That loſt, ALL is loſt. The Body is not ſafe, where 


the Soul is at hazard. The Soul was not made for 
the Body, but the Body for the Soul. He that 
looks ever ſo well to his Body, but neglects his Soul, 
mall loſe Bh. If you would have your ſouls kept 
ſafe, commit them to Jesvs CRRISs v, the great and 


good Shepherd of Souls. The Apoſtle gives this di- 


rection to every one: Let him commit the keeping of 
tis Soul to GOD:“ He is the beſt Keeper, —— 4dan 
had his Salvation in his own hands; but he ſoon 
loſt it: Eſau had the Birtb-rigbt; but he ſold it for 
a trifle : The Prodigal had his Patrimony in his own 
hands; but he ſoon ſpent it all. —If our Souls were 
left in our own hands, we are not able to keep them. 
—Nultitudes % their Souls! — Adam ſold his for 
an apple ;—and Eſau his, tor—a meſs of fottage '— 


© How many ſell their Souls tor the love ot the World, 
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or the love of Harlots! —O rather commit youn 


Souls to CuRrIsT, by believing in Him !—St, Paul 
proclaims with joy, I know in whom ] have believed, 


and that he is able to keep that which I have committed 


to his hand,” — That lite is fate which is“ hid avith 
CurisT in Gop“*.““ This was David's confidence, 
% Thou art my hiding-place ; Thou ſalt keep me. — 
O ye dying Priſoners ! Commit your Souls into His 
Hands that is Almighty to fave you! There is 
no comfort but in truſting and committing the Soul 
to Him. This was Dawid's ſupport: ** Lord into 
thy hands I commit my Spiritd! Stephen, when dying 
faid, ** Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit 7 [t is but 
right we ſhould reſtore to him what we have received. 
It is not Preſumption but Faith, to truſt God with 
our Spirits. The Soul of the King and the Soul 
of the Beggar 1s alike to Him; for God receives the 
Souls of all that die in Faith. From giving up the 
Ghoſt, the Y get is not exempted ; and from giving 
it into the hands of Chriſt, the poore/? is not excluded, 


3. Is the Soul ſo exceeding precious P—then Let 
this conſideration ſtir up the zeal and compaſſion 
of all Goſpel Miniſters of every denomination, 
towards thoſe ignorant attendants in their reſpective 
congregations, who in ſpiritual things know not 
their right hand from their left. Jgnorance and 
contempt of eternal things are the great deſtroyers of 
the country! O ye Miniſters, and Teachers of 
the Word, Magnify your Office, —by praying you 
may go forth in the fulneſs of the bleffng of the Goſpell 
Be ambitious of nothing more than to be as Surning 


and 


* Col, iii, 3. $ PI. x85 5. f Acts vii. 59. 
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and ſhining Lights :—and this under the bleſſing of 
Gor, will put a ſtop to theſe ſhameful executions 
of men and women by the Sword of Juſtice, —0 
what amazing Numbers become public victims, and 


die martyrs to Sin, in Great-Britain, every year — 


what multitudes are ſwept away by the plague of 
fpiritual darkneſs -O = Cry aloud, and ſpare not! — 
„ Be inſtant, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, leſt the Blood 
© of the people ſhould be required at your hanuds.”— 
Miniſters may be acceſſary to the ruin of Souls by 
their Ignorance. ** Becauſe thou haſt rejected knows 
Zedge, faith Gop, I will alſo reject thee, that thou ſhalt 
be no prieft jor me*, One great work of a Miniſter 
is to teach others; his lips ſhould preſerve bnoxvledge ; 
he ſhould be as converſant in the things of Gop, as 
other men are about their Trades. Miniſters are 
called Lights: But if their light be darkneſs ; how 
great is the darkneſs of that people like to be 
The End of the Miniſtry is fo bring men to righteon/- 
zeſsS. Miniſters are alſo called Stars:“ They are 
to guide people to JEsUs CHRIST. Like the Vire 
of the Sanctuary that never went out; ſo ſhould 
Miniſters be: or like ſhining Lamps, enlightening 
and edifying the people by their doctrines, example, 
and holy converſation. ** Wo to the idle ſhepherds!, 
abho have mouths but ſpeak not; lips, but ſeed not the 
people with true knowledge !—-Wo be to thoſe clouds, 
that are without water, and to thoſe <vand:rring ſtars 
who bring deluſion and confufion, inſtead of Truth! 


— 0 Sirs, Is it not a ſad way of getting a living, 


by plundering and killing of Men ?—but infinitely 
worſe is it for men to get their temporal livelihood 
oy by 


# Hof, iv, 6. 8 Dan. xii. 3. 7 Zech. 11. 
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by ruining SOULS !—He is a cruel man to the poot 


paſſengers, who undertakes to be a Pilot, when he 
never ſo much as learnt his compaſs. That ſervant 
ſhall have but a ſad welcome of his Maſter, who co- 
ming home, finds him abroad waſting his goods' in 


riot and drunkenneſs, and the family ſtarving for 


want of proviſion, —One of the Fathers ſays, that he 
thought he heard theſe words always ſounding in his 
ears, Preach as thoſe that muſt give an account. 
God will require ax account of our fiexward/hip by and 
by. —Preach effextial truths clearly. How many 


ſpend their time in preaching quaint things, or the 


empty peculiarities of a ſect or party, that are no 


1 more fit to teach ſouls than huſks were to feed the 
prodigal ?—Inſtead of being Fiſbers to bring people 
to God, they fiſh for their own applauſe, or Party.— 


Preach by a godly example : Indeed if thou haſt an 
Angel's tongue, and a Devil's heart, thou art worſe 
than a poſt in the Croſs way, that rots itſelf to direct 
others; or a Torch that having pleaſured others, 
goes out of itſelf in ſmoke and ſtench. To ſpeak 
«ve/], and do 771, is to build Heaven with the voice, 
and Hell with thy converſation}. 


4. Is the Soul fo exceeding precious and the loſs of 


it inexpreſſible? O then look upon fins of all forts 
as your Bane ! Make not the moit diſtant approaches 


to vice: Avoid the very appearance of evil, and 


ſtand at a diſtance from the occafions of ſin. 1F 
finners entice you, Conſent not.” If forbidden plea- 
ſures tempt, if opportunity beckons, with the gait 
of Theft or Injuſtice in her hand, turn away from 
the gilded ſnare !—FLy, FLY with fe“ Fry 
without delay from the vile company, and from the 

K bewitching 


* Cœ lum edificat lingua, inſe num ⁊ ita.“ Said one of rhe Antients⸗ 


* 
1 
* 
, 


bewitching ruin — Remember that every fin thou 


committeſt will only make Hell the hotter for thee, 


Would it not ſhock you if theſe poor convicts were 
laid under a neceſſity of gathering Sticks and Billets 
to make a fire to conſume themſelves ? —=O ſinner 
every fin thou committeſt is a Billet which thou 
bringeſt to burn thyſelf in Hell, if thou repenteſt 
not! | 


+. he Is the ſoul ſo precious ? Believe you theſe 


Truths? Are your ſouls your chief care? Do you 


ſet a higher price upon your Sous than any thing in 
the world 2 Do you keep a ſtrict watch over it ? Do 
you examine the grounds of your Hope? Do you 
watch againſt the Zyu/?s that war againſt your Soul? 
Do you lament the diſorders of your ſoul ? Do you 
make uſe of the means which God hath appointed 
to feed your ſoul ?—He has appointed hearing the 
Word, Prayer and the Sacraments, to be the means 
of nouriſhing the Soul. Is it not the height of Folly 
and Madneſs, to deſpiſe and negle& the Soul? 0 
ſinner ; Sin can make THEE m:/erable but it can never 
make thy Soul mortal. Better it would be that you 
had never- been born, than by a Lite of fin and re- 
bellion to forfeit eternal happineſs !/—My dear hear- 
ers, come to JESUS CurIsT: You that have deſpi- 
ſed your own ſouls hitherto, come away to IEs vs 
who is willing to receive the chief of ſinners.— The 
door of FxEE-GRACE and Mztrcy is wide open: 
O that this awful ſolemnity may be the happy 


means of bringing hundreds and thouſands to 7% 


Chrift /-—— —But I ſee the time limited for my 
ſpeaking is juſt expiring : I thank you for the ſeri- 
ous attention you have given to the word ; but that 
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is not ſufficient ; Carry the Text home with you; 
preach it to your own conſciences, and reſt not ſatiſ- 
fied till you have reaſon to believe that your Souls 
are converted to God. 

I am perſuaded we ſhall never meet, all of us 
together again in this world, But we muſt meet 
again in that awful day, ohen the Judgement will ſity 
aud the books ſhall be opencd, and every one in this 


crowd muſt appear cither at the right or left hand of 


the JUDGE of quick and dead, 


Farewell ye Toung people! —O remember your Cre- 
ator Now, Now in the days of your youth; and ſo 
take warning from the fatal Cataſtrophe of theſe two 
young perſons, as to flee from bad Company, which 
gradually led them to acts of Iujuſlice and Violence. 

Farewe! ye Parents: — 0 ſet a good example be- 
fore your Children and Families. Bring tbem up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 

Farewell ye Godly, of whatever denomination! Many 
of you have offered fervent prayers for theſe crimi- 
nals, the Lord grant an anſwer to your petitions ! 

Farewell ye Impenitent and Carecls Sinner—No : 
Give me back that word! alas! Jon cannot fare well 
either in this world or the next, if you continue 
enemies to God.—Indeed, indeed you cannot fare 
well in an unconverted ſtate : Whoever ſpeaks peace 
to you in your ſins, flatters you to your Ruin 
your own conſcience witneſſes againſt you, that you 
cannot fare well; for this is the Declaration of 
Heaven, There is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my God. 
It is my laſt requeſt to you, that you would zo turn 


to the Lord without delay ! | 
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( 1006 SERM, 3. 
Laſtly, Farewell ye dying couuicts“ Your laſt Mo- 

ment is near indeed! J cannot expreſs the anguiſh _ 
of Heart, and ſorrow which J feel on your account: 
I truſt your prayers are fincere.; look to I Es us alone. 
Farewell! God grant you may fare «vell to all Eter- 
mity: The Lord grant that you may find favour in 
his fight for Jeſus' fake !, Amen, Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 


on the Miſery of being at Enmity 
with Gov : and The Happineſs and 
Means of Reſtoration to his Favour. 


MArr. v. 25, 20. 


Agree with thine Adverſary quickly, 
ait thou art in the way with hint; 
| Jeſt at any time the Adverſary deliver 
bbee to the Fudge, and the Fudge deli- 
ver thee to the *Offcer, and thou be caſt 
into priſon. 


Verily I ſay unto thee, hi ſhalt by 
no means come out thence till thou haſt 


s the uttermęſt farthing.. 


HERE is ſomething. very ſolemn in the 
appearance of a Court of Judicature, when 
men are tried for their lives. The very ſight of 
the Judges entering, the Hall of Judgment, has 
ſomething - peculiarly ſtriking to a ſerious mind. 
What Pomp attends them: —To ſee. the Officers 


1 5 05 


* This Sermon was preached at Ipfewich, in Avguſt, 2769, 
Ihen F. Fleet attended under Sentence of Death. 


in their rich liveries— To hear the ſound. of the 
Trumpet, loud and folemn. What Gravity and 
Solemnity appears in the ſlowneſs of the pace with 


which the proceſſion moves on, while the gazing 


multitude fix their eyes continually upon the Judge 


himſelf; When he takes his feat, how awful to 
ſee a fellow creature indicted for ſoms heinous 
miſdemeanor or capital erime—and the attention ot 
all now fixed upon the criminal-—To obſerve the ſe- 
date, patient attention of the Judge to every circum- 
ſtance in the leaſt degree material; his exactneſs in 
ſcrutinizing, his Impartiality in weighing and com- 
paring all circumſtances ;—his Juſtice in repreſen- 
ting them to the Jury—the eloquence of the Advo- 
cates ;—the diſmal clanking of the Priſoners” chains 
the alternate viciffitudes of Fear and Hope as the 
caſe of the arraigned ſeems to vary, are very affec- 
ting! O what agony have I beheld impreſſed upon 
a Priſoner's countenance, when a credible Witneſs 
has been depoſing not only to the identity of his 
perſon and the reality of the fact, but to ſeveral 


heinous aggravations in the committing it !—The ' 


niceſt pencil could not delineate the eagerneſs and 
conſternation apparent in his look ;—How plenti- 
fully did the ſweat burſt out! how faſt the trickling 
tears purſued each other! often looking as if he 
wiſhed to ſpeak, but his words were too big for ut- 
terance ; what forced its way was impetuous, confu- 
fed, unconnected, and little to the purpoſe. —In a 
word : The joy of the acquitted—the dreadful diſ- 
treſs of the convicted and condemned, cannot but 
adminiſter matter of ſerious admonition and inſtruc- 
tion. But what are all the procedures of the molt 
| en 
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ſolemn courts of judicature on earth, when compared 
with that awful Proceſs which will ſoon take place 
before the JUÞGE of quick aud dead, who ſhall judge 
the World in vighteon/neſs . E're long, we ſhall fee 
the KING er GLORY come,—clad in un-created Ex- 
cellence, and magnificently attended with all the 
armies of Heaven !— Angels and Archangels fland be- 
fore him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand of thoſe 
ccleſtial Spirits miniftcr unto him — What is the 
feeble ſound of the moſt ſhrill Trumpet, when com- 
pared with 2he Shout of the Arch-angel and the Trump 
of GOD*,—which will reſound from Pole to Pole, 
penetrating the receſſes of the Tomb, and pour its 
amazing thunder into the deepeſt graves, ſo that the 
very Dead ſhall hear, and the Nations under ground 
mall ſtart into day !-—Ere long we ſhall ſee the au- 
guſt <vhite Throne erected®*, and the King of Glory, 
the JunGE of ALL, take his feat on the dreadful - 
Tribunal: while Wiſdom, Juſtice and Holineſs, 
brighter than ten thoufand ſuns, beam in his coun- 
tenance. On that tremendous day, every one muſt 
take his deciſiwe trial at that righteous Bar. Every 
action muſt come under examination: For each idle 
rvord we muſt render an account, Not ſo much 
as a ſecret thought ſhall eſcape the ſcrutiny. The: 
Criminals, the Impenitent Criminals can neither con- 
ceal their guilt, nor elude the ſentence. They ſhall 
have to do with a Sagacity too keen to be deceived, 
too ſtrong to be refiſted; and with a Severity of moſt 
juſt difpleaſure, that will never relent, never be 
intreated more,—Then what /hame will fluſh the 
guilty cheeks of the ungodly ! what anguiſh wound 
> | their 
* Rev. xx, 11, 5 
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their polluted breaſts !-—How agonizing will it be 
to have all their lily practices and infamous temper; 
expoſed before the innumerable crowd of Witneſſes ! 


O what ghaſtly Agſpair will lowr on the pale counte- 


nances of the throng on the ef? hand /—what rack- 
ing agonies rend their diſtracted hearts !— 
Methinks' by the deep. attention fixed in your 


countenances, you are ready to aſk, —+** How ſhall 
we eſcape the tremendaus judgments which wall 


befall a guilty world in that day?“ 
I anſwer, —By complying with the requirements 


of the Text ; by turning away from fin : by flying 


inſtantly. to the Blood of Fe/s, that all your fins may 
be blotted out, and that you may be found 2nblame. 


able and unreproveable in the preſence. of the whole 


The words of the text are a part of the glorious 


Sermon which our. Lord preached to a large multi- 


tude when a Mountain was his pulpit, and his canopy 
the Arch of Heaven. There he explained the 
Purity and Spirituality of the Law,. in oppoſition to 
the corrupt gloſſes of the Scribes.and Phariſees. —ln 


the verſes preceding the text, he ſhews the exceed- 


ing finfulnefs of raſh, revengeful and careleſs Anger 
and Ewvil-/feaking,. and that theſe things were a ſpe- 
cies of Murder: — He declares that all Offerings aud 
Acts of devotion can be of no avail whilſt men are 
under the Government of ſinful, angry, turbu- 
Tent Paſſions ;. and ſhews the neceſſity of a forgiv- 
ing, reconciling Temper. He alſo ſhews the ncce/- 


fity of our humbling ourſelves and ang pardon of 
thoſe whom we have æwronged or offended, and then 
1 0 
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to come and offer our gift; —and immediately by a 
ſudden, - but beautiful zrarfition, he proceeds to 
ſhew, that if it is our incumbent duty to be recon- 
ciled to a Brother whom we have offended, much 
more is it our w:/dom, intereſt and duty to ſeek prace 
and reconciliation *vith God, whom we have made 
our Enemy by our Sins: And that we ſhould do 
this quickly, without delay, while we are in the way 
of mercy, and before it be tao late; leſt we ſhould be 
cut off by Death and forced to appear at the tremen- 
dous Bar of the great judge, and be caſt for ever into 
Hell. © Agree with thine adverſary quickly, whilfs 
«© thou art in the way with him." 


In explaining theſe words I ſhall ſhew, 
I. Who is meant by the Adver/ary here ſpoken of. 


II. What is implied in this Command and Ex- 
hortation. ** Agree with thize adverſary.” 


III. In what manner, and at what time we are 
to agree with him, 


IV. Who i is meant by the Judge, 


V. Take notice of the Officer here ſpoken of, and 
the conſequence of being delivered to Him. | 


To each of theſe I ſhall ſpeak, and O that the 
good Spirit of God would make the word efetual tor 
Na to all, eſpecially to the | mr under ſentence 
of death; —And, 


1, We are to enquire who is * 4 here 


ſpoken of 
Now 


( 106 Y SERM, 4. 
Now this Adver/ary is no other than the Great and 
Eternal GOD; who himſelf is full of infinite Good. 
=e/5, Clemency and Mercy, as well as Juſfice, Holineſi 
and Faithfulugſi.— But how comes it to paſs that the 
holy Gop became an Adver/ary ? T anſwer, We have 
made him ſo by our /in and rebellion againſt him,— 
Every one by nature is an Enemy to God: mn we 
read He is of purer ges than to-behold iniquity,” and 
that 2vithont holine/s it is impoſſible for any one to ſie 
God with comfort, —The Scripture plainly declares 
to us that God is angry with theavicked every day. 
* The heart-/earching God declares, that the ho ts of 
% man's Heart are evil, and that continually+,”* Thar 
«© we are altogether become abominable, and that there 
% 75 none righteous, no not one. Confequently with- 
out reconciliation. and agreement with God, we can 
never enjoy true Peace or Happineſs, For where this 
agreement is not. eſtabliſhed, he has a Controverſy 
avith us, and is our Laws Adverſary5 : ſo the original 
word ſigniſies.— We brought this Enmity againſt 
God along with us into the world, for we are born in 
fa, our whole natures are corrupted. | 
And not only the Scripture declares this to be the 
caſe but if we examine ourſelves, we ſhall find it ſo, 
Some indeed may have ſome ſpecious qualities and 
human endowments that are amiable and uſe ul in 
the ſight of their fellow- creatures; but in the ſight 
of INFINITE PURITY, we are Nothing, and wor/e 
than. Nothing. The firſt Pair were created perfect ; 
but the divine Image was ſoon defaced by the Fall, 
and all are become corrupt, —Spiritual death, as well 
as natural, is entailed upon a the human Race, 
Ee = | wo * 
Pſalm vii. 11. + Gen. v. 6. § Amid ur©. 
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We have no defire after Holineſs, till the Spirit of God 
quickens us. We are all children of wrath even as 
© others*,”* To what other principle can we poſſi- 
bly aſcribe that coldneſs, and. inattention to ſpiritual 
and eternal Concerns viſible in mankind, but to 
this? How can we account for that averſion to God 
and Goodneſs, ſo apparent in -mankind, but to 
this ?—The Diſeaſes which our Lord cured in the 
days of the fleſh were but emblems of our Spiritual 
Diſeaſes. In the Man that was born Blind, we have 
a true emblem of the Jlindneſs of our minds. The 
Leper that was full of ſpots and blemiſhes was an ex- 
act picture of the Tres of ſin, with which our 
Souls are infected. 5 

Now, againſt all ſin, God is an avowed Enemy: 
It cannot conſiſt with the Purity of His nature to 
have any communion with perſons in an unconvert- 
ed ſtate; but every one is in this ſtate by nature; 
therefore to m— one, out of Chriſt, GOD is a 
conſuming. fire. 
We have alſo made Gop our Wears 175 our ati 


rebellion, We have been ungrateful unto the | beſt 


and kindeſt Benefafor! We have provoked him 
every day ; We have committed iniquity with gree- 
dineſs; we have ran upon the thick Boſſes of his 
Buckler ; we have ſet his law at defiance. If a man 
that pilfers, robs and ſteals is odious to Society ; what 
muſt we be to God, whom we have robbed ? And 
who therefore declares, ** 7 avill be an Adverſary to 
„ my Aawerſuries f. Have we not de/þi/ed his Goſ- 
pel, by rejecting its kind offers? How is the holy name 
of God profane? What dreadful a#s of DImpiety, 
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 Intemperance, Laſciviouſneſi, and Injuſtice, are daily 
committed in every Town and Village!“ and although 
ſome are reſtrained from actually committing ſuch 
outrages, yet what pious Mr. Bradford ſaid of him- 
ſelf is true of every one; vix. The ſeeds of all evil 
are in y heart“. It is only preventing Grace, 
that ſtops the Execution.—Some think that God is 
not heir Adverſary, becauſe they perform ſome few 
moral Duties ; but moral Duties unleſs they proceed 
ſrom love to God, and faith in our Lord IEsus 
Cunts r, are not acceptableds. Men may ſkin over 
the wounds which ſin has made on their ſouls ; but 
*ris ©* Fs blood alone that cleanſeth from all fin.” Let 
me aſk You that expect to be ſaved for your good 
Deeds, Have you rendered an entire obedience to 
God's whole Law which requires an exa# and full 
conformity to every part? A perfect God will have a 
perfe#t ſervice, —This all muſt allow: The thing 
ſpeaks for itſelf :—If any one has done this, then 
God is not that perſon's adverfary : And ſuch have 
no need of a Redeemer. But if you have deviated 
ever ſo little, from the path of God's command- 
ments, though it be but in thought, it will not 
_avail;—for thus ſaith the Scripture, ** Cur/edis 
© every one that continucth not in all the things avritten 
4% iz the law to do them. You fee then, that the 
great and holy Gap is become our adverſary. —Be- 
cauſe of n, we are at enmĩty with God! I would 
theretore 


i The renowned Bradford the Martyr.---Who when he ſaw a 
Criminal carried to be executed, uſed to lay, * & there goes MY 


WICKED SELF. 
$ St. Auſtin calls thoſe Duties which proceed not from Fairy 


« ſplendida peccata, i. e. Glittering vices, 
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therefore aſk every ſoul in this congregation, and 
may God help you all in general, and the priſoners in 
particular, to anſwer aright !-—Are gou in a ſlate of 


nature, or not? Have you felt the abeight of fm, and 


are yon fincerely deſirous to be free from the guilt of 


it by the merits of Chriſt? — If ſo, the ſpirit of God 


is at work upon your heart ; —the Lord is bringing 
you out of your natural darkneſs ixto his marvelous 
l;zht,—But if you never yet ſaw the evil of /n, as 
againſt a pure and holy God; it you have not ſeen 
your heart-fins, — Indeed you never yet mourned 
after a godly ſort. But on the contrary, the man that 
is uncon vi c of this, is indifferent about the matter; 
he is indifferent about ſalvation ; he is unconcerned 
about his ſoul.— A criminal may be ſorry for his 
offences, becauſe of the ſhame and ontward ſufferings 
that they bring upon him ; and not becauſe of his 
fin, as it is committed againſt a good and gracious God, 
Others may perhaps perform ſome outward acts of 
Religion, (which are good in their place) and may 
be able ro diſcourſe much about it, yet the Heart, 
may all this while be unrenewed.—O man / if this 
is thy caſe, thou art no better than a painted Sepulchre ! 
A ſpeculative aſent unto this or that doctrine, to 
this or that Creed will avail thee nothing, without a 
rencabed heart. Hear this, O thoughtleſs ſinner, 
and tremble + Whoever thou art, the eternal God is 
thine adver/ary ! Thou haſt by thy ſins made him thy 
enemy, and who can deliver thee from his powerful 
hand? No wealth can bribe, no ſubtilty can deceive, 
no ſtrength can overcome Him !—Remember, that 
whilſt thou art at enmity with Gop, all nature is at 
entity with ee: Thou art under all the curſes of 

| 5 the 
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the Law; and unleſs thou art reconciled to God in 


even the vengeance of incenſed and inflexible Fuftice ! 
The Bloody axe, and torturing wheel, are eaſe and 
tranquility, when compared with that 7 U natio- 
f and «vrath that hangs over thy guilty head! If this 
| is thy caſe, how dreadful is thy ſituation ! Good 

God! How can you be ea/y? How can you / a 
Moment's repoſe, while God is your Enemy ? Ho can 


| you venture to cloſe your eyes in cep, when you can- 


| not tell but you muſt open them 1a hell-Aames ?*—And 
can you be happy in ſuch a cafe? It, whilſt I am 
ſpeaking, a Meſſenger was to come in, and with ter- 


| | | ror tell any of you that are parents, that a child of 


your's is fallen into the fire, and was dying, could any 
of your friends perſuade you to be eaſy, and give 
yourſelves no concern about the matter? — Thy ſoul 
O ſinner, is at ſtake! *Tis in danger of falling into 
the flames of hell! and canſt hou be eaſy ?—Be not 
offended becauſe I tell you the truth: Who would 
not give warning, it he ſaw an enemy's approach? 
If he ſhould refuſe to warn, the e punilhment 
would be his due: and this a miniſter deſerves, it he 


| 


ſo ſeaſonable as the preſent, whilit the lamp of litc 
is burning, and the day of grace continues? O 2u; 
we, turm ye, why will ye die? Let me ſound in your 
ears the Angel's admonition, and may the Lord of 
Angels, may the Friend of finners convey it to your 
hearts? Eſcape for your lives, left you be conſumed ]“ 
—leſt the Fudgements of God, and the wrath of God 
(more to be feared than Torrents of Flames !) fur- 
round you ſuddenly, ſeize you unavoidably, and over- 
whelm you in Ruin temporal and eternal ! — But, 


this Life, the ſoreſt vengeance will overtake thee, 


does not alarm you of your danger. And what time 


Let us enquire 1 


— 
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4. 
in II. What is implied in this Command and Exhor- 
e, tation, —** Agree <vith thine adverſary? 8 
LM 
id 1. This plainly implies a 4 Fs, and d:/af- 
T feclion to God. —Aſk many people whether they are 
is diſaffected to God? They will anſwer, no.” . Ak 
N them, Do you love him?” They will anſwer, 
13 „ VES.“ And they will aver, that Gop and HEY 
in have been alavays Friends. | 
= Permit me to bring this matter home to your 
d { thoughts this day: You ſay that God and you have 
m been always good Friends, as you term it. Pray 
r. have not ſerious thoughts of God often been unwel- 
of come to you? And is not this a plain proof of dit- 
y agreement ? Is that a proof of Love and Friendſhip, 
e when you are awver/e to a perſon, and turn out of 
1l your way to hun Him? 
0 Have you never indulged the Fool's wiſh, ** That 
't % there vas no GO? Did this Blaſphemy never ſhed 
d its malignant poiſon in your Heart? If there was 
20 God, then you would fin without controul and 
w without Dread of Puniſhment : and how ſweet were 
e this !—Ts not this a proot of extreme averſion and 
diſagreement, to with /ecretly tha the great Parent 
A ef all Good had no being ?—Can the rankeſt enmity 
: lie higher? Again, 
a Did you never ſecretly APR h his ads ? I mean, 
did you never diſapprove and deſpiſe the purity of 
„ his law, and ſecretly wiſh it was not ſo ſtrict? Did 
1 you never murmur and cavil at the reſtraints of his 
: Law, and with you might live as you liſted, with- 
; out Fear of an Hereafter ? Did you never deſpiſe, or 
publickly mock and ridicule godly People for their 
; ; Holy 
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55 SERM, 4. 
holy walk, and con/cientions. obſervance of the com- 
mands of God? Did you not account the religion 
of JIEs us as a poor, melancholy thing ?—Does not 
this prove Avertion and Diſagreement ? Are you not 
conſcious, that you love other Per/ons and Things 
more than Gop? that you love your Pleaſures, Ho- 
nours and Riches more than the EVER BLESSED Gon? 
Do not you find a thouſand Things in the world en- 
groſs more of your Thoughts, your Cares, Deſires, 
Joys, Sorrows, Hopes, and Fears, than God, or 
any of His concerns ? 


2. All Sin is contrary to God: There is nothing 


upon Earth, or in Hell, ſo repugnant to his Nature, 


or fo mueh the object of his implacable Indigna- 
tion. It is his hatred to fin, that has turned his 


heart againſt any of his Creatures: and is the cauſe 


of all the Vengeance that he has inflifted upon the 


- guilty Inhabitants of this World, or the Spirits of 


Hell, —Now is it poſſible for you to love, at the fame 
time, two things that are ſo oppoſite and ſo eter- 
nally irreconcileable to each other? —As much love 
as you have to azy unlawful pleaſure, ſo much aver- 
ſion and enmity have you to a HoLy Gop. Hence 
the Apoſtle ſays, You were enemies in your minds by 
« wwiched awworksF —intimating, that the Love and 
Practice of our wicked works, is a plain evidence of 
inward Variance, and enmity of mind towards God. 
This then is an eftabliſhed Truth, that ſo far as you 
love any fin, ſo far you are averſe to God; and if 
you take a view of your Temper and Practice whilſt 
you are in love with any ſin, you muſt be unavoida- 
bly convicted of the dreadful Crime of being at 
Yai ariance with God. | 

+ Col, . 41. 1 


- 
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3. That unconverted Sinners are at variance with 
God will plainly appear, if you conſider the general 
manner of People's /erving Gop in the duties of Re- 
gion. How do people in general pray, meditate, 
or hear, the word of God ? Do they perform theſe 
Duties as the uin {ſervants of a Maſter whom they 
we? Do not you very often enter upon his ſervice 
with Reluctance or Liſtleſſneſs, and perform it with 
languor and indifference, as a buſineſs ſor which you 
have no heart ?—Is is your manner of manifeſting 
Lore ? Did any of you. obſerve on yonder Nace- 
ground a few weeks ago, What Fire, Vigour and 
| Act. vity was then diſcovered on ſeeing a few Horſes 
run !—Take notice of the worldly- minded man 
with what Tntenſeneſs of Heart does he purſue the 
mammon. of unrighteouſueſs | View Gamefters and 
Card-players.;, Old and Young of them are continu- 
ally forming Parties for Gaming :—and they will 
gravely tell you, „Gala is not our Aim; we play 
only to Fill TIME.“ Shocking "Thought !—Pray 
why do you blame that fooliſh. Zmperor, who amuſed 
himſelf in killing troubleſome Flies and Time toge- 
ther ?—Verily Card-pleyers and Gameſters are not ſo 
well employed, - How contemptible, how. unwor- 
thy of rational Creatures, who ſtand cvery moment 
upon the brink of the Grave, are the ſe amufemonts ! 
Yet Love for theſe will give Lite and Vigour to their 
Purſuers,—Love indeed is an active Principle, a. 
vigorous ſpring of action; and if 24/5 was the Mo- 
tive of your religions Services, there would be abun- 
dantly more Savin and Life in them :. You would 
then indeed be fervent in Spirit, Gabe the Lara 

I might multiply other evidences to prove the 
averſion of mens hearts to God; but L haſten to ob- 
ſerve, L 4 IT. Thar: 


* Rom, xIi. 11. 
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II. That this kind Command and affecting Exhor- 
tation in the Text, implies the Love, Patience and 
Long: ſuſfering of God. O Amazing Love! that 
God ſhould invite a rebellious world © to be at Peace 


„ with Him!” O the Patience, Condeſcenfion 


and Forbearance of our God!“ He qvaiteth to be gra- 
* ciousò ſays the Prophet. Hx that hath Power ſut- 
ficient to ſtrike the tinner to the loweſt Hell, waz; 
to be gracious !—The GREAT Gov, whom we have 
abuſed, intreats us to be reconciled !—All this He 
does, not that it may add any thing to his own 
Happineſs; but that he may communicate his 
Goodneſs to 26. — What is the Sun the better for the 
Earth? It is neither brighter nor warmer for it.— 


If God ſhould frike as often as we fr, Who would 


cape Men are long in building any thing; but 
quick in deſtroying. A city, which the ſucceſſion 
of many years improvement hath brought to her ut- 
moſt beauty, may ſoon be demoliſhed by the fire of an 
Enemy. Gop alone, is quick in mating; How Hop 
in deftreying !\— When he came to queition apoſtate 
Adam, it was in the cool of the day; not in the 
Heat of his Anger. —He that made the world in Six 
days, and could with equal eaſe have done it in fix 
hours, ſpared it above a thouſand Years before the 
Flood came. He allowed N:nevch the reſpite of for:y 
Days; But who can number the Days, the Months 
and Years which /icentious Nineveh enjoyed before 
that time ?—He was longer in deſtroying the City of 
Jericho, than in creating the World. When filthy 
Sodom was to be deſtroyed, *®tis ſaid “ the angels 
% qualked,” —they did not run or fly, but warKED 
towards Sodom; to ſhew forth the Patience and 
Long-ſuffering of God. Our fins have ſtrove with 
hrs 

1 Joh, aii. 27. | 
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his goodneſs for victory: We have been fatted 
with his Bleſſings, and though we fpurn at his pre- 
cepts, yet, ſays He, ** Agree with me, awhilft you 
G gre in the way. — This, one would think, is 
enough to draw Tears from the Eyes of the moſt 
hardened Sinner, 


1. Agree with thine adverſary quickly !”* that is 
the ſame as if he had faid, ** Belewe in the Lord and 
repent of your ſius. — This is God's method of recon- 
ciling finners. It is as if our Lord had ſaid, Be 
„deeply ſenfible of your Guilt; the Wiekedneſs, 


% Baſeneſs, and inexpreſſible Malignity of your 


© Enmity and Rebellion againſt God! Return to 

' HIM your r/ghtful Sovereign as convicted, ſelf-con- 

demned, penitent, broken-hearted Rebels, as 

confounded and aſhamed of your conduct; loath- 

ing yourſelves becauſe of your unnatural diſattec= 

&« tion to ſo gracious a KING.“ This is one great 
article in this treaty of peace. 


2. Agree with thine adverſary: i. e. Agree 
with Him whom you have made your Adverſary, 
by heartily conſenting to be reconciled to God in 
Chrift Feſus.; For you muſt come in upon the foot- 
ing of that act of grace, which is publiſhed in the 
Goſpel through Chrift, and expect no Favour at all, 
upon the footing of your own. Goodneſs, The me- 
rit of what many call their good actions, their Repen- 
tance, their Prayers, and their acts of Charity, muſt 
all paſs for nothing in the matter of acceptance with 
God. No, you muſt depend /3/ely and entirely upon: 
the infinite merits of Chriff”s obedience. and ſufferings, 
as the ground of your acceptance with God; and 
hope for Forgiveneſs and Favour from his mercy 


| beſtowed upon you, only for the ſake of Chriſt, It 


does 
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(460 SERM, 4. 
does not conſiſt with the Dignity and Perfections yt 
the KING of HEAVEN to receive Rebels into Favour 
upon any other foundation. And what think you 
of this article? Do you agree to it? or is It too 
great a mortification to renounce all things in your- 
ſelves, and conſent to be ſaved only by Faith in the 
Righteouſneſs of the great IMMANUEL 2 


3. Agreewith Him: that is, Devote yourſelves 
to his will.—If you agree with him, according to 
the Goſpel, his Law muſt be the Rule of your tem- 
pers and practice: whatever he commands, you 
muſt honeſtly endeavour to perform, without exccp- 
ting to any one duty, however laborious or dif- 
agreeable to Nature : and. whatever he forbids, you 
muſt abſtain from, however pleaſing, advantageous, 
or faſhionable. You muſt no. longer look upon 
yourſelves ** as your own, but as bought with a price; 
aud are therefore bound to glorify Him with your 
& Souls, and with your Bodies which are His. - And 
can you make any difficulty of complying with this 

method? can you object againſt obeying Him, whom 
the angels of Heaven obey ? His Law unites your 
Duty and Happineſs together :—it forbids nothing 
but what is hurtful. O-how can you make any dir- 
ficulty of this! f N | 


4» ** Agree 1 bin” by king off all Priend- 
Ship with his enemies. Break off all friendſhip with 


the wicked faſhions: and cuſtoms of the world: 


break of your love of guilty pleaſures, Injuſtice, and 
ſin of every form: Let him that ole, fical no more.” 
Break off from-your old companions in fin.—And 
will any of you Je ſitate as to this article ? Is fin fo 


fveet a * in f and o happy in its conſequences, 


that 


5 
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that you are loth to part with it? The conſequence 
of finning is ſometimes dreadful in this world. See 
a monument of it in the ſhackles of a fellow-crea- 
ture now before you! May God ſet his foul at li- 
berty from the Bonds of guilt and the ſhackles of 
corruption. — But 'tis time to proceed in ſhewing, 


III. In what Mauner, and at what T imme We are to 
agree with him ? 


To this Queſtion the Text replies: Agree avith 


* thine adverſary, QUICKLY.” There is no time 
to be of: There is not a Moment you can call your 


own ; the very next hour, you may drop to the 
dwellings of darkneſs ! Therefore Haſte for thy 
Life] flay not in all the plains!” We are com- 
manded to agree quickly: Delays are dangerous.— 
The perſon that was purſued by the avenger of blood, 
made haſte to fly to the city of Refuge. —Loſe no 
Time; Embrace the preſent opportunity : “ Now 1 
the acc epted time, Now is the day of ſalvation :" 

Now is the time to call upon Gon. Our Lord ſaid 
to Zaccheus, Make haſte to come down.” A fem 
days will put a period to our Lives; Now mercy 
may be had: Now the Lamb of God fretcheth forth 


the ſcepter of his Grace, and inviteth finners to be 


reconciled unto himò. The Shepherds came av:/t5 
haſte to Jeſus at Bethlehem : To- pA let us hear 
% his woice.”” ** To-day” is Gop's note: FTo-morrotu, 

is the voice of the Tempter. Licentious finners will 


be their own, NOW; and will repent, they ſay, 
HEREAFTER; and this truly is the deceitfulnefs of 


ſin. The want of reſolution to enter into the way 
of 


§ 2 Cor, v. 20. 1 Luke ii. 16. 
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of Righteouſneſs, is the forlorn ſtate of a ſinner.— 
Sloth, and rejecting the invitation of Chriſt, hare 
been reproved in the very market]: How much 
worſe is it in the vineyard ! Time is the meaſure 
of buſineſs, as money is of wares; and what thrifty 


man will loſe his Marketing ?—lf true Religion is 
abſolutely neceſſary, you cannot enter upon it too 


ſoon.—If ever you mean to be godly, why not nos? 
The neglect of the preſent time has ruined thouſands, 
Cz/ar had a Letter put into his hand by a Friend 
the night before he was lain, adviſing him not to 
go to the Senate-houſe on the morrow, for a con- 
ſpiracy was formed againſt him. He took the Let- 
ter and left it unopen'd, ſaying, ** To-morrow eis a 
neau day :” but this neglect coſt him his Life. Our 


God has not promiſed To-morrow to any of us— 


Some people on a fight of condemned Male factors, 
may ſay, Ah! they are happy, becauſe they know 
„% when they are to die, that they may be prepared 
& for it.” Are they indeed ? Perhaps this may be 
the thought of ſome concerning the poor condem- 
ned priſoner before us.—Then you allow that there 
is a preparation needful for Death and Eternity: 
and Why do you neglect this preparation ?—The 


youngell of you may die before the priſoner, though 


his ſentence is paſt When you lend money you 
require ſecurity, and at the ſame time colour your 


ſuſpicion of want of truſt, with Mortality. You ſay, 


«© Men are mortal: We have no leaſe of our lives.“ 
True: But in matter of conwer/fon, and the buline!s 
of your ſalvation, you promiſe yourſelves NSH 


years, or at leaſt a great many to come; and peop'c 


ſo live as if they never expected to die. Some have 
| been 


I Matt, xx, 6, + Dies nos Hua. 
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been called into the vineyard at the Eleventh Hour; 
But when God calls thee at the third, neglect not 
to come; for thou art not ſure to live to the forrth, 
But alas! how many are there who neglect the pre- 
font Moment, and truſt to a death-bed Repentance ? 
ſo that when all hope of Life is paſt, they will ſend 
ſor miniſters to pray with them, and give them the 
Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper, which I much fear, 
proves an opiate rather than true comfort to many; 
as they look upon it as a kind of paſſport to Hea- 
But, 


ven. 


Is it a proper time, on a c bed, for furniſhing our 
lamps with oil? Can you then go to the market and 
buy*? You will find it work enough to liſten to your 
pains. I do not ſay that a death-bed Repentance is 
too late; but J fear *tis ſeldom true and ſincere. 
Sorrows on a ſick-bed are, I fear, often like the ſor. 
rows of ſome malefactors, who have more dread of 
the Shame and Pwuni/hment of fin, than real hatred to 
it. Nothing, 'tis true, is zmpeſſible with God: He 
ſaid Let there be Light, and there was Light” 
which ſpread through all the diſmal dominions of 
primeval darkneſs At his command a Leproſy of 
the longeſt continuance, and utmoſt inveteracy de- 
parts: — He can, in the greatneſs of his ſtrength 
quicken the wretch that has lain dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, not four days, but fourſcore years !—Yet 
truſt not a point of ſuch inexpreſſible importance, 
to ſo dreadful an uncertainty - God may ſuſpend 
his Power, may withdraw his Help; may fwvear in 
his wrath that ſuch abuſers of his long-/uffering ſhall 
never enter into his Reft / 


* Matt. xxv. 9. 
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Axree with him QuickLy! ? Now, whilſt you 
are in the bloom of your Health, and the vigour of 


your years !—Improve the preſent precious oppor. 


tunity :——Improve theſe golden moments to the no- 
bleſt of all purpoſes !-—-O ye young people, ſtand 
not, all the prime of your days idle /—Trifle no lon- 
ger with the free offers of Grace and Salyation ;— 
Make haſte and delay not the time, to keep God's 
commandments !—-While you are loitering, Death 
perhaps is bending his bow, and marking you out 
for his victim 


& Agreexvith him quickly—whilf thou art in the 
% auay with him. While we are alive, we are in the 
way: after Death it will be % late! You are in the 


 avay with him in the uſe of his Word and Ordinances, 


The ETERNAL Gop of Angels and Men is now in the 
midſt of this Congregation, holding forth the offers 


of his Mercy and Grace in his Word and Provi- 


dence: He knows the inmoſt thoughts of every 
heart ;—He knows whether our hearts are truly 
humbled ;—whether we hear his word for informa- 
tion and direction, or whether we oppoſe and reject 
what we hear. —Yea, this GREAT and 600d GOD 
is inviting us to turn to him and live !—He invites 
you to come to him, that you may have life. The 


BLESSED Ixsvs calls to us, by his Craſs and Suffer— 


ings; He invites us, by every affliction and trial; 


le is ready to ſhew mercy to the chief of finners; 


—0 give him your heart !—O Sinner, Thruſt not 


thine unhallowed Hands into his fide by rejecting 


Him ! Crucify him not afreſh ! There is Love and 


Pity in his Heart, and Power enough to help thee. 
Serve 


Sta. 4. „ 
Serve his Enemies no longer: Leſt the LIoN of zhe 
tribe of Fudah ſhould rend thee in pieces — | 
Which reminds me to conſider, 


IV. Who is meant by the Judge 2 


This Judge is no other than the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
He is to be the Judge of the quick and dead. God 
© hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world 
i righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordain- 
© *. He cometh,” —cries a mighty ſeraph! 
% to judge the world in rigliteouſugſi f! He cometh, 
not as formerly, in the habit of a Servant; but clad 
with «xcreated Glory, and attended with all the ar- 
mies of Heaven, That ſame s who was (here 


- 


Lg 


3 upon earth) accompanied only by a ferv poor fiſber- 


nen, will then come attended with Legions of Angels. 
—Hz that while on Earth had not a place where to lay 
his head; has the kingdom of heaven at his diſpo- 
ſal, to give it to whomſoever he will !—Hz that 
once was crown'd with Thorns, will come with a2 
Crown of Glory, and diſplay the eULLNEss of his 


| Gopuzad !—That BLESSED REDEEMER, whom ſin- 


ners 204v reject with ſcorn, will hen be to them an 
angry Fudge ! And though they may eſcape judgment 
on earth, yet then every heart will be diſcloſed, and 
it will be in vain to attempt to hide themſelves with 
deceit, —Offended Fuftice will then throw open all the 
recefles of iniquity, and npeniteut Sinners will be con- 
tounded before Angels and Men O ye followers of 
the Lamb! Behold him, and wonder, and love 
This is HE, who bore ali your iniquities on the igno- 
minious Croſs! This is Hz who fulfilled a// Righ- 
tcouſneſs, for the juſtification of yorr perſons 

M Behold 
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< Behold him, O ye deſpiſers of his Grace !—This i; 


HE whoſe. merciful offers you have deſpiſed, and 
whoſe precious blood you have trampled upon 
What can you expect theretore, but to be doomed to 


everlaſting perdition, and delivered to the hands of 


the molt cruel officer? Which naturally leads me to 


the laſt thing propoſed for our enquiry, E. 


V. Who is this Officer, to whom the wicked ſhall 
be delivered: ? 


This Officer is no other than the Devil; that 


grand enemy of ſouls! by whom hardened ſinners 
mall be for ever tormented, He will hang them up 


as the fooliſh monuments of his conqueſt. How 
will this mercileſs Tyrant, this cruel Jailor upbraid 
them with their Sins and Diſobedience, and their 


rejecting of Chriſt as a Saviour! Will he not ſay to 


them, Ye damned priſoners, I never did you the 
„ leait good Turn; I never endured the leaſt pain 
« for you; yet your willing hearts were ever rea- 
% dyto execute my devices: and how perfectly are 
„ you transformed into my image! And as for that 
% Saviour, who ſuffered, died, and roſe again to fave 
& ſinners, you rebelled againſt him. For You he 
« did much good; but none for ne: For You he 
4 ſuffered much evil; for Lou he opened his Trea- 
«© ſures of Bleſſings ; yea, he ſhed his heart's blood to 
„ redeem Jou. Yet you turned all his Grace into 
4% wantonneſs, and all his Mercy into contempt : 
Therefore he hath ſaid in his wrath, ** Depart ye 
« curſed into everlaſiing Fire.“ „All the Whips 
„and Scorpions of the Infernal pit are now ready 
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« for you!“ O what Language can paint the miſe- 
ries of the damned ? It Belſbaxzar was ſo confounded 
at the fight of the Hand which wrote his doom upon 
the wall, and threaten'd him with the loſs of his 
kingdom; — What muſt it be, to loſe the Argdom C 
Heaven, and Eternal Life ?—— 


Puniſhment, and Siu unrepented of, are like Hyp9- 
crates's Talus: If they laugh together for a while, 
yet they ſhall weep together too. The Devil ſerves 
men as Jae did Siſera: He ſpeaks peaceably at firſt: 
He gives the kiſſes, and language of peace; then 
lulls them afleep, and pierces their Hearts with ten 
thouſand ſorrows, and Waters of a ful cup of un- 
mixed Wrath are wrung out for them !— | 


But what adds moſt unto the miſery of the wick- 
ed, is the Date of it; and that is, ErERNALI—-In 
that dreadful Word lies all the emphaſis of Torment ! 
—This word, Eternal, is an Hell in Hell, If they 
might be releaſed from the Pain, tho” it were by 
annihilation, after they had wept away ten thouſand 
millions of ages in extremity of anguiſh, this would 
be a great mitigation. But our Lord aſſures us of 
the contrary in the Text, ſaying, ** Yerily, I ſay unto 


« thee, thou fhalt by no means come out thence, till thou 


« haft paid the uttcrmoſ? farthing. ” And that muſt 
be for ever paying! For ſuch is the perpetuity of this 
miſery, that they which might have found Life but 
would not ſeek it; ſhall at laſt ſeek death and can- 


not find it. There the worm dieth not, and the fire 


hall newer be quenched ! . They ſhall defire to die, 
&* but Death ſhall flee from them.” A good Day makes 
amends for a bad Night; but there it will be Night, 
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which no Day ſhall ever follow :—and therefore 'tis 
called, ** everlaſiing darkneſs . „In the rougheſt 
Tenpet, in the moſt weariſome Journey, there is 
ſome comfort; becauſe there is Hope of an End: 
but theſe Pains and Miſeries are without any Ter- 
mination, —That is a long ſentence which has no 


Period; a doleful Night, which hath no Morning; 


a woful darkneſs, where no Star communicates a 
glimmering light. But ere, is Darkneſs and Pain, 
inceſſant, — without mitigation, — Eternally ex- 
zreme ! and there the wicked ſhall be doom'd to lic! 
like malefactors preſſing to Death, calling in vain 
tor more weights to diſpatch them, even to Moun- 
and Rocks : but no Relief can be procured, But 
I paſs from the awful Subject ! to 


The APPLICATION, 


1. Let me ſpeak to You, who have no con- 
cern about your agreement with God, no ſerious 
thoughts concerning your reconciliation with Him, 
whom you have made your enemy by your ſins, 


Remember, You are made for Eternity : You are 


izzmortal Beings : You muſt dwell with God in Hea- 
ven, or with Devils in Hell, and that to the endleſs 
Ages of Eternity !—And you know not how ſoon 
you may be ſummoned into that inviſible World. 
This night, perhaps your Souls ſhall be required of 
you.—Do you ſeriouſly conſider to which of the: 
everlaſting abodes you are approaching? Or which 
of theſe unchangeable ſtates you are to meet ?—It i 


the unalterable Reſolution of the righteous Judge, 


that Except you be converted, you cannot enter the 
k 1 od 07; 
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| kingdom of heawen. You all hope for Heaven, and I 


pray God you may not be diſappointed in yourHope ; 


; but have you diligently enquired, whether you have 


experienced a true converſion to God? Is there a 
ſpiritual change wrought in your Souls ? Are your 
affections taken off from Vanity, and fixed on an infi- 
nitely amiable God ? Is your Memory filled with the 
truths of the Goſpel? Are your defires rifing to 
things above? To expect the bleſſedneſs of Heaven, 
and have no concern about the renewal of your Na- 
ture, is to deſpi/e the counſels of CHRIST, who has 
ſaid, © Except ye be born again, you cannot enter the 
«® kingdom of heaven*.” It is the ſtanding Rule of 
Heaven, that avi7hout Holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the 
& Lordjþ, —Perhaps. many of you have never confi- 
dered this; never ſo much as conſidered the affairs 
of Eternity ; the nature of Converſion, and the ne- 
ceſſity of a Conformity to CHRIS FH: Theſe things 
perhaps are ſeldom in your thoughts. If ſo, Be 
aſſured you are yet in your fins. —You are far from 
Holineſs, 

Want of conſideration opens a door to numberleſs 
ſins.— Would this poor Man under condemnation 
have ventured to commit acts of violence and injuſ— 


tice, if he had conſidered the Evil of ſuch crimes ? 


The want of confederation is heinous enough to make 
Heaven and Earth amazed, For thus faith the 


Lord; Hear O Heawens, and give car O Karth, I 


6 have nouriſhed and brought up Children and they hawe 


„ rebelled againſi me. The ox knoxweth its owner, and © 


i the Aſs his Mafter*s Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, 


1 my People do not conſider IP An inconſtderate Life 


N 2 is 
*. John iii. 3+ || Heb. xii. 14. 5 Iſaiah i. 2, 3 
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is an uninterrupted courſe of fin It is one conti- 
nued act of Rebellion againſt God. It diſobeys a 
poſitiue command : For thus ſaith the Lord, Con ſi. 


+50 der your aways,” —Turn then from this ſtupid, 


inconſiderate ſtate! Be ſenſible of your Guilt, 


your Mifery and Ruin: Turn without delay, 


Agree with him quickly!—Tf, while I am ſpeaking, 


the Zarth ſhould reel 10 and fro, and be in ſtrong 


convulſions under your feet; if it ſhould open its 
horrid Jaws frightfully wide to devour you, would 
not every one here be greatly alarmed ?—O Sinners 
how then can you be careleſs and unconcerned, 


when Hell from beneath 1s ready to ſwallow you up, 


even to endleſs Perdition ?—If, while I am ſpeaking, 
this Building was rocking over your Heads, and tot- 
tering on every fide; if the Beams were breaking, 
and the Walls cleaving, would you not with aſtonfſh- 
ment inſtantly fly to a place of ſafety ? And how is 
it, that many of you are under, no apprehenſion of 


danger, when the zzdignation of the Almighty, which 


1s worſe than ten thouſand falling Mill-ſtones, is 
ready to grind you to Powder? O 7nconfiderate, care- 
leſs finners ! Zou are this day umpleaded at God's BAR. 
Whilſt you continue /#c4, you are upon the brink of 
everlaſting deſtruction : The curſes of God are im- 
pending over you, and ready to be poured out upon 
vou; which will turn al! your carnal delights into 
aveeping, watling, and gnaſhing of Teeth !—And will 
not theſe Terrors awaken, alarm, and perſiuade you? 
If Gov ſhould once more renew the Thunder and 
Lizhtning, the Darkneſs and Tempeſt of Sinai, and 
ſpeak to you, as he did to the trembling Iſraelites : 
or, if he ſhould appear to you in all the amiable and 

alluri . 
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alluring glories of a $1N-PARDONING Gon, and pray 


you to be reconciled to Him ; Would you not regard the 


propoſal ? Or, If the bleſſed IEsus, who once pray- 
ed for his Enemies upon the Croſs, ſhould now priy 


you from his Throne in Heaven, and beg you to be 


reconciled: Would you di/regard the Intreaty ? 
Would you rezed the offer? Well, This free Offer of 
Peace and Salvation is as really made to you by the 
zLEs8ED Gop and his Son IE Sus CHRIST, as if it 
were expreſſly propoſed to you by an articulate 
voice from Heaven. — Therefore the Apoſtle was 
conſtrained, ant it is the duty of all God's faithful 
Miniſters, ** to beſeech ſinners to be reconciled unto 
“ God.” Yes, We pray and beſtech you, in the name 
of GoD, the Greateff and Befi of Beings, whom An- 
gels love and adore, and before whom Devils trem- 
ble! We pray and beſeech you in his Name, and 


for the ſake of IEsus, the true Friend of Publicans 


and Sinners, who lived a Life of Labour and Sor- 
row, who went about doing good; who died 
upon a torturing Croſs, and ſhed his blood to atone 
for your fins :—We pray you, we beſeech you for 
your Souls ſakes, to be reconciled unto Him !— 


And ſhall the name of IEs us be a Triſle in your eſ- 


teem !—Shall the name of JEsus have No INL u- 
ENCE upon you this day ?—We intreat you, by the 
preciouſneſs of your immortal Souls, as you tender 


your eternal Peace, Break off your treaty with fin 


and turn to the Lord. O thou benign Creator of the 
world, Thou God of our Life, ſend down thy om- 
nipotent Spirit to ſet home theſe Scripture perſuaſi- 
ons or threatnings, upon the hearts of Sinners this 
Day: For alas! how ineffectual will they be, with- 
out urs divine influence. | 2, How 
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2. How happy are thoſe who have been enabled 
to comply with the requirements of the Text, and 
are in a ſtate of peace, and reconciliation with God! 
— Happy indeed are they, who have His Lowe 


Ned abroad in their Hearts, who deny all ungodlin 


aud fleſhly luſts, and live ſoberly, rightcouſly and god- 
ly in this preſent world, and are looking for that bled 
Hope, and the apprarance of the GREAT GoD and our 
SAvIour JESUS CHRIST: True Holineſs 1s the 
Health, the Happineſs of the Soul: It is the be- 
ginning of Heaven therein. The Day of Judye- 
ment, which will dawn with a /owvring aſpect upon 
impenitent ſinners, will open with chearful Glad; 
upon all the Godly.—No Marriage-day ever brought 
with it ſo much Joy and Luſtre.—The voice of the 
ARCHANGEL, which will break up every Tomb, 
will yield the moſt pleaſing Melody to the riſing Saints, 
O how #r:/;ant will the aſſembly be, when from the 
four Winds the dear Favourites of Heaven are col- 
lected into one Body !—What Extacy will fill every 
breaſt of thoſe who ſhall compoſe it! How 7!lu/trion; 
will they be in the eyes of the Beholders !—How 
tranſporting will the voice be to them, when they 
hear the JupGs ſay, % Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
& enter into the j er of your Lord! 


3. Let me ſ peak a word to you, ye humble penitents, 


who are convinced of fin, and mourn before God 


for your iniquities ! Be of good comfort: God has 
abounded in the Riches of his Grace towards you, 


and has given you a Nanſom to rely on, of higher 


dignity than all * and of more value than all 
Worlds. 
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Worlds. We read, that the men of Tyre made Blaſtus, 
the King's chamberlain, their friend. My Brethren, 
the Gob oF GLORY has conſtituted his PEAR SON, 
your atoning Sacrifice, your prevailing Advocate, your 
Friend indeed! -The men of Tyre deſired the con- 
ditions of peace. The LoxD Jesvs ChRIS hath 
obtained and fulfilled the conditions of peace. Could 
there be a more glorious Perſon choſen, to act as your 
Reconciler, than the Prince of Heaven and Heir of all 
Things? Could there be a more effectual method 
of Reconciliation, than his obedience unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs ?—O cloſe in with this 
method of Salvation! This is the way to be at 
agreement with God. — Fly to this all-/ufficicnt Re- 
deemer ; Rely on his meritorious Sufferings ! Be your 
fins ever ſo numerous, ever ſo enormous, they need not 
be any bar to your acceptance: For God has re- 
ceived an atonement, an infinite atonement ! fo that 
he can admit you to his favour, unworthy as you 
are, without the leaſt blemiſh to his avenging Juſ- 
tice; for he is well pleaſed with his Sen, and well 
pleaſed with all that believe in Him.—Place a chear- 
ful confidence in his propitiatory merits, and let this 
Free, rich Grace kindle in your hearts a ſacred zeal to 
svalk in his ftatutes and to be Zealous of good wworks,— 


Laſtly. Let me add yet a few words to yo the 


| Priſoner, to the many which I have ſpoken to you 


in private. When I viſited you, and ſome other 
Priſoners, after Sentence was paſt, how different 


were hour apprehenſions and heirs to what they were 
| $ not 
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( 130 0 | SER, & 
not long ago !—-Thoſe who lately revelled in debuu- 
chery, as if they were afraid they could not ſoon 
enough fill up the meaſure of their iniquities, were 
now filent and ſullen.— Thoſe who laid wicked hands 
on the Property of others, and diſturbed the Peace 
of their Neighbours by day, and their ſlumbers by 
night, had now a melancholy countenance : Their 
own conſciences condemning them before they were 
condemned by an earthly Judge.—This according to 


your own. confeſſion was your Caſe, —But I will not 


repeat before the congregation your confeſſion of the 
wickedneſs and violence of your Life: My buſincſs 
is of another nature. According to your ſentence, 
and your full belief, you are ſoon to appear before 
the Jupcs of Arr, !—Have you with brokenneſs or 
heart confeſſed and lamented your fins before God ? 
Do you now deteſt them from your heart, becauſe 
they were committed againſt God, as well as againſt 
your fellow-creatures? Are you convinced that the 
evils of your Life were but the breaking out of that 
Sea of fin and corruption in your Heart ?—Becauſe 
you are guilty before God, and have a burden of 
iniquity on your Soul, Do you look to Jzsvs 
CHRIST by Faith, who is the Lamb of God, that 
zaketh away the fn of the world ?ﬀ=The Lord Jxsvs 
has ſhed his Blood for ſinners. Do you look to him 
for the free pardon of all your fins, however heinous, 
however numerous? —— He is an ALMIGHTY Sa-. 
vIOUR! Beg of God to give you true Faith to be- 
lieve in Him; and reſt your precious ſoul upon 
Him.—TImprove your little ſpace of Time, by ca- 
zeft Prayer and Sclf-examination, and beg of God to 

give 
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gire you to know your Intereſt in his Salvation, = 
that in the laſt tremendous Day, when the dead, ſinall 
and great, ſhall fland before him in judgment, You may 
be owned of him, and be admitted into his bliſsful 
preſence for ever! In the mean time pour out your 
ſoul before God in prayer: —Intreat him in ſuch 


| words as theſe. 


«© O Almighty God! Source of all beings, and 
« Centre of all good! Look upon me, a vile finner, 
« for the ſake of thy Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
«©  \Vhither ſhall I fly? Even darkn'/s detects me, 
« PF/ight brings me nigh: O let me be nothing or 
let me be thine! O ſend down thy Spirit to ſanc- 
e tity y corrupt Soul! O moſt merciful Feſus ! 
© What Refuge can I have, but in Thee ? Even 
# Dogs may eat the crumbs that fall from their 
% Maſters table — O what a ſinner have I been! 
A wile caitiff! a ſon of violence /—T looked upon 
{© a multitude of finners as an apology for my ſin- 


ning; and the ſinful faſhion of this world, as a re- 


4 zeal of thy holy Laws. Thy bleſſings I turned 


into Poſſon, and made arrows of them to fight 
© againſt Thee, The time that thou gaveit me for 
* Repentance, I turned into Polly; and quenched thy 
© ſpirit, and ſtifled the voice of conſcience and the 
voice of thy holy word! How long haſt thou for- 
© born me,—when thine arrows went abroad, and 
& flew my leſs witious Companions ! By thine Admo- 
„ nitions I continued unadmoniſhed ! under thy Mer- 
*« cies, I have been znafefed, and my fins at length 
have found me out to my ſhame and confufton ! O 


© deliver my ſoul from the pangs of eternal death l 
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which I d:/erve,—O God look on the face of thy 
Anointed in my behalf !—I have often prayed for 
damnation, —O forgive me my helliſh crimes, and 
let me find mercy.—MERC ! Mexcy !—Mexcy 
I aſk, for the ſake of the Bleſſed ] Es us. 


© Alas! how hard is this Heart of mine! Strike 
thou the Rock, and the waters of penitent ſorrow 
ſhall low ! I have ſtruggled hard for Damnation, 
and aimed to take Ruin by Force; yet let thy 
compaſſion be moved, O let not thine anger burn 
againſt me for ever! O thou that didſt caſt a look 
of compaſſion upon the Thief upon the croſs, 
look upon me, Receive my ſpirit when 7 die! and 
I ſhall be the greateſt monument of thy grace.— 
It is an omnipotent action to ſave the moſt loſt! 
O ſpare ! pardon, bleſs, even ne, the vileſt ! 


J * 


with the Judgment to come ? 


SERMON V-. 


Priſoners of Hope invited to a ſure 
Refuge. 


ZECHARIAH IX. 10. 


* urn ye 10 the Strong Hold, ye Pri- 
foners of Hope ! 


HAT an amazing difference 1s there be- 
tween a company of Felons in a Jail, form- 
ing a - mock-court to try one another, and the pro- 


ceſs of a court of Judicature, where priſoners arc 


ctually tried at the Crown Bar, by a commiſſion 
from the Sovereign /—But what are the moſt ſolemn. 
Courts of judicature upon Earth, when compared 
| „e muſt ali fland 
before the Fuilement-ſeat, and GOD vill bring ewory 
work there, whether it be good or evil, It is doubtlets 
a great mercy, that God's preventing Grace re- 
ſtrains us from committing thoſe atrocious crimes 
which bring numbers to an untimely, ſhameful end. 
—Yet, permit me to tell you, that there is a ſenſe 

N | in 


* This Sermon was preached at Ipſwich, in April, 1771, 
When John Beaumont, and Ann Catebpele, To Convicts under 
Sentence of Death, were permitted to attend, 
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In which all mankind are ſaid to be Priſoners.— 
Are and experience agree, That we all have Au- 
ned, — And, In many things, wwe ALL offend.”'—** The 
a0 Hole world is guilty before God. All people, how- 
ever different in their conſtitutions, ranks and edu- 
cation, — All people, of all nations, religions, 
times, and places, are born in ſuch a ſtate, and with 
ſuch a nature, that they infallibly commit many 
fins in Thought, Word and Action. —And, (what 
is an awful thought!) one fagle tranſgreſſion of the 
Law of God, is ſufficient to render us obnoxious to 
His diſpleaſure, and to bring us under the fearful 
Curſe of His holy Law.—According to the Law of 
*this Realm, a perſon who is guilty of Houſe-break- 
ing but once, or robs a Traveller of a ſmall ſum of 
Money but once, forfeits his life as much as the 
bloody Highway-man, who for many years barba- 
rouſly murders all thoſe whom he ſtops on the road 
or path-way : becauſe Both incur the penalty of the 
Law which forbids Robbery ;—Both effectually break 
the Law; though one may do it much oftner, and 
with far more aggravating circumſtances than the 
.other.—Does one Robbery deſcrve the Gallows ?— 
So one ſin deſerves DEATH: For the Soul that fin- 
% weth, it ſhall die. Curſed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all the things that are written in Ide 
% Book of the Law to do them *.“; 


In the words of the Text we have 


I. The character of all bid by nature.— 
They are ** Priſoners.” 


II. Why they are called . Priſoners of Hove,” 


Mm Gal. ut 10. : III. 


Sr Abl. 5. ( 136 ) 


III. That the Lord Jesvs Cuarisr is the Strong 
Hold for theſe Priſoners of Hope to flee to,— 


May the Spirit of all Grace influence our hearts, 
whit ſt I conſider, 


I. The Character here given of mankind. All 
mankind, ever ſince the fall, are Priſoners. I am well 
aware, that ſome have called the doctrine of Man's 
finful ſtate by nature, an ill-favoured doctrine, 
which- turns the whole world into a vaſt Hoſpital, 


and makes every individual a Leper, ora Lazarus, 


full of Sores. —Yet ill-favoured as it is, it is rue. — 
Scripture and Eapericuce teſtify the fact, and all 


things around us bring in their evidence to prove the 
melancholy Truth. But proud, corrupted Natare is 


prejudiced againſt this; and the Devil is very ſtu- 
dious to hide our inward maladies and deformities 
from us. God made man uprigbt: but he marred 
himſelf. — He planted him a noble vine, wholly a right 
| feed, but wwe are turned to be a . Plant, of 
a frangeVi ne. 


The word of God declares, a the Stork, the 


Turtle, and the Crane, are more ſagacious in Self- 
| preſervation, than Man is in ſpiritual Things: The 
„O Ox khnoweth his owncr, and the Aſs his Maſter's 
i Crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 
"0" con fader . Throw a bone to a domeſtic animal, 
treat him with kindneſs, and you win him: — He 
attends you ;—Your word becomes a Law ; and he 
| executes your commands at the firſt motion of your 
hand : obedience is his delight, and your company 
N 2 his 


* Jer. ii. 21. f Iſa. i. 3. 
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dis 8 a Brute be ſo: thankful to 
Man? And ſhall we be ungrateful to our God, who 
created us, preſerves us, and every minute bleſſeth 
us with mercies and loving kindneſſes? How ſhould 
ſhame cover us Even the very Heathens affirmed, 
that to call a man ungrateful to his . 
„ was to ſay of him all poffible Evil“ .“ But ſo it 
is, that we are more brutiſh than the beaſts of the 
field, continually. going: aſtrau, emen from the womb ! 
The unhappy Bias is eaſily perceived.in-/Children ; 
not excepting thoſe that have the beſt examples ſet 
before them, and the beft-education: beſtowed upon 
them. And every one that {&oqvs Hime, finds his 
heart like a deceitful bow, ever ſtarting: aſide from 
the true mark of ſerving God. Db aue not daily fee; 
What vanity: and low ambition work in the minds 
of Vouth !R —— And in Manhood, What keen purſuit 
after tranſitory wealth? —In theſe they are eagle- 
ey d. —But let us advert to the Metaphor: i in the 
Text ;—** Praſouers. 


1. Perſons are impriſoned by the order of an equi- 
table Law, for two things; either for Dez, of capital 
Crimes. In both theſe ſenſes all mankind are: guilty. 
Obedienceto the holy Law of God is out duty, This 
Law we have broken and robbed. God of his glo- 
ry and honour. For ſuch is the purity and ſpiri- 
tuality of the Law of God, that no one. can plead, he 
has not been guilty of breaking one, or even a// the 
commandments of God; and if We have broken them 
all, either in the literal or ſpiritual meaning, if we 
are threatened, for every trunſgreſſion, with a Curſe 
fuitable to the Lawgiver's Mee majeſty, who can 

conceive 


„& ingratum dixcris, omnia dicis.” j uv. 
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conceive the greatneſs of our Guilt and Danger ? 
There is no fafety for us till we find. a Sanctuary 
under the ſhadow of our Saviour's wings: Without 


_ this, we are liable to the ſtrokes of divine vengeance, 


as a Felon, guilty of breaking all the Statutes of his 
Country, is liable to the penalty of human Laws. 


2. Priſoners for capital Crimes, are under confine- 
ment and in Bondage. So unconverted ſinners are 
in Bondage to fin, and led captive by the Devil at his 
«vill, They are governed by the laws of Satan: 
Therefore the Scripture aſſures us, that the Ei 
«© Spirit vorketh in the hearts of the children of diſobe- 
« Jience.” The ſame Apoſtle fays, ** that the carnal 
© mind is enmity againſ} God”; yea all ſuch are 
haters of God! This is the ſettled diſpoſition of all 
unhumbled, unconverted ſinners . It is a juſt, and 
a pathetic confeſſion in the Liturgy of the Church of 


England, that We are tied and bound with the 
4% chains *of our ius; But how few fie] what they 


confeſs in words !— The Mill is obitinate and dif- 
temper'd: like an iron finew ; it r:/#/:h to yield to 
the commands of God. —Our Saviour uttered his 


heart-felt complaint when he ſaid, 2% be not come 


„% unto me, that ye may havc life In the purſuit of 
ſenſual gratifications, Men are all a&:;vity and fire. 


But ſet before them the glorious Bleſſings of Hea- 


ven; the Love of Gop; the Riches of Chriſt; and 


they are dull and languid. — Theſe are things they 


have no tafte for, until the efficacious grace of Gov 
renews the heart.— Till then, the carnal mind lits 
imperioufly upon the throne, and the yielding man 


is led captive by his baſe Luſts, and is chained and 


N 3 fetter'd 
1 Rom. 1. 30.— viii. 7. | 
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fetter'd with Ignorance of himſelf;Ignorance of God 
and Chriſt: Chain'd and fetter'd with prejudice 
againſt Religion and the ways of Chriſt :—/rer' 
with the immoderate love of riches, and the pleaſures 
of this life: —chain'd with falſe hopes, and procraf- 
tination. —Or elſe the ſinner ſatisfies himſelf with 
ſomething, ſhort of true converſion to. God, — Thus 
Numbers periſh ! 


3. Capital O endes are Pg exceedingly 2 


and loathſome.— A late ſpirited writer takes notice, 
1 * that in the Capitpþl of this kingdom, Priſoners 


have been ſo long confined, and were ſo emaciated 
and deprived of animal vigour, for want of air, that 
they ſeemed Spectres rather than men; and were ſo 
#ithy, as to be actually infectious to thoſe thageame 
near them,” This is an exact picture of grarel:/; 


ſinners in reſpect to their ſouls. Do you queſtion 


this? Hear what the heart-ſearching God ſays !— 
1% The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 
* of men, to ſee if there was any that did underſtand and 
* ſeek God,” Pray what was the reſult of this en- 
quiry? God cannot be deceived, and his judgment 
is according to truth. He ſaith, ** They are all goue 
4% afide: They are altogether become filthy; there is none 
«K hat oeth good, no not one*,”* This divine teſti- 
 mony is a full proof of the total baſeneſs of man's 
natural condition; and this is evidenced in ten thou- 
ſand inſtances of þa/e conduct in the human race 
every day. Look out among the #ading part of 
mankind; what fraud and deceit abounds !. One 
Brother and Neighbour will fo ſupplant another, that 


the greateſt watchfulneſs is inſufficient to guard 
againſt 


* Rom, iii. 10, >, 
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againſt it. The Fear of Gon, that moſt ineſtima ble 
treaſure, is loſt: and no Tie will bind effectual- 
ly !—All profeſſions, Prizfs and People too, uni- 
verſally depart from the plain path of honeſty, equity 
and religion: So that he who departeth from evil 
« maketh himſelf a prey. What Oaths, what Wit- 
neſſes, what Writings and Signatures are neceſſary 
eren in plain things? and all theſe are often but weak 


Barriers againſt the ſtratagems of ſelfiſh, unjuſt, ill- 


deſigning men! And if numbers had no more regard 
to human, than they have to the divine law, things 


would be much worſe. -How many men are there 


who make daily proteſtations of the warmeſt regard 
to the fair Sex, and under this pretence, by the moſt 
artful infinuations and baſe- attempts, endeavour to 
rob = woman of her virtue !-—Till at length the 
villain gains his end! — O unhappy fair: How much 
better would it have been for thee to have fallen 
into the hands of Robbers! They would have rob- 
bed thee but of thy money. But now thou art ſpoiled 
of the Honour of thy Sex, and thy peace of mind! 
In that caſe thou wouldſt have been deprived but of 
a little worldly wealth; but now, thou art ſtripped 
of virgin=ithocence, a fair reputation, and of thy Hheal- 
thy conflitution: too! - Well might the ſcripture ſay, 


that mankind are become altogether filthy: —Defiling. 


themſelves, defiling others, and thereby become a * 
of walking plagues. 


Oſhectiun. Are there none, who have a regard to 
the principles of equity, humanity and honour, till they 
are renewed by the grace of God ? 


 Tanſwer: Doubtleſs there are many that have 


fore regard to them. But I would obſerve that there 


are 


N % 
> © 4 


» gs Or or ne he de: 


| 
| 
> 


(„ SEN. 5. 
are more who Halter themſelves that they are righ- 
teous, that their hearts are good, merely becauſe 
they avoid the grofſer acts of injuftice, intemperance, 
or zacleanneſs,—But they ſhut their eyes againſt the 


motions of fx in their hearts; they ſhut their eyes 
againſt the deſtructive tendency of love of the world; 
the thirſt of praiſe; —the love of forth, —ſelf righ- 
teouſneſs, —carnal ſecurity, —unbelief, and other 
ſpiritual evils ; which though not cognizable by the 
laaus of men, yet are condemned by the lau of God; 
as it plainly appears from our Lord's comment upon 
the Law, in his ſermon upon the Mount. 


Self. Ignorance leads many people to imagine, that 


there 1s no ſuch combuſtible matter of wickedneſs 


in their hearts, merely becauſe they are not actually 
fired by the ſpark of a ſuitable temptation : There- 
fore, when they hear that their corrupt nature may 
one day lead them to commit ſuch and ſuch fins, 
they cry out with Hazael, ** Am 1 a dog that I. ſhould 
& do this thing?” Nevertheleſs, they will do it; it 


not outwardly, yet ſecretly, in the imagination of 


their hearts.—So true 1s that ſaying of Solomon, 
« He that truſieth his own heart is a fool! Even a 
Believer, eminent as Feremiah, who was /and:ified 
from the womb, can with mournful experience con- 
feſs, that ** The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
& deſperately wicked.” And with Dawid, ** My heart 
« ſheweth me the wickedneſs of the ungodly.” It was 
this made a pious Biſhop to ſay to himſelf, when he 
ſaw a Malefactor carrying to CEO There 
« goes a picture of My heart!“ 

4. Pri- 

+ See the Rev. Mr. Venn's excellent Afiize Sermon, Page 3. 
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4. Priſoners for. capital crimes, often flatter 
themſelves that they ſhall. dp cuell, though they are 
conſcious they have broken the Law and forfeited 
their lives. — And is not this the ſentiment of thou- 
{ands and millions in our world with reſpect to a fu- 
ture ſtate? Do not many deceive themſelves by a 
groundleſs preſumption, inſtead of true Hope? Do not 
many preſume they haue that grace in them which 
they have not? and ſay, with the Laodiceuns, We 
& are rich and increaſed in goods, aud have nec of no- 
« thing; and know not that they ate wretthed, andimi- 
| 4% ſerable, and poor, andblind,. and'nated* ?** They 
| expect to find mercy in God to ſave them, in their 
| znregenerate ſtate; inſtead of which, preſumptuous 

finners will find, JopenenT <wWhort nE re 


Again, Thouſands and tens of thouſands, carve 
out and diſpoſe of the general mercy of God at 
their own pleaſure, and write their own: pardon 
upon their own: term. But what will all this avail, 
without God's Seal, to ratify and confirm it — Pri- 
ſoners may acquit, or condemn, as they pleaſe ; but 


the Judge and Jury will pay no regard to their fool- 


iſh proceedings. So there is a Word, which is to 
try as at the laſ day; and by this Word you and I 
ſhould try ourſelves zow. It was revealed for this 


| very purpoſe. 


How does it come to paſs, that people deceive 
themſelves by a vain and groumdleſs Preſumption ? 
Why, 'tis threugh Urbelief, Unbelief is a ning- 
leading fin ;—a radical fin, —The firſt poiſonous 
breath which Eve ſuck'd in from the Tempter was 

. * Rev. ii. 24. ſens 
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fear in theſe words Yea, Hath God ſaid, ye ſhall 
not eat of every tree in the Garden f? As if he 
had ſaid, Confider, and pauſe upon the matter :— 


* Do you believe God meant fo ?—The fruit is plea. 


* ſant to look upon, and can you thinkGod meant to 
« keep you from it? — But this proved the Traitor'; 
Gate, at which all other fins entered; and it con. 
tinues of the ſame uſe to Satan to this day; 

through his, he hurries ſouls to other fins. There. 
fore tis called, An evil hrart of Unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. The Devil ſet up this fin 
as a blind between the /n and God's threatnings.— Of 
all the Malefactors that are executed in theſe three 
kingdoms every year, (and their number is very 


great of late years!) How Fro but hope to e/cape, 


although they have committed .crimes againſt the 
Law! So there is not one {inner that perithes under 
the Goſpel, but hopes to do well in the other 
world, notwithſtanding the word of God declares 
to them the contrary. — © What! Will God 
„ condemn us to Hell eternally, (ſay they) for the 
6 fin ofa tew years ? No, I will not believe it! — 
Yet God declares, ** Except ye be born again, ye cannot 
© enter into the kingdom of Heaven. —He that be- 
& Jieveth not, ſhall be damned.” But unbelief makes 
all the bullets of God's fiery Law recoil, as well as 
all the declarations of the Goſpel. —UnbclizfF is one 
of the chief places of ſtrength, and fortreſſes unto 
which the Devil retreats, when other fins are 
routed. — While Unbelief is in power, it will carry 
all arguments away, whether they ſpring trom the 
Law or the Goſpel, and treat them as trifles. — 
Unbelief is like the Beaſt, which John faw, whoſe 
| | IPs no 
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mouth was full of blaſphemy.— It is a fin that keepeth 


| the field the longeſt; and the laſt that convinced 


ſinners are convicted of.—It is the damning fin of 


che world :—** Je that believes not, is condemned al- 
adh. Why? © Becauſe he hath not believed ia 
8 © the name of the only begotten Son of God*,.” Do 
| you think That prophane Swearer would abuſe God's 
name in the manner he does, if he firmly believed 


that damnation is the puniſhment due to it? No: 
Do you think the Sabbath-breater and unclean Perſon, 


the Lyar, and the Cowvetous, would perſiſt in their 
E Iniquities, it they believed in their heart that the 
| Curſe of God would fall upon them? No: They 
| would ſooner ſuffer the moſt cruel! death, than 
do it. But ſee the dreadful effects of unbelief on the 
hearts of ſinners! They readily admit the evidence 
of men; while they peremptorily reject the teſti- 
mony of God. They will readily believe that li- 
quid fie flows at times from Mount tna. But 
{ when the Scripture declares, that Tophet (the burn- 
ing lake!) is prepared of old for impenitent finners, 
| they will with-hold their belief, or make a jeſt of 


it People will place an entire confidence in their 
eople P 


| Phyfician, and exactly follow his regulations, if they 
are ill; but daily quarrel with CHRISTHs Preſcrip- 
tion in the Goſpel ;—reject his remedy ;—deſpiſe 
| his Perſon and Offices; and make no more of his 
| Threatnings, than they do of the Thunders of the 


Fabel 


7 Capital Offenders too commonly harden one 


| another in fin, inſtead of exhorting and edifying one 
| another, and preparing for the Day of trial. The 


fore - 
» John 111. 18. 
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fore- mentioned Writer obſerves, It is cuſtomary 
for Priſoners to make uſe of every method to ſuf. 
focate the voice of Conſcience.” If one of them is 
penſive, or thoughtſul, he inſtantly becomes an object 
of deriſion. — They get drunk, and fing, and 
ſwear, to ſuch a degree, that ſome priſons are the 
very ſuburbs of Hell,—** Come, (fay they) fince 
© our life is Mort, let it be a merry one! — Thus, 
though they are guilty of the moſt atrocious crimes, 
they are inceſſantly heaping fin upon ſin !—And is 
not this the caſe of multitudes in every Town and 
Pariſh? Do they not corrapt one another, and har- 
den themfelves in iniquity? What numbers of 
young people are rained in their morals by ui 
company *—— What pains are taken to drown every 
ſerious reflection of Conſcience “ This is the con- 
% demnation; that light is come into the <vorld, and 
<6 men lowe durkneſs rather than light\|, They low, 
they prefer Darine/s /—Have not ſome of you in this 
large congregation, been afraid of diſcovering; your 
true ſtate? When flaſhes of conviction have darted 
in upon your minds, Have you not quenched them, 
and ſhut up l all the avenues of your breaſt againſt 
them? Have you not ſtudioufly avoided the cans 
of Conviction? When the Spirit of Gop has been 
ſtriving with you, and your own Conſciences have 
told you plainly, © That ALL is not well with 
you :—that if you die in that condition, you would 
be undone for ever ! ”—Yet how have you laboured 
to caſt off the melancholy thought, and to recover 
your former falſe Peace /—Tf your thoughts ſtill 
dwek upon the ungrateful ſubject, Have you not 
often fled to (what you call) * merry company; and 
| comforted 
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comforted yourſelves with what you term, * nerry 
% las? Have you not endeavoured to prejudice 
others againſt ſerious Religion, by calling it Eutbiſiaſim, 
Fanaticiſim, Melancholy, Spletu, and I know not what 
ſtrange names, which the Devil has taught people 
to ſet upon Religion ? Have you never in this way 
turned the deaf ear to the voice of an alarmed Con- 
ſcience, refuſing to give it an impartial hearing? 
but wrapt yourſelves up in darkneſs, leſt the light 
ſhould break in upon you? For, ſays our Lord, 
% He that doeth evil hateth the light; neither cometh 
& he to thelight, Ie his deeds ſhould be reproved .“ 


6. Priſoners for capital crimes are treated among 
all nations with Rzigorr, Upon their commitment 
they are immediately ſhut out from thoſe comforts 
which good citizens and honeſt people enjoy :— 
They are loaded with irons and ſometimes ſhut up in 
Dungeons, as objects of Infamy, and examples of 
Difpleaſure, | 


So, if you compare the ſtate of mankind with 
what man was in his firſt creation, you will find evi- 
dent marks of Goy's Diſpleaſure upon us. Are we 
not born to Trouble, to Pains, to Griefs and Death ? 
Theſe are Evils man knew nothing of untill he fin- 
ned !—With fin they entered, and not before.— 
Calamitics are multiplied becauſe of our deſperate 
wickedneſs, and theſe make way for Death.—Like 
Traitors we deſerve Peitruttion :—we are under Au- 
tence of Death, —As carthly Judges condemn mur- 
derers, thieves and rebels to be hanged or beheaded ; 
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Bo the JupGE of all the Earth has condemned all 
mankind to die.—Yea and he will condemn all im— 
penitent, unbelieving ſinners to Hell- fire. —All this 
is the ſad effect of ſin.— What then is this world but 
a ſpacious priſon, till the Lox D I Es us ſhines upon 
our Souls and the Love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts? — Does not this world look like unto a pri, 
in conſequence of the Rage, the Paſſions, and Op- 
preſſions which abound in it? — What public and 
private outrages are every day committed How 
does open and ſecret malice work — What Igno- 
rance, Debauchery, Injuſtice and Impiety predomi- 
nate in various ſhapes! The moſt amazing miracles, 
millions of Bibles, the moſt alarming ſermons, the 
moſt excellent Laws, the appointing of Magittrates, 
filling thouſands of Priſons, and erecting number- 
teſs Racks and Gibbets have not put Vice out of 
countenance, or cauſed 7p:ety to hide its impudent 
face. | 


7. Priſoners, when arraigned before the Judge, 
are often ſtung with remorſe, and haunted with terri- 
ble ideas; eſpecially, when they are confronted or 
faced by credible witneſſes, who depoſe not only 
to the reality of the crime, but it may be to ſeveral 
atrocious circumſtances in the committing it.— 
With what confuſed eagerneſs have I ſeen ſome 
guilty priſoners look! How plentifully did the 
ſweat burſt out at almoſt every pore — Something 
like this, is the caſe of ſinners, when arreſted by 
the word of God and convicted in their own Con- 
ſciences. —\When the Spirit of God ſets their fins 
before them, and the voice of the Lato cryeth loudly 
In 
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in their ears, ** Curſed is every one that fiuneth; 
Some painful and bitter /er/ation every /incere convert 
feels in a greater or leſſer degree, —Tvo fooner is # 
man brought to ſee the exceeding finfulneſs of Sing 
and what contempt it caſts upon an holy God, but 
he is filled immediately with Selt-reproach, and 
his language is, What ſhall do to be ſaved?” 
Nothing can give him ſolid peace, till his pardon 
is ſealed by JisUs CuRIST. 


But we may now enquire, 
II. Why faners are called © Priſoners of Hope?“ 


1. Sinners are called Priſoners of Hope, becauſe 
free Pardon and Remiſſion of fins is preached to them 
through Jzsus CHRIST; For the ſon of man came 
« to ſcet and ſave them that are loft,” —** He came to 
«© open the Priſon-doors, and to ſet captives at liber- 
« ty ;—to bring Priſoners out of the Priſon-houſe, and 
them that fit in darkneſs out of the dungeon. —Iy 
the blood of thy covenant hawe T ſent forth thy Priſo= 
ners out of the pit, in which there avas 10 water, === 


- * 
* — 


Lag 
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The Scriptures in many paſſages, both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, tet forth finners as Priſo- 
ners: And how many are “ auder the power of the 
ſirong-man armed Bat, bleſſed be God, We are 
not Priſoners of pr, I truſt, but Priſoners of 
Hope ! | 5 


2. It is more than probable that Human fnners 
are called priſoners of Hope, in contradiſtinction to the 
Rebel-Angels, who fell into perdition avithout a re- 
nicdy, Fallen Men, as well as fallen Angels, deſerve 

O 2 | everlaſting 
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everlaſting perdition: And O the Myſtery of Di. 
vine Love! There is a Saviour provided for 
Mankind; but none for fallen Angels! Here is 
good news for the vile of men :—*© 7e/us is aſcend- 
eld up on high, and hath led captivity captime; — Ile 
& has received gifts for men, yea even for the rebel- 
* ous.” Jeſus, with all his Benefits is diſplayed 
before us. For This is a faithful ſaying, and qvor- 
„% thyof all acceptation, that JESUS CHRIST came into 
« the world to ſave ſinners; even the cHiE F!“ Can 


you then reſiſt ſuch Love, and withſtand ſuch hea- 


venly goodneſs ?—Tt was an affecting thought of Mr, 
Calvia, when he ſaid “ Juſtice came with a drawn 
«ſword, crying out, Damn the Sinner!“ But 
«<< Jesvs ſtept forward, and ſaid, . Let the Blow fall 


& þ0n my guiltl/+ head ! — Our fins had raiſed a 


dreadful tempeſt, 'which threatened to drown us in 
eternal miſery, but the bleſſed Jzsvs took our na- 
ture upon him, and was content to be caſt into the 
Sea like Forah, to appeaſe the Storm of divine 


wrath.—So rich is His grace, and fo mighty is Hi; 


arm, that he can ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him !— 


But this reminds me of the lat Propoſition, 
namely, 


That Chriſt is the Streng - Hola for Sinners to fly 
unto. | | 


This bleſſed Redeemer is fet forth, in Scripture, 
in the glory of his Perſon, Offices, and Charac- 
ters; thereby manifeſting his Power, Willingneſs, 
and Suitableneſs to ſave us, —He is repreſented as 


2 
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%% a Surety, —=1 Saviour,—-a Prophet, Prieſt and 
40 King. —a Connſellor,—a Friend, —a Phyfician,—a 
« Maſſenger, —a Shepherd, and the Light of the 
« qavorld,””—The Scriptures have alſo given us the 
moſt amiable and inſtructive views of ChRISTH, as 
our “ Refuge, —and Strong Tower; and in the 
Text, as a Strong- hold, or Fortreſs.” — Which was 
typified by the cities of Refuge, whither the Man- 
ſlayer fled, and was. ſafe. —One of the names of 
thoſe cities was Bezcr, which ſignifies a Fortress, or a 
dyrong-Hold, and comes from the ſame root in the 
Hebreꝛd, as the word in the Text, which ſignifies 
a Hrong- oll, whereunto thoſe might flee who had 
no might to withſtand their enemies: and there- 
fore it is a beautiful, figaificant Image, which ex- 
preſſes in one word the certain, immediate ſalvation 
which the Priſaners of Hope obtain by turning unto 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 


The ſoul that flies by faith to Chriſt, and takes 
fan ctuary under the precious Blood of Atonement, 
is ſecured from the moſt formidable of all Ene- 
mies :—This is a ſecurity from all the Wrath due 
to fin, and from every accuſation that Satan can 
ſuggeſt, To all that believe in JEsvs, ſhall be ful- 
filled what was ſpoken by the Prophet, hen the 
A iniquity of Jacob. ball be ſought for, there ſhall be 
% none; and the fins 27 Judah, they /hall not be 
% found *,” | 


Come, ye priſoners, this day, — Come, all ye 
Hearers,. Fix your thoughts upon the glorious Per- 
ſon to whom you are ſo preſſingly invited, by the 

1 
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beautiful compariſon in the Text! — May Gon 


give you, this day, to hozy what it is 40 turn to this 


Strong. bold for Safety l— 


When Soldiers flee from a PEER * 


they could be admitted into an impregnable Caſtle, 
whoſe walls were harder than Braſi, firmer than 
Adamant, and whoſe amazing Strength was capable 
of reſiſting all the arts and force of War. Would 
| they not baniſh all their fears and repoſe themſelves 
in perfect tranquility? would they not laugh at the 
efforts of their Enemy to deſtroy them? or bein 
the leaſt terrified at their brandiſhing ſwords or 
rhundering Cannon? Abundantly more ſafe from 
danger are thoſe ſouls, who flee by faith to Jesvs, 
and make nis death and atonement their Strong-hold! 
Every believing ſinner, who by faith has fled to 
this Tower of ee may ſay to himſelf, ** My 


* Soul, take courage! All thy guilt is laid upon 


& thy Lord, and puniſhed in thy Surety :— The 
& flaming ſword of FJuſtice is returned to its ſheath, 


% having received ul ſatisfaction from the Ser- 


„ ugs of CHRIST :— The cur/e of a violated Law 
„ has been executed to the utmaſt upon the perſon of 
4% the Lord Thy REDEEMER ! "—+** For Chir iſt has 
redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made 


& a curſe for usf. 185 


- The ſouls that hide in "INV « ball dwell on 
high,” beyond the rage of the old ſerpent: The 
&« place of our defence ſhall be the munition of Rochet,“ 
ſays the evangelical Prophet; a Defence, againſt 


which, all the aſſaults of Earth and Hell ſnall never 
be 


5 Gal. iii. 13. : Iſalah xxil. 2. 
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be able to prevail! The ſame Prophet files CurIsT 
as a covert from the tempeſt,” as a man, (that is, 
the Gop-MAN CHRIST JE£sus,) who ** Hall be an 
« hiding-place from the mind, and a covert from the 
« Jempeſt - What ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the 
wrath of God, poured out upon a guilty ſinner? 
What Tempeſt can be ſo dreadful as the ETERNAL 
VENGEANCE of the Almighty poured out upon a 
ſinful, impenitent ſoul? to both of theſe we are ex- 
poſed, —but Chriſt's merits and righteouſucſs are the 
Covert; He is the hiding-place, whither we are invi- 
ted to fee for ſhelter, and it is only there we ſhall be 
ſafe, HE is our Hrong- hold; and, blefſed be God, 
the Door ſtands wide open for the wile, for the guilty 
to enter in. Here is a free acceſs for ALL, Come 
* unto me, (faith the compaſſionate Redeemer,) all 
© ye that are weary and heavy ladm, and Twill give 
you Rg!“ You are not only allowed, but invited, 
yea, we are commanded to enter in and enjoy his 
protection. 


So wonderful is the conſtitution of the Mediator's 
office, ſo perfect the work that he accompliſhed in 
the days of his fleſh, that he S and abilling to 
ſave every priſoner that turns unto him, All that are 
enabled to come to Chriſt for Refuge, are /afe from 
vlndictime Fuftice, which is fully ſatisfied by the 
righteouſneſs and atoning ſacrifice of Himſelf, They 
are /afe from the curſe and condemnation of the 


Law; fafe from all their fins, and the fad effects of 


them; /afe from the guilt of fin; and all obligation 
to puniſhment on its account ; /afe, from the Devil 
| and 
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and all their enemies, whoſe power cannot hurt them 
notwithſtanding all their malice : They ſhall be ſafe, 


from everlaſting deſtruction; and the Second Death 


ſhall have no power over them.—If you are of that 
happy number, you ſhall find CnRISH to be a Hong 
Habitation, where you may dwell ſafely, pleaſantly 
and comfortably, and enjoy plenty of all good 
things! For To-day, faith the Lord, do I declare, J 
% avill render unto thee double. As if he had 
ſaid, ** Ye afflifted, condemned Sinners! "Turn to 
& me, that I may ſave you; and you ſhall be ſo far 
& from finding yourſelves diſappointed in your 
& hopes, that I will exceed your higheſt expecta- 


4 tions: I will multiply Bleſſings upon you: you 


& ſhall enjoy fulne/5 of Peace, plenty of Bleſſings, abun- 
& dance of grace, a large meaſure :” For ſo the 
word double is often to be underſtood in the Scripture 
dialect. 


But it is time to come to the Application, which 


I ſhall do, 
1. By way of Examination, 


„% Examine _ ownſelves,” ſays the ſeraphic 
Apoſtle*. 


Have oz turned to this Strong- hold? Have you 
fled to Chriſt as your hiding- place? Many perhaps 
will be ready to anſwer, We have.“ Are you 


ſure you have? — A miſtake in this point is fatal. 


And leſt any of you ſhould deceive yourſelves, I will 
give you a Touchflone whereby you may try your Spi 
rits, and pronounce aright concerning your ſtate. 


1. If 
® 2 . 
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1. If you have turned to this Strong- - hola, you | hare 
had a deep condiction of your great finſulneſs ;—Of 
your ſinful nature, and your finful practice; and 
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that you are gone aſtray from God. Have you been 
made ſenſible that the deepeſt Hell is your deſerved 


portion? Have you been convinced that one tranſ- 
greſſion deſerves Hell? How much more then, 
muſt many thouſands of millions, aumberliſs multi- 
zudes of provocations deſerve it? if you have not 
been convinced of theſe moſt alarming but certain 
Truths, if you have not been touched with a ſenſe 
of your extreme guilt and undone ſtate, you have 
reaſon to fear that you are yet in your fins, and 
have never applied to Chriſt in a right manner,— 
Sinners will never leave their evil courſe, till they 
ſee plainly that : leads down to the chambers of death, 
—They will never leave their ſinful courſe, till 
they are brought to feel an ab/olute, preſſing, neceſſi 95 
of ther from the awrath to come. 


If God ſhould be pleaſed to open the Eyes of un- 
converted finners this day, O what ſtrange, unex- 
pected and aſtoniſhing views will open before you, 
concerning your preſent ſtate ! To your ſurprize, 
O ſinners, you will ſee that you have lived fo 
many Months and Years in the world, without fo 
much as once earneſtly attempting h t work, which 
is the great Buſineſs of your life! You will ſee that 
your hope of Heaven, in your preſent condition, 
is but a delufive dream; and that you are every 
moment in the utmoſt danger of ſinking into the 
depth of miſery, under the wrath of an offended 
God !—You would ſee what plain and reaſonable 

duties 
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duties you have neglected both towards God and 


man: - you would fee, what a large train of known, 
wilful fins you have obſtinately perſiſted in - Von 


would alſo ſee how criminally deficient you have 


been in thoſe duties which you have externally per- 


TE. That even your 2 ood aft oi have not pro. 
eeded from good principles and ends; namely, the 


Lower Chrift and a regard to his authority; but. 


from /oxw, mercenary views. — There are many 
who abſtain from acts of fin, not out of rezard to 
God and his commands, but becauſe they have ng 
temptation to it; or perhaps it would hart their ca- 
rac ler before * or 1n;ure aa temporal inte. — 


Again, This turning to Cs, as the Strong- Hold, 
includes a full conviction that you have not ſuch 
good hearts as many flatter themſelves they poſſeſs; 
No: you find you have one deceitful and deſperately 
nvicked :—deſtitute by nature of the graces of the 
Spirit; totally devoid of true Faith, Love, Re— 
pentance, and full of Pride, Hypocriſy, Ignorance, 
Hardneſs, and Diſaffection towards God z—full of 
Unbelief, Earthly-mindedneſs, Senſuality, ſordid 
and wicked Luſts, and an endleſs variety of Evils 
too numerous to be repeated. If you and I believe 
the plaineſt declarations of the word of God, or 
the unanimous teſtimony of all, in every age, who 
have had their eyes open to ſee themſelves, and 
have been taught the mortifying ſeience of Selt— 


knowledge, We are too ſadly convinced This is 


really the caſe. 


WE cannot open your underflanding, to ſee your 


guilt and danger; could we do this a grand point 
would 


* 
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would be gained: —but alas! people will not be- 
lieve that they are fo guity, ſo vile, and fo cor- 
rupt, —Hence it is, that the Goſpel, which is a 
Religion for /o/f-condemned, broten-hearted ſinners, 
appears an idle tale, or a vain ſpeculation to many ; 
and to invite them to come to Fe/us Chrift as their 
ſure Refuge and Fertreſs, ſounds the ſame as to in- 


vite the whoſe to come to a Phyſician, — Hence 


it is that people chatter over the Church-ſervice, ſuy- 
ing, The Remembrance of our fins is grievous and 
„the burden of them intolerable, without the 
leaſt heart-feeling ſenſe of what they ſay; and 
thuz with Ephraim, they encompaſs God with lies“ — 
Were they truly ſenſible of this confeſſion, they 
would repeat the words in a very different temper 
than they uſually do. If it mould pleaſe God to 
bring any poor finner this Day from the darkneſs 
of a natural ſtate into CHRIST's marwvelous light, He 
would ſee the exceeding fnfulneſs of fin ;—He would 
ſce it, not that harmleſs, innocent, indifferent thing, 
that /oible he once conſidered it; but, as it is indced, 
the moſt abominable thing, the mel terrible, baſs; 
malignant Evil upon Earth, or in Hell, 


Such as are truly turned unto Chriſt as the Strong- 
told, have been led in ſome meaſure to ſee the Ma- 
jeu, Excellency, Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs 
God, —and he Purity of his Law: They are led 
to ſee their obligations to him as their Creator, Pre- 


/orver, and Benefaftor {You would fee the aggra- 


rated baſeneſs, ingratitude, rebellion, and impiety of 
living lived ſo many years in the wilful breach of 


lach ſingular obligations. The language of thy 


heart 
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heart, O Sinner, would then be, what ſhall I do 


to be faved ?—I fee I am upon the brink of ruin; 


Al ſee I have been, all my life, a ſelf-deceived 
“ignorant wretch !—I never thought, till now, 
% that I was ſuch a monſter of W „ ee hut 


„ now I fee it. I flattered myſelf that my ſtate was 


& avell .crough: But O dreadful Self-flattery !—Is 
there a poſſibility of eſcape, for ſuch a con- 
„% demned wretch as 1? Let me know what is ne- 
& ceſſary, and I will attempt the thing though ever 
© ſo difficult, I will deny myſelf in any thing, if 
& T can but have my Sour ſaved! ””—Something 


like this muſt be your experience in this world; or 


you are andone— Think it not ſufficient to go to 
church, or meeting ſometimes, and ſay your pray- 
ers, (as you call it) in a cold, lifeleſs manner.— 
% You mult have Chriſt formed in your heart: 
you muſt have his temper and dif pofition.—Chrif 
tianity does not confiſt in this or that form of du- 
ties, or to be of this or that Sect.—It does not con- 
ſiſt / n being Church. men or Diſſenters, but it conſiſts, 
in a Temper and Spirit of a growing Conformity to 


Jeſus Chriſt :—It is „ the kingdom of God 


„within usf.“ Tt is an inward change wrought in 
the Soul by the Spirit of God; — A change whereby 
we oho are by nature children of wrath, do become 
% thechildren of grace and are made partakers of the di- 
ce vine nature}; :, Therefore 'tis repreſented to us, 
under the ſtron g image of a new creation, of a dead 
man being raiſed to life, or one awakened out of 4 


deep ſleep.— It is ſuch a change, that from being 


aliens and enemies, we become real heirs and fricnds,— 


+ Luke xvii* 20, 21. f Eph. ii. 3. 
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2. If you have turned unto Chriſt as your Strong- 


hold and Fortre/s, you have ſeen the neceſſity of 


turning to him as your Saviour without delay. 
Nhat numbers of goſpel hearers give way to a trif- 
ling temper in the affairs of their Souls !—They 
will tel! you that they intend to turn one time or 
another. Look upon the Priſoners :—Suppoſe you 
was to aſk them what are their thoughts about Eter- 
nity? Do you think that they would anſwer and 
ſay, ***T1s time enough to think of that years hence, 
when they are to die to-morrow ?—Would it not 
grieve you to the heart, to ſee a condemned crimi- 
nal (inſtead of beſtowing a thought upon his wretch- 
ed ſtate, or accepting the pardon that was freely of- 
fered him) to ſpend the whole night in rattling his 
feiters for his own and his fellow-priſoners diver- 
ſion, when the next morning he is to be dragg'd to 
executton? And is not this the cafe of thou a ds 
in our land? Are not Pardon and Salvation freely 
offered in the Goſpel ?—yet how many preſume 
upon years to come, and trifle away their time, till 
they are ſuddenly and une xpectedly ſnatched away 
by death.” Bur if you are truly ſenſible of your own 
wileneſs and paſt di ſaffection to God If you ſee the 
abſolute neceſſity of turning to CHRIST as vour 
Covert from the florm that is coming upon a wicked 
world, you are come to this concluſion, 


© Tf J continue in m preſent ſtate and condition, 
“J am certainly loft for ever! I ſhall as ſurely be 
& in Hell in a little time, as Jam now upon Earth! 
„The matter will admit of no debate What 
is to be done, muſt be done grictly ! — 


1 | This 


6 Sx, 5 


This, my Brethren, is a very alarming concluſion! 
—O when will the crowds of »nconwerted ſinnets 
among us be brought ro this !—\Vhen will you gixe 
over delays ?—** Now is the accepted time: Now is 
the Day of Salvation.” Every page in the Bible, 
and all things in Nature warn us to'this.—\Vhit! 
can you think that Preparation for Eternity may be 
put off to ſome future time? — Dare you think fv, 
when you. fee fo many young people ſeized with 
fickneſs, and hurried to the grave in a few days? 
Dear vou xa People, Shall not theſe things fore- 
warn tou ?—\V ul you dare go on'thoughtlefly in 
fin, while all things around you cry aloud, Tur ;r, 
Turn ye ! IWhy will you die? — Will you Dare you 
take Damnation by force ?—9 may the Spirit of 
(op ſet the Word home upon your hearts. 


„If you have turned to Jesus Cantor as your 

St 3 you have ſeen that nothing but 
Omer and his precious blood, —nothing but Cur1sT 
and his glorious Rightronſneſ5. can be your ſecurity 
from eternal Vengeance !—You have been conv/n- 
ced, that thouſands of Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers 
of oil could never atone for your iniquities ! That 
no tears, confeſſion or amendment, (though pro- 
er evidences of repentance) can expiate your 

Sas? that nothing ſhort of the ſacrifice of the 
Body of CHRIST can make your peace with God: — 


If you have been taught the abſolute in/ufficiency 


of every remedy, fave only the meritorious ſufferings 
of the adorable Jesvs, then this is an evidence that 


You have. fed to Him as * Refuge and Strong- 
bold 


GERM. 5. ( 239 } 

bold. — Bring yourſelves therefore, to this infallible 
Teſt: Have you a ſuperlative eſteem for Chriſt ? 
„% To them that believe he is truly precious. —O ye pri- 
ſoners! And all that are preſent this day Is 
Chriff and his Salvation the thing that you long 
for? Is He to your ſouls as the Pearl of great price? 


Do you account all things but loſs in compariſon of 


Him? Is it the whole bent of your foul, that you 
may abi him, and be found in him? If this is not 
the bias of your Heart; It jEsUs is not the object 
of your truit, J dare not flatter you ;—Your hopes 
are vain! You have not yer fled to CHRIST as 


YOUR Srrong-Hold ;— All tie curſes of the divine Law 


ſtand charged and pointed full againſt you. You 
have no ſecurity againſt the thunderbolts of divine 
Wrath! Can you hear this, and be znconcerned f— 
Can you liſten to this awful 1 and be inſenfi- 
. 


Methinks I hear ſome mow Sinners ſayingy 
Every one for himſelf :;—*,I am a poor guilty, 
© helpleſs creature! — I am a polluted, loaihſome 
& wretch!—TI am a perwerſe, depraved Rebel; by 
© nature and practice a damnable ſinner — What 
© can ]—what h] ] do?” Is this the language 
of your Hearts, ye Priſoners? 


Then. with chearfulneſs I direct you to JESUS 


CHRIST.—Turn to this Strong-hold, ye Priſoners of 


Hope — Come under the covert of his atoning 


Blood! —Behold the Lamb of God, Full of grace 


and truth He has righteouſneſs and ſfrength to help 
you, —Come to 7%, Chriff, who made the world; 
1 4 
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—Jtsvs, whom all the inhabitants of heaven adore, 


He, who is GOD equal with the Father, came from 


the manſions of bliſs, on purpoſe to ſave ſuch as 
You, and uE! He gave himſelf for xs /—Return. 
ing ſinners cannot periſh, who have ſuch a divine 


Ranſom, —You that come to him as your Saviour, 


and /7rong hold cannot periſh, you cannot come into 
condemnation, for you have the blood, not of ten 
thouſand ſacrifices, —not the merits of myriads of 
angels; but the Blood and Merits of Femov an for 
your propitiation. Hear his bleſſed words, ½/ J. 
% foever will, let him take of the avaters of life Free: 
« ry.” It is not ſaid, This, or that perſhn 
but a9bo/pewer'!”? including all ſorts—excluding 
uo individual, man or woman : Alt is not ſaid * 


« foever is worthy; ** but © whoſoeveris willing! ? 
— % „Milt Thou be made whole ? ſaid our Lord to the 


fick man at the pool of Betheſda, —and He put the 
very ſame queſtion to you this day : ** Will you be 
« made whole? Will yo inherit grace and glory ? 
% Will ou accept of pardon ?” Then Take of the 
« ers of life freely. Receive Him as the Logo, 
You: RicGureousNEsS. Receive Hine as your 
Prophet, Prieftl and Xing; as your Mediator and I: 
terceſſir: Look unto Chrift as dz ing, that you may 
live;—Look to him by faith, as the Thief looked 
towards him and was ſaved.— This will adminiſter 
to you Peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt:— This will produce love to God and his 
ways, and true repentance, and true hatred to all 
your former tranſgreſſions, —All theſe bleſſings are 
to be had FREELY, without moncy and St hout price. 

. Theſe 
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hefe are '/+oely offered to the Jo, the condem- 


ned, the guilty and undone 

Hear another of our Lord's generous invitations ! 
& Come unto me, all ye that are weary aud heavy laden, 
% and I will give you rei*. 


Come, you that are overwhelmed with iniquity, 
and your fins ready to preſs you down, like moun- 
tains of lead, to the loweſt hell !—Even unto go, 
that are ready to ſay, There is no Hope. our Lord 
ſays, „ Come unto me, who am ALMIGHTY to 
© fave, and J will give you reſt from the condem- 
{© ning ſentence of the Law; - Come to e, and L 
«© will give you the enjoyment of peace with God, 
© and peace in your own conſciences ;—Come to 
* me, and I will cleanſe you in my Blood, and 
fanctiſy you by my Spirit: — And is ſhall be 
% ſpeedily done. -le docs not ſay,—** Furniſh 
© yourſelves with this or that recommending qua- 
© lity or accompliſhment, and then come ;“ but, 


Come as you are, poor, undone and guilty ;— 


Come to me for pardon and recovery, Iii gire 
t6 you life, and give it more abundantly,” ——— 


Hear a third gracious word: Ile that cometh 


* unto me. I wvill in no wiſe caſt out. — Come, my 
fellow-ſinners, and ye Priſoners! Believe this re- 


cord, and ſet to your ſeals that God is true, —Ho- 
nour his word of promiſe which cannot e. —Beliew- 
1g in him, is to come 70 him. - Come to him then 
by earneſt prayer and ſupplication.— The greatneſs 
| F3 = and 
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and atrociouſneſs of your erimes, though theſe muſt 


be matters ol deep humiliation, ſhould not diſcou— 
rage you from truſting and believing in Him. The 


greater your danger, the more need you have to fi 
to the Strong- hold; and he hath declared, ** He that 


* cometh unto him, he will in no <viſecaft out, and, 
although your iniquities be like crinson for guilt, 


And now, Who among you will adopt and em. 


brace theſe kind invitations? Some here preſent have 
known the power of them upon their fouls, the 
ſenſe of which hath often been cauſe of Joy to your 
hearts; but, I fear, there are too many here, why 
know them not, and therefore ſet no value upon 
them, nor upon their own ſouls ;—and my work, 
this day, lies chiefly withyor : For, inowting the ter- 
rors of the Lord, TI am conflrained to por jnade von 
fain would I make uſe of every argument, to bring 
you to be ix earneſt about the ſalvation of your ſouls: 
But I am in Feremiahis perplexity.—“ To ro 
Hall I ſpeak and give warning that they may hear? 
Shall I ſpeak to men of hurry and buſineſs? Alas! 
they have v0 time to mind ſuch a triffe as the Soni, 


that immortal Principle that ſhall never die !—Shall _ 


I ſpeak to men of wealth and character? They 
think the buſinefs of religion is Seneath their notice; 
they are willing to leave %s to the valgar Herd: 
What! ſhall a ie man cry for converting grace? 
That would be a ftrange fight, in our age, when 
by far the major part of Noblemen and Gentlemen, (0 


called, think it an hcnour to be profane 1.-Shall [ 
ſpeuk 


i. e e oa 
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ſpeak to the aged? Wo is me! Many of the/e by 
a long courſe of finning are fo ſtupid, that they do 
not like to hear a word of turning unto God, 


Shall I ſpeak to you young people, in the name of 


| theſe two. young convicts under ſentence of death F— 


as] young people are too merry, too gay to think 
upon any thing ſo ſerious as Religion /— And, will 
you fet at nought my meſſage ? Will you pu? of the, 
work of Turning to the Lord ?—Yet remember how- 
ever you may put me off, and the meſſage 7 deliver, 
I afſure you, you cannot put off fckne/5,—you can- 
not put off DEATH, - you cannot put off judgment“ 
—and if you continue in your fin, you cannot put 
off Hell and damnation But to whom ſhall I turn? 
I will turn towards You the poor PRISONERS, who 
are to die to-morrow / Melting thought! I hope 
your ſhame, your tears and bluſhings, are the ex- 


prefſions of penitential ſorrow for your ſins: I am 


difirefl for vou: — If Tears could relieve you, you 
ſhould have plenty of them: But ſhall J not final 
in you a willingneſs, this day, to turn to the 
STRONG-HOLD, as PrISONERS of Hort ?—T will 
not upbraid you with your wickednefs againſt the 
community in wronging your fellow-creatures ;—— 

You have been very deſirous of a reprieve; —but, it 
ſeems, that uu not be ;—Your doom is fixed, — 
But are you willing to turn to the Lord with all 


your hearts ?*—As I have been explaining to you, 


Tesus's name is a S:rong-hold, Have you been as 
earneſt in praying to God, as you have been in 
ſeeking a pardon from the Airg of great Britain? 


Have your fins againſt God grieved you ſo much as 


your 


[ 
h 
5 
5 
1 ' b 
5 
A 
5 
0 
$ | 

7: 
| 


OE ns a. oe 


| ( #64 :) Seu. z. 
your confinement and fetters? Do you prize the 
ſalvation of your Souls, as much as you do your 
natural lite which you are ſhortly to loſe ?—[ ſhall 
conclude this diſcourſe by a few advices to you, 
which I beg, for God's ſake, and for your own ſouls 
ſake you would give room in your thoughts, 


1. As ſoon as you retire' to the priſon and your 
cells, Believe, as an undoubted truth, that it is im- 
poſſible for you to go to heaven in an «nconverted 
ſtate. This you know I have explained to you in 
private, and it is the ſubſtance of what you have now 
been hearing, —None but CHRISH can /awve you, 


2. Beg of God to give you a lively ſenſe and 
ſight of /in, as it is againff a holy Gon.—Till you 
are weary and heavy-laden, and pricked to the heart 


with a ſenſe of the damning nature of fin, you will 


not prize CHRIST as your Refrge. 


3. Meditate how numerous your fins have been 
The number of David's fins made him ery out 


60 on the multitude of Gods tender mercies,” 


4. Meditate on the de/ert of your "Me : They cry 
to heaven for vengeance; the due wages of fin is 
death and damnation. Meditate upon the detor- 
mity and defilement of fin ; It is the very image 
and likeneſs of the Devil. 


F. Meditate upon the fins of your nature as well 
as practice; your outzvard fins are but the effects of 


Vn and corruption in your heart: Strive to affect your 
heart with the due ſenſe of your miſery. 


6 Settle 
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6. Settle it upon your heart, that you are utterly 


Gop; and keep in mind that God 1s more ready to 
give you the help of his ſpirit than you are to aſk 
it, “ A, and it Hall be given you.” 


7. Fix it upon your heart that the way to be ſa- 
red is by believing, truſting, and commuting yourſelves 
to Jeſus Chriſt. Faith ſhuts up the foul in Chriſt, 


as God ſhut up Noah in the Ark ;—Unbelzef ſhuts a 


man out of Chriſt and his merits ;—ſbuts him up un- 
der guilt and wrath, ſo that there is no more poſſi- 
bility of eſcaping condemnation for an nbeliewer, 
than for one to eſcape burning that 1s ſhut up in a 
fiery oven. Suppoſe, you that are ſentenced to die, 
if the Judge had offered your lives to you upon 
reading a palm of mercy, and it you obſtinately 
would not read a pfalm, .it may be ſaid that your 
not reading the pſalm hangs you. —Remember that 
the promiſe of the Goſpel is this P/aln of mercy, 


which God offers in his Son to Laww-condemned ſin- 


ners and to you ;—Belicwing is the reading of this 
pſalm: if you believe not, and turn not to CHA IS 
as your Strong-hold and Refuge, you mult go to hell 


for your unbeliet? For a diſcharge is freely offered 


to you if you receive Chritt, — 


One of you may reply, ** I cannot read.” But 
if your life had been offered to you upon ſuch a 
condition, would you not have intreated ſome friend 
to teach you to read a verſe ?—Should you object, 
yu cannot believe,” a a ſenſe of thus would lead you 


to 


— 


— 
2 


1 4 


2 


— 
— 


1 

4 
7 

7 

1 
. 
4 

= 


if 
t 
& f 
7 * 
14 * 
1718 
1 4 
' 144 
„ 
2 4 
1448 
2 
171 
+#$ * 
139 
* ; 
; f 
5 
1 
* 
4 5 
318 
31 '%Y 
J 4 
4 
7 i 
o 
4 . 
+33 7% 
£ 
. 
be | 
. 
77 
Fr 
1 
* 
4x4; 1 
þ 0 
1 5 
3d? 
a g 
n 
4 
#4 1 
* 


—— 


"5 


W ws Is, 
* 2 
*. . 


hot Rey 


:4# 
; 

[ 
© 
— 
i 
: 
«i 

1 
1 
bY 

4 

: 
1 

* I 

1 
is 

"1 

* 

. 
54 
17 
8 
_— 
1 
#4 
" 
74 
. 
1 
te 
% 
Fu 
4 
1 


i 
i 


_— 


2 i: _— ak” hats ric ; "wn Gs A, E 
n 858 « 5 2 2 — 4 6 , . n * 
0 - a - - - 8 * 


— 


— 


— 2 
was 4 Elk ye E 


( 166 ) DER u. p. 
to proſtrate yourſelves before God, ſay ing, Lony 


«© help me to believe ;—Give me faith, Turn my heart 
% unto thee.” 


But I will enlarge no more at preſent, — 


Depart then, and be impartial in the examination 


of yourſelves and truſt not to groundleſs hopes: Try 


to recollect what you have now heard, and TI he- 
ſeech the Father of our mercies to command a ble. 
fing upen the word, that you may indeed believe 
unto Rizhteouſnc/s, unto Life, onto Sah ν.. 
Thus will you glorify the ineffable goodness of God, 
and the ineſtimable merits of Chriſt ;—Thus you 
will find a ſure, a full, an inconceivable proviſion 
made for your fafety in Chriſt ;—and when your 
preſent life is cut off, you will enter into that ever- 
laſting R/, “ avhich remajneth for the people of 
—_...: 


8 ERM. 


— — — 


SERMON VIX. 


ON THE WAGES OF SIN. 


ROM. vi. 23. 


For the Wages of Sin is Death : 1 
the Gift of God is eternal 2 through 


Jeſus Chr iff our Lord. 


Stand here, this day, to ſpeak to you in the name 

of two dying criminals :—Nay, which is of 
greater importance—I ſtand here to ſpeak to you 
in the name of the 1 God |——_ 


The firſt part of the a which I have read to 
you may be compared to a death-warrant, which 
ſpeaks terror and death: The avages of fit is death.” 
Poor Wages, that a man cannot hve by ! The 
latter part of the text is like a pardon preſented by 
the Royal hand ;—The gif? of God is eternal life, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” in the firſt part we may 


learn where we ought to lay the blame of all our 


troubles 


# Preached near the Gallows, when John Beamont and Ain 
Caichpole were executed, in April, 1771. 
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troubles and miſeries. Here we may learn the true 
cauſe of the everlaſting deſtruction of impenitent 
Sinners. Sin is the parent of ſorrow and dif?re/; 

it is the parent of death and Hell.— He that loveth 
fin, chooſeth death, and deſtroyeth his own ſoul. — 
We commonly find mankind ready to lament over 

ſame great calamity or great miſery which hath be. 
fallen them ; but that is looking to the ec with. 
out examining the cauſe: We ſhould dig deeper, 
and lay to heart the cauſe, the procurer of miſery ; 


and that is Six. 


As we are circumſcribed as to time, I muſt de- 
cline the thought of examining the connexion our 
Text has with the preceding verſes : J ſhall 
therefore crave the attention ot this great multitude 


wh il I ſhew, 


IJ. That Death is the wages of Sin. 


II. That although Death is the wages of Sin, 
yet that mankind are extreme lowers of Sin. 


III. That Gop gives eternal life to all returning 
fnners. | 


IV. That this git of cternal life is thr ongh Feſus 
Chrift our Lord. 


And then apply. 


1. I am to ſhew, that Death is the my” of fits 


I apprehend that this Death includes in it, /p-r:- 
tual, naiural, and eternal Death, 


1. It 
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It includes in it, piritnal death ; which brings | 


on the other two. The apoſtle Paul aſſures us, that 


& Mankind are dead, in treſpaſſes and fins *: He 
makes uſe of the term ** dead,” as a ſtrong meta- 
phor, to ſet forth the amazing /uprdity, blinduey", 


darkneſi, and !ifllefſueſs of the Sour, reſpecting 


Gop and /þ:r:twual concerns. 


Look upon the inhabitants of the earth around 
you From whence is it that there is ſuch ſtillneſs 


and filence about Bi9c-reiigion among people? 


From whence comes that Buyer and carels/7uc/s about 


eternal things? From whence that total zeglect of 


God, and iuſenſibility of Spirit under his diſpenſati— 
ons *——Conlider the excellency of the Great Gov : 
He is the Sam total of all happineſs, — the great Ori- 
ginal of all Perfections !—Is he not then, infinitcly 


worthy of all the adorations of his creatures? Is ho 


not deſerving of our moſt intenſe thoughts, and our 
moſt ardent affections? He is full of goodneſs and 
grace, as well as of jz/tice and truth. It the preſence 
of a great and good KING ſtrikes reverence, —It 
the eye of a Judge ſtrikes awe in a criminal, —curely 
we ſhould fear the Lond always; for we are ſur— 
rounded with his Omniprefence : : He inſpect ts into 
our moſt ſecret thoughts and actions, and pervades 
the inmoſt receſſes of our ſouls, 


Gor is an unbounded Ocean of all happineſs ; 
„I mis favorr is life.” He only is the complete 
portion of an immortal Soul, —Bnt, how few arc 


mindful of him! Ho few are ſtruck with his ex- 
cellency ! e Lord looked down from heaven up 


1 . | the 
#. Eph. ii. 2. 
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& the children of men, to jze if there were any that did 
<< underftand, that did ſec after & od, Every one of 
© them is gone back, they are altogether become fiithy ; 
<6 there is none that dooth goog, no not one*,” This is 
a juſt .deſcription of every unconverted perſon, 
Mankind are often affected with what they ſee it 
one another; Power commands, Beauty charms, — 
and judicial aits ftrike terror; but alas, how 


many are itruck with theſe things, who are yet un- 
mindful of God !\—— 


/ 


Turn -your thoughts, to what paſſes in your own 


breaſts: Are you not conſcious, that though you 


have affections for outward objects and are caſih 
moved by them, yet, Is. not the GREAT Gon, and 
the LOVING REDEEMER, (who is 72fintrely iovely!) 
often out of your thoughts? 


I obſerve ſome here touched with compatlion, who 
ſhed tears freely and ſeem much affected at ſeeing 
this young man and young woman leaning upon 


their coffins, who are ſhortly to ſuffer a ſhametul 


death: And truly *tis a woving, ſhocking ſight ! 


But are there not many in this crowd, who have 
lived twenty or thirty years in the world, who ne- 
ver ſpent one hour in ſecretly lamenting and bewail- 
ing their own fins againſt God ?—Perhaps there arc 
ſome here preſent who never aſked /#r:o7/]y that 
queſtion, ** Fiat muff I do to be ſaved ? ''—** How 
„ ſhall I be delivered from He xwrath to come? — 
In the things of this life, you can love what is ami- 
able, — and cagerly purſue earthly things without re- 


IyCtance, yet continue inſenſible of the greatneſs of 
God 
4 Pfalm Iii. 2 


SEx x. 6. „ 

God and the worth of your Souls! Vonder Sun, 
which ſhines bright upon us has more admirers 
tan the Gop that made it; though He is the un- 
created fountain of all Light! MXings and Minifters 
of State will be fought unto, and have great homage 
paid them, but oh! how iew applications are 
made to the KING oF KINGS ?—Search all the world 
over, and comparatively ſpeaking, you will find 
but little love of the heart, going forth after Gov. 
People indeed will now and then pay him the com- 
pliment of the knee, and make ule of a few formal 
words under the name of prayer, —but where 1s 
the heart? where are the affections?— People will 
go to church or meeting, but how many are glad 
when the bleſſing is pronounced? They fly home 
and call up any fooliſh ſubject to entertain them 
after, but the great God and his glory is neglected 2 
Any news pleaſes moſt people better than /alva- 
tim, —And the News-paper is preferred before the 
Scriptures! True, people will not /ay this: but let 


tafe and practice prove the point. In the name of 


the holy God, What 1s this that has ſeized the mind 
of immortal creatures ?—Mankind—made for Eter- 
nity, —yet loath to think of that ſtate! by what 
name ſhall we call this? I know of none more pro- 
per than whit the word of God calls it by, that 
is, Spiritual death ! 


2. Conſider the endearing Relations the great God 
ſuſtains. He ſuſtains the dear Relation of a Father : 
* He made us, and not Ive ourſtlves.” How many 
ways has he taken to make us dutiful and grateful ? 
Hie is the Father of our ſpirits, as well as the For- 
gen of our Bodies,” —Children, in their young 


A and 
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and helpleſs years, are ſond of their parents ; Their 


little hearts beat with a'thouſand grateful ſenſations 
towards them; They long to ſee, and love to be 
auth them, and Ay to them on every appearance of 
danger.—But if God be our FATHER, where is his 
Honour? where are our filial and child-like 
Tempers ?——Tt is but a little time ſince we came 


from his kind hand, yet how have we forgotten 


him! How tew ſhew a real heart-affection for him 
Many perſons hearts are dead towards him, and 
they behave as if there was no ſuch a being, 


How ſ urpriſingly different is the conduct of mul- 


titudes towards God, from that of their behaviour 
towards an cartbiy parent! Nature works ſtrong 


towards them; but dull and dead towards God: — 


and why? becauſe this /piritual death has ſpread 


itſelf over the whole Soul. As a king, we owe al- 
legiance to him: As a Law-giver, his law ſhould 
be the rule of our conduct, —Were there ever Laws 
ſo excellent as his? — yet, how are they violated. 
Did ever a criminal treat his judge, as ſinners treat 
Gop? He 1s our guardian and deliverer: From 


how many dangers have we been preſerved ? dan- 


gers, diſtreſſes, and death ſurround us, in every 
age and place :—The air, earth, water and fire, 


are filled with numberleſs principles of pain and 


death :—Calamities and ſickneſſes of various ſorts 
ſwarm around, and lay in ambuſh ; and yet God hath 
preſerved us; — Vea, when ſickneſs has overtaken 
and death came nigh us, He hath ſuddenly relieved 
vs !—Now, one would think theſe very confidera- 
tions would be enough to knit our hearts to him for 


ever, —-If a friend had helped us and ſaved us from 
death 


al 
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death, we ſhould think of him often; But the 
great Cod, who has performed all things for us, is 
"axe Though we have rebelled againſt him, 
bf deſerve his vengeance, yet we have received 


unnumbered Bleſſings from him: —yea, the liſt 1s 


endleſs, and it will be the happy employ of true 
converts, to all eternity, to recollect and enume- 
rate them !—How is it, then, that Gop is not 
more in our thoughts? How 1s it, that we receive 
and love the gifts, and forget the bountiful GIVER? 


—But what is ſtill ;nfin'izely more tranſcendent !— 
Turn your thoughts to the glorious bleſſings of 
Redemption by Feſus Chrift, who came from the 
higheſt beaven, gave up himſelf to three and thirty 


years of the moſt humble abaſement,—yea gave up 


himſelt to death and the azonies of crucifixion !— 


Herewe may be non-plus'd / Tere was unprecedented 
Love and Grace / unparallelled compaſſion O that I 
could fay ſomething becoming this Love !—Some- 
thing that might do honour to it! This love ſur— 
paſſes all deſcription and all knowledge !—He pur- 
chaſed Pardon for the guilty ;,— Redemption, for 


| /aves : Righteouſueſs, for the condemned ;j— Com- 


fort, for mourners; —opened a door of Iope, for 
condemned dying malefactors; Protection, for the 
belpleſs :=—Strengrth for the <vcat > —!Happineſs, for 
the heirs of hell :;—unſearchable Riches, for the 
wretoled, the poor, the blind, and naked ! 


We are allowed to aſk for all theſe bleſſings,— 


| Allowed, did 1 ſay ? give me back that word ! You 


are commanded, invited and intreated to come to him 


tor the apy of all your wants. A, ard it ſhall 
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c he given you Feel, and you ſhall jind,” is the voice 
« of Heaven!” He is more ready to give, than 
we are to aſk. —And pray, What reception do all 
theſe things meet with? It is enough to make 
one tremble to hear it They are de/pi/ed by num- 
bers,—and reeded by multitudes !—Inftead of he. 
ing melted and tranfported with the News, Sin- 
ners are often unmoved at the hearing of it, and 
Jay in their hearts, ***Tis time enough to think of 


e theſe things hereafter, — We will hear of this at 


© more convenient ſeaſon ! — Well may this apoſ- 
tacy of our nature be called Spiritual death. Shame 
on the wretch that made the ſirſt panegyric on the 


dignity of human nature, ſince the time fin entered 


into the world ! Let no one fay in his heart, 
This is only the character of ſome. —An impar- 
tial judge will affirm this is the character of ALI, 
by nature, till the grace of Gop renews the heart, 
Only make an allowance for ſome accidental diffe- 
rence of climate, conſtitution, taſte and education, 
and you will __ that all are “ carthly, ſenſual and 
* deviliþS;” as if they were all caſt in one 
mould. Thouſands, indeed, boaſt of the good 
of their hearts, when they are entirely ignorant of 
the deceirfulneſs thereof, and their own deſperate 
wickedneſs. — With the Phariſees they ſhut their 
eyes againit the ghz which would ſhew the deſ- 
tructi ve nature of the love of the world, — the thirſt 
of praiſe, —the fear of men,—the love of eaſe, 
ſloth, ſenſuality, —indevotion, —felf. righteouſneſs, 
— diſcontent, — impatience, — ſelfiſhneſs, — carnal 
ſecurity 


§ Jam, iii. 15. 
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ſecurity, — unbelicf, — hardneſs of heart, —and a 
thouſand other ſpiritual evils ;—Some of theſe are 
hid ſecretly, and are fcarcely known till they are 
fired with the ſpark of ſuitable temptation. Where 
is the Face that never betrayed daring in/olence ? 
Where the Cheek that never maniteſted concealed 
guilt by an znvoluntary bluſh? Where is the Neck 
that never was {tretched out in Pride, Ambition, and 
vain conſidence? Where the Eye that never caſt a 
diſdainful, a malignant, or a <vanton loo“? Where 
is the Ear that evil curioſity never opened to frothy, ' 
looſe or defaming diſcourſe? Where the Tongue that 
was never tainted with n-edifying, falſe, indecent or 
uncharitable language? Where are the men and wo- 
men, Whoſe Palate was never the ſeat of Iuæurious 
indulgence ? Orthe Throat, that was never the chan- 
nel of ace? Where are the Hands that never 
plucked or touched the forbidden fruit, or the Peet 
which never moved in the downward road of {x and 
Heli? Where is the Boſom that never heated under 
the dreadful working of anger, malice, hatred or 
ery? Where is the Face, though ever ſo diſagree- 
able, that was never the ohe of /elf-avor/hip ? or 
where the Body, however deformed, that never 
was ſet up as an zdo] by the fallen /pirit that inha- 
bits 1t ? | 


% 


And if this is the ſtate of mankind, is it any won 
der, | 


2, That Natural death ſhould be a part of the 
dreadful cages of n? 


Would 
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Would my time admit, I might ſhew, that the 
various miſeries which have befallen nations and 
individuals, are all the bitter Aruits and Ge, of 
/ia.— might expatiate, how unhealthy and unfruit— 
ful ſeaſons, inundations, dreadful lightnings, fierm; 
and tempeſts,—barren earth, thorns and thiſtles, 


with nox10us weeds, are ſigns of the d:iþ/ea/ure of 


Gop againſt a rebel avorld /—All the brute creation 
would be at peace with Man, if man had not fin- 
ned againit Gon.—Sin has opened all the flood-gatcs 
of natural evil, and brought in labour and forroiy 
upon all the human race !—A thouſand painful arts 
are invented to mitigate the manifold curſe, which 


Hark ! Liſten to the ſighs of the ajfi ed, 3 


-noans of the diſconſolate, —the complaints of the op- 
preſſed, —and the /hricks of the tortured : Conſi— 
der the bodily inperfections of numbers ;—the deaf, 
the blind, the lame. Paſs on and obſerve the Tears 
of the diſappoluted, —the ſorrows of the capticies,.— 
the anxieties of the accuſed, the horrid fears of the 


| guilty, — he terrors of the condemned ; —Proceed for- 


ward to the monrnſul rooms of the languijhing, —the 
avear:i/ome beds of the fick :—Paſs on to Hoj7:irals, 
Infirmarics and Bedlams: — Take a turn through 
Fails; ſurvey Inguifitions :—In a word 


View is place of execution! why is Hat fatal 
Tree erected? For whom are Heſe Coftins, on which 
I ſtand, prepared? Are they made ready for the 
dead No: For two young perſons, who are in 
full health, in the very bloom of youth, whom ye 
ſee in tears reclining upon theſe boxes, which 


will ſhortly contain their dead bodies 
; What 


Ct 
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What are all theſe ſhocking things? My Text 
will tell you :—They are the wages of fin Time 
would fail me, to open the horrible proſpects of 


ruined cities and kingdoms ;—the calamities of <vrecks 
and ffeges—the horrors of ſea-fights, and bloody 


fields of battles; together with all the crimes, de- 
waſtations and cruelties which accompany reverge, 
contention and war !— Ny dear hearers, all the mul- 
tiplied calamities of life, only make way for the 
pangs of death :—We are all under ſentence of 
death, and this ſentence ſhall be executed, —Of all 
things that nature dreads, Death is one of the moſt 
terrible: Death is the puniſhment of capital offend- 


ers: All mankind are Travtors againſt God: May 
God make you all /enfi5/e of it, before it be too 


late. Remember that natural drath is the fruit of 
in- There was no ſuch thing as death in the 


world, before fin made its entrance: Before ſin, there 


were no cauſes to produce it: nothing to diſcom- 
poſe the frame of man. —Puny, minute Philoſo- 
phers may object to this, —but *tis evident from 
Scripture, the unerring word of Gop! 


And are the calamitics of life, and natural death 


the only wages of ſin No: To thoſe that die in 
their fins, they are but the leaſt part of the puniſh» 
ment : Therefore J obſerve, 


3. That etcrnal miſcry in Hell, is the <vage: of /in to 
all unbelieying, impenitent, unconverted ſinners. 


The miſery of the damned in Hell is called, the 
SECOND DEATH |: ** The fearful, and unbelieving, 
' and murderers, and <whorcmongers, and. ſorcerers, 


and 
7 Rev. xxi. 8. 


8 


— — — —_ . CL mots 
Ga te > => I . . 


— — 
- 3 7 


— — no — a n = a 
——— — . —— LD 


e 


fn} SER N. 6; 
& and idolaters, and all lyars, ſhall have their portion 


« in the lake which burneth <vith fire and brimftone; 
&« hieb is the SEconD DEATH.“ O! who can 
think of this ſtate without horror ?—to be always 
dying, yet never to die! There the <worm dieth 
% not, and the fire ſhall never be quenched.” O 
dreadful ſtate! to be always tormented, without 
any the leaft glimmering hope that this horror and 
pain ſhould come to a period ! No ſocner are 
the ſouls of ungodly, unconverted finners diſlodged 
from the body, but they are hurried into the pre- 


ſence of an iajured, angry God ; not under the con- 
duct of ind angels, but expoſed to the inſults of 


accurſed Spirits, They who lately tempted them; 
now upbraid them.—Who can conceive their confu- 
ſion and diftreſs, when they ſtand guilty and incucuſa- 
ble before their incenſed Creator *—The PRINCE of 
PEAck rejets them with abhorrence :—He con- 
ſigns them over to chains of darkneſi, and the wals 
of his <v-ath will be emptied out upon them: — The 


Law they have wiolated, and the Haſtel they have 
JSlighted ;—the Po ver they hade defied, and the Good- 
_ neſs they have abuſed, will all get themſelves 1Tononr 


in their exemplary deſtrafion —O how will their 
hearts endure when the ſword of divine indignat.on 
is unſheathed and waved over their defenceleſs 
heads !!—** The/e,” ſays the glorious TMMANUEL, 
& Theſe, ſhall go axvay into everlaſiing puniſhnent*,” 


Devils drag them to the pit, and puſh them down 


headlong !—O the angviſh and horror of their guil- 
ty conſciences And what adds an emphaſis to all 
their torment is, that it will be Ezcrna!, 


0 


* Matt. xxv. 46. 
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O Ertznity! ETERNITYI with what Horror 
will thy name circulate through the vaults of H! 


ETERNITY in Meg no end to Pain, nohope of 


anend ! O this is the Hu of Hells“ This is the 
Parent of Deſpair, and Deſpair is the molt tormenting 
Paſſion which devils feel. Methinks that funde 
ſentence ;—** Depart ye curſed into cuerlaſting fre, 

is cnough to make us fit down and conſider, whe- 
ther auy lin can be ſo fleafing and defirable, as to 
make it worth lying in hui,, torments for, only by 


obtaining and enjoying it a /ery fleeting days or no- 


ments, —O finner : thou kncweſt already the % of 


thy /izfz1 pleaſures, but not the worſt of thy puniſb- 
ment which is ſo great, that it looſes its ch:eFem - 
phaſis by tranſlating it into human language and 
cloathing it with compariſons. borrowed from viſible 
things — Alas! What is the fire and brunſtone we 
ſee and fear, to that which burns in the infernal 
like ?— They are no more to be compared unto 15 
than fire painted upon a wall, to that which burns 
upon your hearths,—To dwell upon the aw/z] ſub- 
ject is too /vocking for reflection, and if fo, what is 
it to endure it? 


Some ſay, that /me/l/zg to the Earth is whole- 
ſome, to remove many diſorders: And J am ſure 
that taking the cent of the ſulbburcous pit by frequent 
me. litatious cannot but be whole/ome to the Soul: 


Deſcend then to Ilell in your meditations, while 
you are here upon Earth; and by the bleſſing of 
| Cad 


M Matt. AF, 47. | 
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Con, your ſouls ſhall not deſcend there when vou 


die: Walk in company with thoſe places of Scrip- 


ture, which ſet forth the ſtate of the damned ;— 
This is the true houſe of mourning, and going into it 


by /erious meditation, is a ſovereign means to make 


the living lay it to Heart, and laying it to heart, thou, 
wilt be induced to fly to Jeſus by Faith, from the 


2b to come. 


— 


This threefold death is the wages of fin :—And iz 
it poſſible, that rational creatures can be in love 
with this ?—To prove this, leads me as propoſed, 


IT. To ſhew, —That although death is the war, 
of iu, yet that mankind by nature, are extreme 
Lowers of fin. 


= 


This is evident if you conſider, that people do 
not love to retain God in their thourhts ;—they take 


no pleaſure in his ſervice ;—they are not concerned 
for the honour and dignity of his government :— 


Like the Prodigal, they are inclined to run awiy 
from the paternal care and guidance of a tender Fa- 
ther, —They regard not God's law as the rule cf 
their conduct; Hence they reje& his Go/p:7, which 
propoſes Peace.-——They do not chooſe any thing 


that Gop commande, unleſs it ſuits with their incline 


tions. — Though they are thus diſobedient to the 


Great Gon, yet to S and Satan, thoſe tyrannici 


maſters, they are the moſt tame aves: for theſe 


they will go through the moſt ſordid 'drudgery ; 
though they know that the zvages of them is death — 
for theſe they will give up l eir moſt important 


inter eſts 
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intereſts; they will exchange their Sols and Hea- 
vin, for a few tranfitory Pleaſures! Let Tempta— 
tion be ſecn, they immediately take the fznal and 
000. — If fiz does but command them to wound their 
ſouls and bodies, yea, and their earthly eſtates too, 
with exceſlive drinking and other vices ; they, like 
poor ſlaves, avi// obey :—Let Vn and Satan com- 
mand them to ſwear, lie, feal, defraud, &c. they 


ſubmit ; though eternal damnation be the conſe- 


quence ! Let & n order them to purſue riches, 

to covet honour, or ſenſual pleaſures, right or 
wrong, at the loſs of their ea/e, peace, yea at the 
danger of their lives, and defirudiion of their ſouls, 
they engage in the drudgery and 7077 all the day :—Tf 
Sia forbids them to /erve Gop,—to attend jeriouſly 
to his word, —to pray importunateſy in ſecret, to 
refed! upon the //orable condition of dying without 
the favour of God and an intereſt in Cbr:f ;—Let 
Lu but adviſe them to put off repentance, they will 
be very cautious ;—they will read:'y refrain: and 
all the arguments which Gop and man can uſe 
with them, will have no _—_— — | 


In a word, if Sn does but give them orders to 


ire up their intereſt in Heaven, and run the riſque 
of eternal ruin; they will venture upon the hor- 
rid ſelf-deſtructive enterprize :—they will do more 
for %, than they will for Gop, a thouſand times. 
See how v/1/:agly multitudes commit the moſt 
wprofitable, ridiculous, inhuman and diabolical ſins. 

They will commit the moſt unprofitable fins :—tor 
inſtance, that of ſporting with prefare oaths, and 


crſes, and tauing the tremendous name of Go 222 
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wan !—** Beeanſe of fivearing, the Land mourneth,” 


ſaith the prophet : And where is the Par: in all 
this Mail, that has not reaſon to mourn for tis 
crime ?—A crime which is Helliſhb!“ a crime that 
brings neither profit, honour nor og to the pro- 
phitng wretch who commits it! 


Six has more influence upon millions of people, 
than all the perſuaſions of les, —parents,— miniſters 
and friends; — Len, more influence upon them than 
the life, miracles, ſufferings, death and heamuly docs 
trines of the Sau of God /—And this «51:/] be the caſe 
till Gop effectually works upon the beart by the 
power of his Spirit, —There is nothing ſo ac, 
10 dear, fo valuable as Heauen and Happineſs, —) et 
finners will give up all thete, if fn requires 1t:— 
nothing ſo terrible as Hel; yet they will ru/h into 


it, if / ſets thein upon the deſperate adventure.— 


Mankind by nature, arc the moſt tame, ſubmiſſive 
creatures in the world to %%: - They will believe 
that true religion is only Fancy and Enthuſiaſm, and 
drives people out of their ſenſes, or makes them 
melancholy, untill they are enlightened to fee that e 


Fear of the Lord is true «viſuom,—In a word, ſin is an 
@folute, deſpotic Tyrant over vnconveried ſinners; 
and what is moſt aſtoniſhing, they are not weary of 


its Tyranny, nor do they aut after Liberty :— They 
hug their chains and love their bondage :—Sin is 
the commander in chieß, in their hearts: —“ The 
* Prince of this world ruleth in the hearts of the chil- 


4 dren of d:ſobedience : they will not reſent his 


aſurpation, nor will they ſtruggle to ſhake off the 
Voke, — | | 


Is 


tt, 
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Is not this a melancholy review? but is it not 
the hiſtory of mankind ever fince the fall? — And is 
there nere In ſtore for ſuch abominable ſinners -I 
is a remarkable obſervation of an eminent Divine, 
„% When we hear (favs he,) of a fort of creatures 
© that were fallen from God, and gone into rebel- 
„lion againſt him; alienated from, and enemies to 
„% him in their mind by xwicked ns; — One would 
ebe in ſuſpence and ſay;— Well, and what be- 
came of them? how did the matter iſſue? What 
« was the event? would we not expect to hear 
* that fie came down from heaven and conſumed 
© them in a mement ;—or that the caith opened 
„her tremendous jaws and ſwallowed them up 
quick? One would be apt to ſay, So I thought, 
+ —who could expect otherwiſe ?—but what grate- 
© ful aitoniſhment ſhould riſe in our breaſts, to hear, 
{© that ſo far from this, God had ſent his ozwz Sox to 
« die for them, and to bring about Peace and Re- 
& conciliation, and to purchaſe Life and Salvation 
© for them! — He came not to condemn the world, but 
« that the avorid through him might be ſawed.“ 
Which reminds me 


<< 


ee 


IIT. To ew, that God gives eternal life to all re- 
turning ſinners. The gift of Ged is eternal lis. — 


r. Natural life and all its bl. ſiugs are the gift of 
God: ** He made us, and not «ve ourſelves,” “ In 
% him ave live, move, and hade our being.” | 


2. Spiritual life is the gift of God, This ſpiritual 
life is begun by Regeneration; ** You hath he quick- 
** ened, <vho avere dead in treſtaſſis and fins*.” This 

| | R 2 ſpiritual 

+ The great and learned Mr. Howe, # Eph. il. I. 
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ſpiritual life in the Soul, is the con, vf Gon 
the Faruzr,—the Purchaſe of Gor the Sox, and 
the alone work of Gop the Hof Grosr., It is a 
ſpiritual change which paſſes upon the Soul, — 
Hence St. John expreſſes it to be a paſing from 


4 death unto life,” This Life, transforms the Soul 


into the image of God; Whereby, we, Zebolding 
as in a glaß, the glory of the Lord are changed into 
« the ſame image. — Where this 4% is implanted 
in the Soul, it will cauſe an univerſal change in the 
whole man. IF any man be in Chrift he is a nero 
& creature: old things are paſt ay; behold all 
* things become new.” Original fia has infected the 
whole man, and regenerating grace goes as far as 
the ſore. The fruit of the ſpirit is in all goodneſs,” — 
Where this ſpiritual life 1s, the underitanding is /a- 
wingly enlightened; Je vere ſometimes darkne;3, 
4 but now are ye LIGHT in the Lord,” The beams 
of the light of life, make their, way into the dark 
dungeon of the Heart, ſo that the ſinner ſees the 
exceeding finfulneſs of ſin, and is enabled to part 
with thoſe ſins that were dear to him as a right hand 
or a right eye,—He is taught the knowledge of 
himſelf: It brings the finner to himſelf, and cauſes 
him to ſee the plague of his own heart: The fin- 
ner is enlightened in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby he ſees the neceſſity of having a per/onal 
intereſt in Him as his Prophet, Prieff and RI. — 
The life of faith is the H gi/# oft Gop, whereby 
the foul relies upon Chri/? as his V /dom, Righteon)- 
neſs, SenFfification and Redemption: — He is en- 


lightened to ſee the warty of the World: — Gruce 


brings 


* Cor. iii. 18. *. 7. 5 Eph, v. 8. 
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SERM. 6. ( 
brings the heart into a new world; fo that %s 
world will be reputed as a ſtage of vanity, as a wil- 


derneſs and a valley of tears; and the foul will 


never be completely happy, till it arrives ſafe into 
Heaven, 


3. Where this hivizal life is, the Jill is re- 
newed :— The Lord takes away the ſtony heart and 
gives @ heart of feſb, a heart ſuſceptible of the 


holy fear of Gon*, and he puts a new ſpirit within 


him. ö 


4. Wherever this /piritual Iife is, all the affections 
are renewed :—The defires are ſet upon God and 
Chriſt: ** The diſires of my ſoul are to the ani the 
© remembrance of thy name,” ſays the Prophet ;— 
CurisT is altogether lovely to the Believer :—His 


hopes are placed upon the things above, “ dh 


i have I in heaven but thee ® and there is none por 
& earth that I deſire befide thee,” is the language 
of his heart: — His greateſt /orraw is for fin, and his 
greateſt joy is in Gob ;—his conſcience is tender; —the 
fear of God rules in his heart ;—the love of Chriſt 
is ſhed abroad in his ſoul ;—his converſation is in 
heaven ;—the law of God is the rule of his actions: 
He has not only a tongue to talk of religion, but a 
heart to embrace it in the <ybo/e of his conwer/ation ; 


therefore he “ walks not after the Phy but after 
„ the ſpirit ;*"—+** for the law of the Spirit of fe in 


© Chrift Feſus has made him free from the Taco of fin 


© and death.” He believes the word of God, and 


does not diſpute againſt it, —He belieres in Chr;/# 
#:/n5, and therefore ſhall be ſaved: “ He that hears 
R 3 | 2 


Eck. *xxvi. 26. + Pf. Ixxiii. 26. 
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& ay words, and believes on him that ſaut me, hath eur. 
% Jaſting life; and fhall not come into condemnation, 
& But is paſſed from death unto life : — And, II 
« that hath the Son, hath Li. —0 blefled Life 


this! None knows its ſweetneſs but thoſe that ex- 


perience it : O that God may give you who are 
10 ſuffer death in a few minutes, to know this bleſ- 
Ted Lite 1 in Pour Souls ! : 


T he means by which this ſpiritual life 1s begun, 
and carried on by the ſpirit of God, are his Word 


and Ordinances, 


The time limited for my ſpeaking to you this day, 
is haſtening away apace: It will fail me to tell you 
the various ways God makes uſe of: — Sometimes 
an alarming Providence, —a Hint dropt in pious con- 
verſation, a good Book, — but ſualiy, the preaching 
of the Gojpe! is the means. The terrors of the law 
of God, ſet forth by the preachers of the word, 
being attended with a power from on high hath 
often arreſted the careleſs ſinner and made him pen- 


| five, made him pauſe awhile and aſk himſelf, 


„What will become of me when I leave 7his world? 
„ where ſhall my /oz! be fixed when my Gody is 
dead? In Heaven, or in Hell?“ 


Preaching ſermons at a gallows is a new thing in 


molt places, though executions are too common in 


all counties. O that this new thing may be the 
means of awakening dead ſinners this day !—Tt was 
a ſervice that I was very unwilling to undertake; 
It was through much ſolicitation I undertook it; 
Such a ſcene as this, has a very ſtrong impreſſion 


upon 


8 b Ni. 6. ( 689 1 

upon my ſpirits: O may there be never ſuch another 
melancholy occaſion ! But as I think T was called 
by providence to preach on this open common, ex- 
cuſe me, if I am in earneſt :—Excuſe- my tears: 1 
want to have you all thirſt after this eternal /ife ſpo- 
ken of in the text - Come and take, come and re- 


ceive this free-gift ! But I add, 


Lofoly, That etcrnal glory in Heaven is the gift of 
God. | | 


Indeed the life of grace here, is the beginning of 
glory: But who ſhall ſufficiently deſcribe that hap- 
pineſs which God hath prepared for all his ſervants : 
O what pencil can delineate that goodly Land?. 
Would ſome kind hand draw aſide the veil, and give 
us a tranſient glimyſe of the divine abodes above, how 
would this draw our thoughts from ſublunary 
things? O how does the triumphant church above 
rejoice becauſe they are and /ball be for ever with 
the Lord! With what ſhouts of Foy and Triumph 
does a believing foul aſcend, when it leaves the 
body—with what Joy and Wonder ! But what 
am I doing? Dye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, uci-— 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive of 
that glory <vhich God hath prepared for all them that 
love him een I proceed to. obſerve, 


IV. That this gift of God, which is eternal Life, 
is through * Chriſt our Lord. | 


Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that all the gifts 
of grace, though perfectly free to ſinners, are found- 
ed upon a grand and an ineſtimable Price paid by 
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the bleſſed Redeemer. Are believing ſinners entire- 
ly abſolved from guilt? It js becauſe Chriſt gave his 
Life for their Ranſom :—Are they heard with accep- 
tance when they pray ? It 1s becauſe their exalted 
High-Pricft intercedes in their behalf.—Are they 
completely juſtified and inſtated in endleſs bliſs * It 


is becauſe the Redeemer's conſummate obedience is the 


glorious eguivalent for this and all other Uheſſings : 
Therefore the Apoſtle adds, that Eternal Life i; 
the gift of God, through our Lord JEsus CHRIST. Tt 
s the purchaſe of his precious Blood: It is the j7uit 
of his groans and dying agonies :z—He has revealed 
it to us, and bleſſed be his name! this is /i ecly of 
fered to us this day,—But 'tis time to introduce 


The APPLICAT1ON:. 


Is DEATH the wvages /in! Then learn from hence, 


1, To ſee the abominable nature and the horrid con- 
ſequences of fin. From this proczedeth all the dire- 
ful plagues and ſorrows in the world. — The Nau 
and Teiles which the word of God gives to /n, be- 
ſpeak its ep nature. If God calls it Folty, then 
there is no wiſdom to be found in it : He denounce: 
a WOE upon him that doth it“. The Devil indeed 


teacheth ſinners to cover foul practices with Vir 


names: Srþer/tition is ſtiled Devotion j—Covetonſu)s 
is called Thrift, —Uncleanne/3 is called a trick of yon, 


Pride in apparel, is called Handſomenrſs, and Lice: 


tiouſneſs, Liberty /—But O man, never think to find 
Honey in that pot, when God writes Poiſon on its 
cover! do not ſuffer thyſelf to be cheated by failc 

| names 


on 


* Iſaiah, v. 20. 
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names !— Will the Fire burn thee the leſs, into 
which thou art embolden'd to put thy finger, becauſe 
a Knave that owes «hee an ill turn, tells thee that 
it will do thee no harm? Hear what the God of 
truch ſaith of fin, and by what names he calls it: 


you will find that whatever is dreaded by us, or 


hated, feared, or. loathed in all the world, are bor- 
rowed and applied to fin.—Irt is repreſented as the 
Vemit of Dogs, the Venom of Serpents, the Stench of 
rotten Scpulebres and Dunghills; a Gangrene, a 
Leprojy, a Plague, yea the Hire of Hell]: and wilt 
thou love that which is ſo abhorring ? 


Sin has a dejilings property: therefore *tis called 
the flthine3 of the jle/h and ſpirit. The whole world 
is ſaid to lie iu evickedneſs ; (£v.73 Tovepw,) in the 
avicked One; as 1 rotten carcaſe in its putrefactionÞ, 
Wherefore did God fend the deluge in Noah's time, 
and fire upon Sodom; but to waſh away, and con- 


ſame the filthy generation as dung from the face of 


the earth? Conſider a moment, what a filthy thing 
it i—whata ſtrong poiſon it is, which has diffuſed 
its malignity, not only through the Soul and Body, 
and tvrned angels into devils ; but has had ſuch a 
dreadful effect upon the whole frame of the viſible 
creation, that it willnever come to its beauty again, 
till like a batter'd, canker'd piece of plate, itis 
melted down, and refi ned by the fire of the laſt day. 


2. Sin has a d///urbing property: It breaks the 
Peace of the Soul, yea of the whole v orld. It brings 
conju ſio n 


2 Pet. it. 20. Luke iii. 7. Rom. Ut. 13- 2 Fam 
li. 17. 1 Kings, viii. 38. Jam. 11. 6. 
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confuſron to families, and makes a country the ſeat of 
war; wherever fin comes, an army of evils are at 
his heels: There is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
Godt. O finners ! here is God's hand to the war- 
rant. He ſentences the ſinner that continues in fin, 
fo the torture of his own conſcience !—W ho is able 
to expreſe the anguiſh, which an accufing conſcience 
feels? Who can ſet forth thoſe dreadtul fits of con- 
vulſion with which it rends and tears itſelf !. 


Hear one through the diſquietude of his ſoul roar- 
ing out, ere is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe r 
& thineanger; neither any reſt in my bones becauſe of 
fut.“ .“ Thile 1 ſuffer thy terrors T am diffrac!- 
„ edf.” Another cries out, My puniitment ii 
& greater than I can bear.” And a third unable to 
ſtand under the clamour of his guilt, runs to the 
halter and deftroys himſelf And is he likely to 
be cured of his torment, think you, who throws 
himſelf into Hell- fire to have ca/z? It is curſed 81 
that ſets one man at enmity againſt another; —leads 
people to ſtretch forth their hands and to take away 
the property of their neighbours ; and how many 
does it bring to a ſhameful end, as you ſee this day: 
But, what is worſt of all, Sin has a damning pro- 
perty :—lt all the miſchief fin did us, was only in 
this world, it were bad enough ; but it brings eter- 
nal damnation upon all its impenitent votaries.— 
And are you not ready to fall out with * Enciny 
this day? 


2. If Sin is ſuch — evil, hen you may 
learn from hence the neceſſity of a ſacrifice of inſiuite 
dignity 


+ Laa. Lviii. 21. * Pf, xxxvili. 3. + Pf. Izxxviii, 15. 
§ Gen. iv. 13. — Mart, xxvii . 
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dignity to atone for it. — What amazing preſumption 
is there in many goſpel hearcrs, who repoſe ſuch 
confidence in the merit of their own æπ] Q gas; inſtead 
of placing it entirely to the zufinitely meritorious 
righteouſneſs and aronement of the Lamb of God, 
who came to take away the ſiu of the <vorld /! 


3. Are we totally polluted by reaſon of ſin ?— 
ſee the folly of thofe, who take <veter-bapti/or tor 
Regeneration, of which it is en fign!—and will 
you be contented with a %u, without the /g ſig- 
nified? Others take the new br th and /piritual life 
to be nothing more than a decint behaviour. O 
Low dreadful the miſtake This L#fe o ace, you 
muſt experience or you are undone, ſain TrRuTH 
itſelf : For, except a man be born again, be cannot 
% [re the kingdom of God,” —“ Brawl nt that I. faid 
„ unto thee, Je muff be born gain. — This life, as 
well as eternal life in Heaven, is the gift of God: 


| —Let me bring the matter then cloſe to you this 


day: 


And are you partakers of this ſpiritual life ? What 


ſay you, vn feople ? What ſay you, old people ? 
| What ſay vou, pri/oners, that are ſoon to appear be- 
| tore the bar of God? I join with you to put the 
| queſtion to myſelf :—Ts this matter unqueſtionably 
in your favour? Do any of you look upon this 


que ſtion as zeedle? Do any ot you look upon it as 


| indiferent ? What is it a matter of /rdiference, whe- 
| ther you are concerted or 7aconnerted ? Whether vou 
are going to Heaven or Hell? No, 'tis of too 
| great importance to paſs it by lightly. 


Have you been made ſenſible that the favery of 


| in is ictolrable? have you been conrinced that 


the 
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the government of it is moſt ęyrannical, and 
that the wages of it is cternal damnation? Do you 
pant for liberty from under its dominion ? Have 
you been driven out of your alſe hopes, that you in. 
tend to be religious one day or another? Have you 


been convinced of the purity of the holy Law of 


God? Have you been brought to ſee your{elves 
Helplſs and, hopeleſs without Chriſt, and with the 
Publican, to cry out, „G be merciful to me a fi- 
„% ner? — When a ſoul is partaker of this „ed 


life, which is the gift of God, it will feel ſtrong. 


thirſtings and longing after God ;—the way of ho!i- 
neſs which he before deſpiſed, now becomes amiable 
and glorious ;—the ſoul that betvre was in love with 
fin, now ſees it to be excceding ſinful, and hath 
it in every ſhape and degree :—As new born babes 
you then defire the ſincere milk of the word :— 
Jeſus is then precious to you :—divine things mike 
a deep impreſſion on your hearts, and the great re- 
alities of another world affect you ;—and you 
plainly ſee that eternal life 7s the gift of God, and 
the Spirit of Gcd has taken of the things ct 
Chriſt, and revealed them unto you. 


But are there not ſome here who are conſcious, 
that theſe favourable characters do not belong to 
them? Do not ſome of you know that <vell-Y0/r2 is 
not the chief bx/ine/5 of your life ?—Do not your 
own conſciences teſtify to ſome of you, that you 
are wilful <vorhers of iniquity ?—1I tell you plunly, 
and with all the authority the word of God can 
give, that if you continue impenitent and uncon— 


verted, eternal damnation will be your lot: — This 
| will 


MC, 
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will be your dreadful doom !—And will not this 
rouze you unto a Vigorous endeavour to amend ? 
Are any of you proof againſt ſuch an awful conſi- 
deration ? Does not the word of God declare ** that 
« the abages of ſin is death?” this is the penalty 
which the ETERNAL Gop has threatned ;,—And 
will you not believe what God fays ?—Are any of 
you defirous to be damned out of car/o/ity, that you 
may ſee whether this is true or not ?—What! wilt 
thou, O ſinner, go to the regions of Hell and dark- 
neſs, to ſee what the wicked are doing and ſuffering 
in that place of torments? Haſt thou a mind to 
feel their pains, and taſte their ſorrows ?— 


O ye careleſs finners, awake ! awake out of your 
ſecurity, and prepare for death and judgment !— 
Take the advice of the wiſeſt of men; The prudent, 
«+ ſaith he, foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf .“ 
Behold ! the ſkies are kindling all around,—the 
ſhafts of vengeance are ready to fly! make haite ! 
make haſte ! delay not the time to get into a hiding 
place! Leſt the vengeance of God ſeize you una- 
voidably, and overwhelm you in eternal ruin !— 
Jeſus Chriſt is the only ſure Hiding-place where you 
may find certain ſafety. Your ALL—your ETER- 
NAL ALL is ſet upon the ſingle cat of Life. You 
can make but one experiment; and if that fail 


through your floth and miſmanagement, you are 


irrecoverably undone for ever :—Therefore I be- 
ſeech you, by the dread authority of the GREAT 
Gop, by the nie love of IEs us, —by the terror 
of DEATH, —by the h of HEAVEN and the vor- 
ments of HELL, and by the 7vorth of your own ſouls, 

| 8 1 


+ Prov. zii, 3. 
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1 beſeech you I intreat you to improve the pre-. 
ſent moment! —Vlee from the auvrath to come! fo, if 
Nox is the accepted time, behold Now 7's the day of ſal- x th 
Tation ! | 

Lord incline their hearts, and make them vi- C 
ling in this the day of thy power! | = 
| - d 

Give me leave, at the cloſe, to ſpeak to the dying , 
convicts who are immediately to ſuffer. —How ſo. fl. 
jemn is your ſituation !—The fatal Tree is fixed! ee 

The coffins are prepared !— here are many weep- ; fa 
ing eyes, and thouſands of anxious ſpectators wait- n 
ing for the fatal cataſtrophe !—Time elapſes !— ö 7 
Death advances with all the ſolemnities of horror! | þh 
— The fatal moment will ſoon arrive, and no ref- MW er 
pite allowed !—The Death of the Body will ſoon WW { 
be over.- | 1 

, | 2 ſo 
You are convinced that the wages of fin is 2. 1 
ral death, —are you fully convinced that eternal ini. 1 

is alſo the wages of ſin?— The Lord looks upon 10 
the contrite and ſorrowful tinner, — The affecting 0 
diſcovery of the guilt, nature, and danger of fin is i . 
attained by the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, who ( 
alone effectually convinces the world of fin+ : This . 11 
bleſſed ſpirit has been ſtriving with 07, and, accori- WF , 
ing to your oton confeſſion, you have ſinned againit WM 50 
Knowledge and your Conſciences :—Are you tully WW 6g 
convinced that eternal Life is the gif? of God througn We A 

Jeſus Chriff ?—The fear of what is to come here- WW b 
after has alarmed you ;—and well it may Lo We 85 
unto Jeſus Chriſt as dying upon the croſs, that you . 

| may 


7 John xv*'. 8. 
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may live ;—as made 2 1a for us, that «ve may be made 
the righteouſueſs of God by hint; — as made @ ca, es 


that you may obtain eternal bleſſedneſs. 


Have you been made to ſee, that nothing but 
Chriſt and his precious blood, —nothing but Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs, can be your ſecurity in a 
day of vengeance ?*—Tears, confi ſions, and promiſes 
of amendment, if you were permitted to live, are 
ſigns of a heart Ae impreſſed, —but tears and 
confeſſions cannot atone for fin ;—nothing but the 
bende, of the body of Ch- if, — nothing ſhort of 
His infinite merits can atone tor your fin and make 
your peace with God. It you are fit to die, you 
have been led by Faith to ſee the utter inſuffici- 
ency of every remedy, ſave only the meritorious 
ſufferings of Fr/us Chriff,—lIs Cnrrsr and his great 
Salvation the thing you long for? Is he to your 
ſouls as the Pearl of great price? Do you account 
all but % that you may win CurisT If fo, —T 
tell you for your encouragement, that he is able to 
fave you to the uttermoſt :—that there is a fountain 
opened to waſh away all your fin. —This is the di- 
vine warrant, ** JWhoſoever vill, let him take of the 
«* evaters of Life freely ;—Flear his pleaſing invita- 
tion, “Come unto me, all ye that labour andare heawy 
* laden, and I will give you rei. He has received 
ſpiritual gifts and divine bleſſings, even for the re- 
bellious, for the chief of ſinners :—Proftrate your— 


| ſelves now before God ;—take time be not in a 


hurry ;—the officers of juſtice will have patience ;— 
Say in your hearts, each for himſelf, 
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] am a poor guilty, vile, helpleſs ſinner ; but 
thou, O Lord, art full of grace and truth ; and 
„in thee there is righteouſneſs and {itrength !—T 
„ am a poor polluted loathſome creature: but there 
is efficacy enough in the blood of Fe/zs to waſh 
«© away my atrocious fins !—Suffer me not to periſh 
& nor taſte the pangs of eternal death :—Juſlify me 
e freely by thy grace, and fave me from the wrath TT 
to come: O deliver me from condemuation !— 


May the gracious God, who ſaved the Ti 
upon the croſs, —who fared Onefrmas, who was a 
thief and a fugitive, fave you with an everlaſtins 
ſalvation ;—and give you to pray with your laſt 
breath, in the very ſpirit of the pro/o-martyr, Stephen, 
ſaying, Logp Jxs vs receive my ſpirit !” 


Amen, and AMEN, 


S E RN. 
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SERMON VI. 


a ADMONITION To YOUTH. 


2 Tr. mn. 21 


Flee alſo youthful Luſis. 


A N elegant Hiſtoriant ſays, that Xerxes being 


at the head of an army conſiſting of an hun- 


dred thouſand men, took a ſolemn view of them, 
and wept: One of his Generals aſking him the 
*« T weep when J conſider, . 


2 


reaſon, He replied,- 
that before an hundred years, all this company 
„weill be in the grave!“ - And, truly, I cannot but 
weep in heart when I conſider, that before the 
revolution of ſuch a period of time, all this com- 
pany here preſent will be unaltcrably fixed, either 
in eternal Happinoſs, or eternal Miſery. 

The execution of Juſtice in this world, has 
ſomething ſo ſolemn in it, that it puts me in mind 
of the Day of Fudgment. 

S 3 Here 


* Preached on Riiſt nete Heath, near Ipſwich, when Jahn 
Francis and Joh Bro:hs were executed, for b9:/ſe-breating, Apr 


doth, 1765. | 
Plutarch. 
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Here are Two, both of them young, in reſpect of 


years, who have forfeited their lives by the viola- 


tion of wholeſome Laws. To be in perfect health, 


and to be conſigned to the grave, the ſame day, hath 
ſomething very alarming in it :—and to ſee theſe 
young men driven out of the world by a ſhameful 
ſcandalous death, in the preſence of thouſands, i; 
enough to cauſe every heart to bleed! 


By permiſſion, generouſly granted, of the Gen- 
tlemen whoſe office it is to ſee the law executed; 
and at the requeſt of the two condemned men, —I 


ſtand here to ſpeak to you in their name; and, 


which is {till of infinitely greater importance, —as a 


Minifier of the Goſpel, I ſtand here to ſpeak to you 


in the awful name of the GREAT GOD! And! 
heartily wiſh my voice may be loud enough to be 
heard over all this camp.— 


As my time is limited, I ſhall proceed immediately 
to the words of the Text. In which ewe are com- 
manded—to ** flee youthful Lufls.” 


I crave your diligent attention whilſt I enquire, . 


I. What are thoſe /s which young people are uſu- 


ally oye to ? 


II. Why are young people ſo — exhorted to 
Nee from youthful Infts f— 


And whilſt I am ſpeaking to your ears, may the 
- SpIRIT of Gop ſet home the Vord * Your 
Hcarts,— 


* 5 at 
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I. What are thoſe ſins, which young people are 
uſually prone to? 


Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the Hearts of 
all by nature are corrupt and depraved. Sinfal pro- 
penſities in children out-run their years; They 
very early betray Envy, Impatience, Selfifhneſs, 
Anger, and Obſtinacy, even before they can take 
any particular notice of 2 Examplcs, or underſtand 
bad councel. As <veeds, ſince the curſe, grow even 
in the % fields, though ſown with the beſt heat, 
ſo vice, ſince the Fall, ſprings up in the midit of 
the beft examples, and the moſt excellent education x 
Witneſs, the barbarous crimes committed by pious 
Jacob's children, and Adam's eldeit fon, But there 
are many fins to which children and young people 
are prone : | 


1. They are very prone to the fin of di/obedience 
to parents. It is a rare thing to ſee young people 
rcady to receive the good councels, and obey the 
command of their Parents. Hence many children 
are ſons of Belial, without a yoke. —AﬀeCtionate 
Parents adviſe, reprove, command, and intreat, 
but to little purpoſe ; now this fin if continued in, 
and unrepented of, ſeldom paſſes unpuniſhed, even 
in this Life. The rye that mocketh at his Father, 
and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the rawvens of the 
%% walley ſhall pick it out; and the young eagles ſhall 
% eat it x. God takes notice of the ſcornful 
eye, or the dogged look that children caſt upon the 
parent that inſtructs them.——Many look upon it as 

below 
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below them to be dutiful to their parents, and /e 
cially to the Mother, and thus ſhe that bare them in 
ſorrow, is often conſtrained with greater ſorrow ty 
bear their manners. But they who thus diſhonour 
their Parents are often ſet up as monuments of Goy/; 
©mgeance,—If men do not puniſh undutiful chil. 
dren, God will; and He often loads thoſe with 
infamy who carry themſelves haughtily towards 
their Parents. Hence ſome have cried out, with 
halters about their necks, in their laſt hour, ſaying, 
O children, if you value your lives and your 
% ſouls, take heed of diſobeying the inſtructions of 
„your godly Parents: for this was the beginning 
of our coming to this ſhameful end!“ 


2. Another youthful ſin is Lying. Children very 
early learn this Sach art, It is not without good 
reaſon that the royal Prophet ſays, ** The zvickrd are 
« eſtranged from the womd3 : they go aſtray as ſocu as 
* they are born, ſpeaking liesf.” Ts it not a matter 
of Fact that children and young people go aſtray 
very early from the path of Truth and Religion: 
and the older ſome grow, the more ſkilled they are 
in the wicked art of Hing. This is a fin that cuts 
the bond of Society: Tt diſſolves all commerce 
wuh men: If there be no Truth in us, there is no 
Zruſt in us: a liar breaks open a gap for confuſion 
to invade the world, and the foundation of it is 
Atheiſm; — Vet alas how many people inure them- 
ſelves to digeſt Falſhood, — ſtudy equivocations, 
and invent fallacies ! and they fail not to bring in 
Ab rabam's and David's infirmities and fins, as a plea 

for 
+ Pf. lviii. 3. 
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for lying. The heretical church of Rome lids 2 


charter for lying and diſpenſes with ſacred oaths : 


The 7/uit ſeems to be ambitious of the Devil's pre- 
rogative, and fain would be the Father of lies. Truth 
or Fai/yood is all one to him, ſo it may make for e 
Turn. But believe it, Lying is a heinous crime 
© Ie that loveth and maketh lies, frall have his por = 
© ton in the Lake that burncth with fire and brim= 


& fonch.” 


3. S$abbath-breaking is another heinous fin, to which 
young people are prone. What numbers are there, 
who when they hear the miniſter read, “ Remember 
„the Sabbath-day, lo keep it holy,” &c. Will anſwer 
with a loud voice, Lord habe mercy upon us, and 
& incline our hearts to keep this Iaw i: Yet no ſooner 
do they depart, but the firſt thing they do, is to 
break the Sabbath by /n and vain amuſements . 
what multitudes of children, ſervants and apprentices 
ſpend the Loxy's-Day in zale recreations . They 
dare not make free with their maſter's time on the 


week days; but they avi] venture upon an open 


breach on the Lord's-day, without a bluſh. Sab- 
bath-breaking has opened a door for innumerable 
other crimes; and you will hear preſently, from 
theſe two dying men who are to ſufler death before 
you, that Sabbath-breaking was one of the firſt 
ſins that led them to this ſhameful end.—Is it any 
wonder that this crying ſin ſhould be ſo common, 


when ſo many Parents and Maſters are guilty of 


it themſelves ? If I am not mifintormed, it is the 


prevailing Taſte among our Gentry to viſit on Sundays. 


And pray how are theſe viſits managed? Do they 
echo back the cxbortations that were delivered from 
& Rev, Xii. 15. the 


— CO — —— ne 
— 


bo Wk 


— — 7 — 8 
—:... 


> — — 
= — E 
rr — 


— 
r 


—— — 


we * 


2 


on eng 


— 


a — — 
——ů— 
Dan rr 


__ —ͤ ä — 
——_— — 


a7 Sup rt. 7. 


the Pulpit? Are their Parlours turned to be little 
ſanctuaries? Where do we find ſuch company? 
When do we hear ſuch converſation ? On the con. 
trary, Is it not too commonly the caſe, that the con- 
 werſation is all impertinence ® Is not mof? of the time 
ſpent in idle trifling, and inſig nificant chat not fo 
much as ſeaſoned with a ſpice of Religion. They 
"6 talk of wanity, every one with his neighbour].” 
How prepoſterous is it for people to pray, 
«< Take not thy Holy ſpirit from us, and yet ſpend 
the whole day in doing thoſe things which grieve 
the Holy Spirit / God has graciouſly allowed us 
to perform the works of nc:fſity and mercy on this 
day; but the way in which multitudes ſpend the 
Lord s. day in our land, is cruelty to themſelves, and 


deftrufion to others:. Hence 'tis the language, in 


effect, of many young people, As for Chriſt, and 
% Heaven and our Souls, let them go: — we have other 
„things to think of: what z/me can we have for 
6 pleaſure, if not the time of Youth ! —and we 
„will borrow the Sundays to purſue theſe plea- 
„ 


Prodigious madneſs !—what !—Ts the company of 
wain wretches, —the embraces of Harlots, —the being 
drunk with drunkards, and the purſuit of finſul recre- 
ations a more needful work than hearing the word of 
eternal Life, or praying to Gop for his grace and 
ſpirit ? Depend upon it, thou wilt 'ere long change 
thy ſentiments. Doſt thou conſider how dear thou 
art likely to pay for ſuch pleaſures? Tf thou re- 
penteſt not, theſe baneful pleaſures will be like an 
heavy load upon thy conſcience; and, like a mill- 


ſtone 


$ See The Lien gy of the Church of England. f Pf. vil. 2. 
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ſtone tied to thy neck, will fink thee down into eter- 


nal miſery. It was the bitter lamentation of a 
poor young man, (one Savage,) that was put to death 
tor u urder and redbery at the age of Seventeen, ** O! 
„ ſaid he, when I ſhould have been begging the 
« life of my ſoul, I was plotting the deſtruction of 

« it, —[ ſtudied how to ſpend the day of the Lord 
„in ſinful pleaſures, doing the Devil's work. — I 
& thought I could never diſhonour God enough. 
« went to church, indeed, ſometimes, but TI 
% never heard one whole Sermon, Yea, I uſed to 
laugh at thoſe that were godly, and looked ſober, 
{© I was glad when the Sabbath came, that I might 
„ run with my vile comrades to ſatisfy my luſts.— 
O tell young men, in my name, that breaking the- 
Sabbath is a %, a dangerous fin! T——— 


«a 


Lond 


And will you not believe a dying man? Do you 
think he je,; It was on the Sabbath he went to 
a Houſe of ill- fame - It was on the Sabbath he rob- 
bed his maſter, —It was on the Sabbath he murdered 
his fellow-ſervant. | 


4. Idleneſs, Neglect of bufniſs, and miſpending of 
time, are vices which young people are prone to, 
Time is indeed precious, if Eternit itſelf is of any 
mporiauce,—Time ought to be ſpent in ſuch a man- 
ner as will turn to good account, It is morally im- 
poſſible for any perſon to neglect the proper duties 
of Life and to live long in idleneſs, without falling 
into ſuch practices as are poſitively criminal. Ile 
perſons are not only expoſed to the ſnares and ſe- 
dactions of the avicked one, but, in effect, they 

tempt 
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227 tempt the Dewi to tempt them. — The. /lothſul ſer. 
„ yant is a wicked ſervant}. Slot]. fulneſs is the 
Devil's cuſhion, While Jae is working in 
LES yþt, or purſuing their journey to Canaan, they 
have no time to be wanton; but when they fit 
ſtill in the plain of Midian, the dancing women of 
Moab will ſoon ſeduce them to Folly. Who ever 
| faw Dawid ſo tempted and foiled in the times of his 
buſy wars, as when he was idle and at eaſe? In 
Troubles he could rife up early in the morning 
to his devotion, and“ prevented the morning watch,” 
The ſervice of God, and the bufineſs of the ſtate 
and his family engaged him, and thus long he 
was innocent and holy; but when Satan found him 
in the bed of zdlengſ, he knew eit was a fit time to 
tempt David ;z—and dreadful was his fall, —Why 
was Joſeph kept chaſte in Potiphar's Houſe when his 
temptations were much ſtronger than David's? 
Why? 7o/eph moved in the path of duty, and Ya. 
wid did not. Luf? is no ſtranger to an e bo/on, 
hne induſtrious man has no leiſure to fin. The 
ſitting bird is the Fowler's arg. The Devil when 
he ſinds us ſuitably employed, gives back. Propet 
Exerciſe is ſalutary for the Body, and Betrer for tlie 
Soul. Mufical Inflraments, without handling foo! 
arp and become z/wle/5, Ruff takes the fivorii 
that hangs long by the wall, Diogenes rather than 
be idle, would be removing his Tub. It was a las 
of Solon, that if the Father had taught his ſon no 
trade in his youth, whereby he might be ulctu!, 
that ſon ſhould not relieve his Father in old age, it 


in want, Thoſe whoſe fortunes in the world 
| have 


1 Matt, xvv. 26. 
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have raiſed them above labour, may range the 


Fields of literatare, proſecute u/eful ſtudies, and fo 


become an ornament in the common wealth. 


If theſe things are conſidered, it is not without 


the higheſt reaſon that the Scriptures abound with 


ſtrict prohibitions of Idleneſs, and poſitive injunc- 
tions of Diligence, becauſe Ilena opens a door 
to many fatal vices,—— 


5. Young people are too ready to join with wict- 
ou; and wicked company. Wicked companions are 
the Devil's Fackors; and many young perſons ne- 


ver once thought of running ſo far in viot when 


they joined them firſt, Wicked companions are 
Harpies, who deſtroy the good ſeed of Virtue in the 
breaſts of their companions. Wicked companions 
are avalking Peſtilences who ſpread their infection 


wherever they come: Will you ſtudiouſly avoid a 


houſe where the plague 1s, leſt you ſhould catch the 


infection which may kill your bodies; and will you 


love the Plague that will deſtroy your ſouls ?—How 
does Dies, in hell, curſe the day in which he joined 
with flattering and wicked companions / 


Evil Company opens a wide gap to favraring,— 
drunkenneſs, —gaming,—the play houſe, —fornication,— 


adultery, —and foul acts of zncleanneſ3; to ſupport 


which crimes, young people too often will venture 
upon the High-way, and commit Rodberzes, and often 
Murder itſelf,—And here let me add a few reflec= 
tions on each of the preceding vices, 


1 Curſing and Swearing : Theſe are black and 
hoxpid fins, How ſhocking is it to hear people 
S | taking 
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taking the holy name of God ix vain, and ſporting 
with profane oaths and curſes This is a crime 
which is no other than the helliſh offspring of prac- 
tical atheiſm! a crime that brings neither Profit, Ho- 
mour, or Pleaſure to the prophane wretch who com- 
mits it; a crime, which if perſiſted in, will one day 


cauſe thee to gnaw thine impious tongue in the 


ſevereit torments! Yet alas! how common is this 


ſn? even children are taught to liſp out oaths in 
their very infancy, and Blaſþhemers bluſh not to roar. 


out their horrid Imprecations on the moſt trivia 
events, yea ſuch 1s the common opinion, that one 
has not the /þ;r/# of a Gentleman unleſs he can 
ſwear !—Covetou/ne/ſs may increaſe Money; Pride, 


Bravery ;—Luf!, ſenſual pleaſure; but what do 


prophane oaths ?—Does Swearing procure credit to 
thyſelf or thy relations ? Is the foundation of thine 


honour laid in the diſhonour of God ?=—O that the 


HOLY Name, which Angels revere and Devils tremble 
at, ſhould be toſſed about among the ſons of men 


without either Reverence or Fear! Very terrible 


are the Threatnings denounced in ſcripture againſt 
ſuch ſinners !“ God avill not hold him GuILTILEss 
«© that taketh his name in vaind.— “ The flying Roll, 
<6 the length of which is twenty cubits, and the breadty 
ten cubits, full of curſes, ſhall enter the houſe of every 
<: one that flealeth, and every one that fweareth; and 
% ſhall conſume the timber thercof, and the fone; 
* thereef*,”—It is the brand of deſperate wickedneſs 
go love cr /ingi, He that ſends curſes abroad, ſhall 
feel them at home; © Curſing ſhall come into his bowels 

% u 


5 Exod, xx, * Zech. v. 2, 3, 2 Pf. cix, 17, 
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« like water, and like oil into his bones.” — HEAR 


THIS, Ye, whoſe tongues run ſo /aff on the Devil's 
errand !—Chriſtians are charged to pray for their 
enemies: But what muſt they be, who cur/e their 
friends? If every curſe ſhould ſtick a ſenſible bliiter 
on the tongue, as it doth an inſenſible one upon 


the ſoul; how many peoples tongues would be too 


big for their mouths! 


5 8 is a ſin that wicked companions 
lead young people into. 


This is a monſtrous fin in its nature and effect; : 
„% He that adds drunkenneſs to thir/?, the Lord will not 
% ſpare him: his anger and jealouly ſhall ſmoke again/? 


& that man{.—** Wine is a mocker, flrong drink is 


& ragingd; The drunkard turns his body to a ſty: 
Its effects are dreadful! Other fins procure ſhame 
but ſeek to hide it; drunkenneſs diſplays it.—It is 
a common quality in this exceſs to diſcover ſecrets : 
Adam had no ſooner finned but he ſaw his owl 
nakedneſs, and ſought a place of concealment even 
in buſhes; but drunkenneſs not only makes vices, 
but makes them maniteſt without ſhame. One 
Hour's drunkenneſs in Noah, filthily diſcovered 
what fix hundred years had modeſtly concealed.— 
Drunkenneſs led Lot to Zrceft, He that gives him- 
ſelf to ſtrong drink, is not his own man :;—how hor- 
rible is that fin which robs a man of himſelf, and 
lays a beait in his room ! Wine and ſtrong drink 
prepare men for the bed of Luft and Lewdneſs.— 
Bacchus is a pander to Venus, The ſin of drunkenneſ3 

1 leads 
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leads men often to outrage and murder, and brings 
judgments upon a Land. We read, that there was 
a dearth over all the world, in the days of Claudius*. 
This Claudius, as Hiſtorians aſſert, was an inſatiable 
drunkard : and *tis common for people to affect the 
fins of Princes.—Is it any wonder then, that God 
ſhould deny fruits to a drunken generation ? 


Drunkennefs makes room for all other fins. Tt is 
the root of many evils, and the rot of all goodneſs : 
It makes the eyes wanton, — the tongue to blaſpheme, 
and the hands to ſtab. Alexander that conquered the 
world was overcome by Wine, and in a drunken fit 
murdered his faithful friend Clitus. | 


Drunkenneſ; deprives men of their reaſon :>—Young 
Cyrus refuſing to drink wine, gave this reaſon to 
Ajlyages, ** Becauſe, ſays he, I took it for poiſon, 
„ for I have ſeen it ſpoil men of wit and 
„ ſenſe.” It often brings to Poverty, It conſumes 
-more in a day than a man can earn in a week :—The 
drunkard lies open to other plots : and the drunk- 
ard, like a paſſionate man, has no rule over his own 
ſpirit, and is ** city avithout walls 8. It brings 
on many diſeaſes and plagues.—** V hath wor ?— 
« avbo hath ſorrow ? iwho hath contention ? who hath 
& qvounds without cauſe ® They that tarry long at the 
ce brief, 8&C.—Wo to the crown of pride and the 
% drunkards of Ephraim. —Drunkards ſhall be de- 
« pourcd as flubble fully dry. It is an odious ſin, 
abhorred of God, deſpiſed of angels, derided of 
men, and pleaſing only to Devils; and he is a 
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bleſſed RechaZite that never was once intoxicated. 
— At Rome there was one ſtreet called Vicus So- 
brins, i. e. Sober-flreet.—Shew me ſuch a ſtreet in 
any City or Town in Britain! 


3. Gaming is another ruinous practice that has un- 
done thouſands : many have in a few hours ruined 
ee and hurt their families beyond all reco- 
very : 


4 Aaultery and Fornication: theſe are abominable 
and deſtructive fins, which have ſlain their thou- 
ſands, and tens of thouſands, The Apoſtle ſays. 
& The works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; 
Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs +. 
In ſhort, evil company, leads to all Seventh Command- 
ment prohibitions, even to ſuch fins as are not to be 
named among chriſtians but with the greateſt abhor- 
rence and deteſtation; nor are they to be treated 
of, but with purity and caution, and with a ſtrict and 
careful watch over our own hearts, leſt /i» /hould 


rake occaſion by the commandment to fiir concupiſcence 


in the heart, 


If CHRIST ſhould come down from Heaven, and 
eall none to follow him but “ he that have not 
been drfiled wwith women,” *tis to be feared, his court 


would: be but thin. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
cunning devices, the artful infinuations, and the 


dangerous attempts which vicious men make uſe of 
to enſnare and betray. the virtue of the air /ox, and 
yet under continued proteſtations of the warmeſt 
regard: how much better would it be for them to 

T2 6 — 
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fall! into the hands of High- auay- men, or Murgerers, 


than into the hands of theſe ſeducers, whoſe whole 


aim is only to rob them of virgin innocence, a fair 
reputation, and prace of mind at once ! The Apoſile 
ſays of ſome, that heir eyes are full of Adultery ;— 
When perſons open their eyes luſtfully, a train of 
fins crowd in upon them.—From one glance of 


Dawid's eye, aroſe all the ſuccefſion of miſchiet 


which followed. How many are there, who make 
uſe of the curſed arts of deceiving, under the diſguiſc 
of Lowe and Honour. Diverſions and entertainments 
keep up and carry on a more ſecret, though Irs /u/- 
Fefted trade of debauchery and uncleanneſs. Others 
keep up a wicked league with ſome one particular 
perſon, with whom they live in Adultery or For- 
nication, directly contrary to the law of God, and 
in contempt of the ordinance of Marriage; and yet 
flatter themſelves that their abomination 1s but a 


| ſmall offence; and thus in order to gratify a baſe : 


luſt, they bid defiance to the divine wrath and 
threatnings! — What multitudes are there, who 
abandon themſelves to a life of whoredom ! who 
are the Devil's bond-flaves and votaries—who are 
factors for Hell, and avowed enemies to God and 
virtue! I mean thoſe who keep houſes of wnclean- 
255, and whoſe habitations are neſts of wicked- 
neſs !—-That is indeed a miſerable calling which 
luſt only lives by, and by which ſoul and body muſt 
be ruined for ever. That is a miſerable ſervice, 
wherein the Devil is the Maſter, Sin's drudgery the 
avork, and Hell. fire the wages / Such houfes are the 


"FOI of a Coriffian TY the peſts of toꝛuus and 
countries 
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countries, and the Naughter-houſes of precious ſouls fm 
Such houſes are the away to Hell, going down to the 
chambers of Death *. 


To you, who call yourſelves the ſons and daugh- 
ters of pleaſure, the word of God declares, that you 
are children of diſobedience, and children of wrath, 
while you live in the fire of luſt, and wallow in the 
filth of whoredom and fornication.—It is alſo ſaid, 
I tear too juſtly, that in ſome places, that molt atro- 
cious and horrid fn is committed, the infamy of 
which wants a name hut I will not debaſe my ſub- 
jet with mentioning a crime, which fills nature 
with horror and deteſtation ! Therefore, 


5. I paſs on to obſerve, that Play Houſes are open 
flood-gates to the fin of uncleanneſs. Our come- 
dies in general, are ſtuffed not only with vain oaths 
and impieties; but often with ſuch obſcenities as a 
modeſt Heathen would bluſh at ;—and our tragedies 


filled with romantic love, pride, vain-glory, re- 


venge, luſt, cruelty, and even ſelf- murder: and the 
minds of too too many young people are extremely 
vitiated by theſe things *, 


To the foregoing I may add Laſtivions 
Books and Romances : Many of which are writ with 
a kind of enchanting elegance, to render the / 


chief 3 and the bane more delicious: — Theſe 
prove 


* Prove. 7. 29% 

* Should the reader be deſirous to ſee the true tate of the 
ſtage, balls, &c. truly ſtated, I would refer him to an excellent 
book, entitled “ An addrefs to perſons of faſhion, relating to 
Balls, Play-houſes, Card-tables, &c.“ Aſeribed to Richard 
Hi Eſq; 
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prove to many young people, like the poiſoned ſpirt 
preſented to Hercules, à peſtilent treaſure: They 
are like a cargo of goods tranſmitted from a Country 
infected with the plague; and therefore ſhould per- 
form quarantine IN THE FLAMES = 


To ſupport theſe vices, what numbers of people 
take to the High-way, and become Thieves and 
Robbers.. O that I could ſufficiently expoſe his ſin 
of Injuſtice upon this melancholy occalion !— 


(1) Stealing 18 a fin againſt the expreſs command of 
God, which is, Tou $HALT NOT STEALF*,” 80 
that there can be no manner of doubt whether it 
be right or wrong: It is a #nown and abu fin, in 
defiance of the Sy of God 1 in this world, and the 
world to come! 


(2) It is a crime againſt the cleareſt light of na- 
ture, conſcience, and the conſent of all nations; 
even thoſe nations which are accounted the molt 
ignorant and benighted, fuch as the Hottentots, &c. 
And that ſtate which once allowed a community of 
goods, found quickly, by experience, Iajuſtice flow- 
ing in like a deluge; and therefore were driven to 
makelaws to defend every one's property: For there 


can be no theft, where there is no diſtinction n of 
Poſſeſſion. 


(3) Stealing includes a violation of many commands 
at once; it includes in it praclical atheiſm,—a denial 
of God's all- ſeeing eye,—a contempt of juſtice, 
and 


Exod. xx. 
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and a Diſbelief of God's threatnings : Tt plainly 
ſhews that Falſehood, Deceit, and vile Treachery 
are predominant in the heart of him that lays his 
hand upon another man's goods without his leave. 
Wicked coveting is alſo at the root of this ſin, and 
therefore it is an atrocious. violation of the tenth 
commandinent, ** Thou ſhalt not covet.” This vile 
fin of Healing is generally accompanied with Sloth, 
Pride, Gaming, Prodigality, and wicked company. 
A T is held in greater cofitempt than other ſorts 
of finners ; becauſe there is leſs temptation attend- 
ing the fin of Sealing, than moſt other ſins, 


(4) All who are guilty of pilfering, ſtealing, and 
robbing, diſregard the checks, convictions, and 
laſhes of their own conſcience, which God has pla- 
ced as a judge and reprover in the breaſtof ev*ry one. 
This ſin brings men to do the greateſt injuſtice to 
themſelves. Thieves make quick and bold ad- 
vances to judicial blindneſs, hardneſs of heart, a 
reprobate mind, a feared conſcience,—and a total 
apoſtacy from all religion and reaſon.— It is alſo 
connected with many injuries“, and often with downe 


right murder, 


Tt is true, the two unhappy men before you, who 
are to ſuffer a ſhameful death, have not been guilty 
of murder ; yet their crime is very aggravating : 
To have our houſes broke open in the dead of the 
night, by men filled with rage, carrying terror with 
them, and with inſtruments of death in their hands, 


bath ſomething in it very ſhocking, Women with 
child 


* Ses the Unjuſt perſon's n printed for J. Buckland, - 
Loxpox. 
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child, have often by ſuch frights loſt their lives; ſo 
that it is no leſs than a kind of murder in the con- 
ſequence, even ſuppoſing the ſons of violence are 
reſtrained from ſtriking.— I do not mention theſe 
things to upbraid the poor men, but to ſet the crime 
and its aggravations in its true light, —O N1curt! 
what iniquities are perpetrated under thy ſable cur- 
tains! Thieves make choice of Thee to carry on the 


moſt outragious acts of wrong and robbery !—The 


Adulterer waiteth for the 7w:light, to betray the 
honour of a boſom friend! Then Faction forms her 
cabals, and whiſpers rebellion and confuſion— 
crimes, which hide their odious heads in the day, 
and ſtalk through the gloom of Night with an audaci- 
ous front ! Many owls that cannot endure the light, 
flutter abroad in the night. If the Night ſhould 
ſpeak all it knows, it would put millions to the 
Bluſh. © Eil doers love DARKNESS,” and ** itis 
& a ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things which are done 
& of them in ſecret.” The SUN, that Eye of heaven, 
does not ſee ſo much villany, as there is tranſacted 
in the NICHT. It would be a long aſſizes, only to 
take the confeſſion and indictment of the Night ! 


O hardened finner ] Thinkeſt thou to conceal thy 
foul practices? are they concealed from thy fellow-_ 
creatures? they may for a time; but ALL are open 


to the chaſte eye of God !—An EYE keener than ten 
thouſand ſuns, beholds ev'ry ſecret act! The thick- 
eſt ſhades are to him, like the burning Noon: Even 
in Darkneſs, to which thou flyeſt, there he erects 
his throne ; That which thou thinkeſt is a covert, is 
the bar of his tribunal, =O remember this! Staud in 

ave 


a't 


Ve 


awe; Sin not: A GREAT and een GOD is 
about thy path, and ſeeth all thy aways ! 


| Laſtly, Conſider the dreadful conſequences of 
this fin of Stealing. 


1, The word of God denounces moſt terrible 
threatnings againſt all dcceirful avorkers, and the ſons 
of violence and robbery. God declares in his 
word, ** that all unrighteous and fraudulent perſons are 
an abomination to Himf: And, Thieves,” if they die 
impenitent, Hall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
den;“ and again, The curſe of the Lord ſhall enter 
„ the houſe of the Thief.” 


(2) He that commits this atrocious ſin, ſuffers 
the loſs of the peace and pleaſure of a good conſcieuce, 
and is filled with fear and horror leſt he be found 
out: There is alſo the loſs of the honour, comfort, 
and advantages which ariſe from a good name; and 
in the room of theſe, /hame, contempt, and ignominy 


take place, 


(3) There is alſo the loſs of the Eſteem and So- 
ciety of wiſe and good men; and if ſuch muſt have 
any company, it muſt be the baſe, the vile and the 
vicious; for honeſt men will have no fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of darkneſs. 


(4) Thieves loſe the favourable care and protec- 
tion of God's Providence, and mult expect blaſting, 
and a curſe upon all they undertake. : 


(5) They loſe likewiſe the protection of good 
government, which is God's ordinance to pro- 
. | tect 


$ Pſalm, exxxix. + Deut. xxv. 13, 17. 
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tect the head and the upright : :—In the room of 
protection, ſuch wicked men arm the laws againſt 
them ;—and they are ſent to priſon, ſold for flares, 
or executed upon a gallows, 


A learned writer obſerves, ** that confinement in 

& Our priſons, among male factors, is a dreadful 

% puniſhment : for our men of war, and priſons are 
4 Jittle Hells : If Report ſays true, our common 

Jails are the very dens of miſchief, and ſchools of 

the fouleſt wickedneſſes.— Theſe places of confine- 

ment are the means of farther tranſgreſſion.—Priſons 
built for diſcipline and chaſtiſement, breed and feed 
villany, ſo that ſome male factors have confeſſed, that 
they learnt more peſtilent wickedneſs in priſons 

than they ever knew before. O ye Magiſtrates, look 


into theſe Dens / 


Finally, Thieves are not only puniſhed with con- 
finement and ſhameful deaths, but with eternal mi- 
ſery in hell, if they die in their ſins.— But! 


haſten 


II. To ſhew, briefly, why the apoſtle ſo earneſ- 
 1y exhorts young people to flee youthful Luſts, 


Here ſome may be ready to aſk, ** why did not 

& the apoſtle Paul ſay, © Re/ift youthful Lufſts ?” ! 
_ anſwer, the 7»/pired apoſtle knew well what he (aid, 
when he exhorted yozng people to Fee youthful luſts. 
He indeed commands us zo refift the Devil, and le 
avill flee from us, 1, e. we are to reſiſt his temptation 
by prayer, watchfulneſs, by the word of God, and 


a non-compliance with his infinuations;—But ue 
are 


2 «a a_ 2 
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are to FLEE youthful 1nffs,” For when any one is 
tempted to unchaſte or laſcivious actions, or to bad 
company, there is no time for diſputing : A bold 
reſolutien, and ſpeedy flight is the only way to 
ſecure victory. In this manner Jeſephꝭ became vie- 
torious over the ſubtle temptations of his miſtreſs, 
ſaying, How can I do this wickedneſs and fin againſt 
«© God? He obtained the victory by flight,—A. 
perſon, through grace, may ſtand the battle againſt 
adverſities, perſecutions, and croſſes, and overcome 
them by Faith and Patience; but the pleaſures of 
the fleſh, carnal and wicked company, muſt be ſub- 
dued by retreating from them. ** He that toucheth 


* pitch, ball be defiled,” ſays Solomon: and he that 


ſtands capitulating with the temptations of unclean- 
neſs, or wicked company, is in danger to fall. 


Many young people think that they may ſafely 


venture into the company of harlots, or of drunk- 
ards, and preſume they can keep themſelves ꝝnhurt; 
not conſidering that the company emboldens them to 
{in.—Some have ſaid, We will fit down with this 
merry, jovial company, and one or two glaſſes will 


not hurt us:“ But does not every glaſs you pour 


down weaken your reſolution, and deprive you of 


ſtrength to reſiſt? Thus, by little and little, thy ſoul 


has ſuffered ſhipwreck, and by degrees all its fences 
have been thrown down. In ſuch caſes, the only 
remedy is, to fee the firſt occaſions and temptations z 
ſtop the avennes ;—ſet a guard upon thy ſenſes 
and reſtrain thine imaginations within proper limits. 
—Some are of fo affable, courteous, and pliant a 
temper, as expoſes them very much to the ſnares of 
fuch temptations : and therefore ſuch ought to ſet 

; | 8 | a 
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a double guard upon themſelves. A man ought not 
to fancy that company pleaſant or delightful, - by 
keeping of which he runs the hazard of the health 
of his ſoul: Therefore, refuſe them when courted ; 
flee from them, as from a houſe that has che plague : 
Enter not into the path of the deſtroyer, and go not 
% into the way of evil men; avoid it, turn from it aud 
paſs awayl|." | 


But is there no allowance fY—ALLOwANCE ! 
For what?—arrowarce for a life of di/ipation and 
Folly ?—Bible-religion torbids no lawful pleaſure : 
your daty and happineſs are joined together : 
Therefore, Flee youthful luſis ! 


2. We are exhorted to fee youth7ul luſs, becauſe 
they are contrary to the commands of God, contra- 
ry to his purity and holineſs: The SEAT Gop, who 
is the covERNOR of the abo, is HOLY. You im- 
peach the equity of his dominion, if you, who con— 
iſt of Zeb and ſpirit, give the pre- eminence to your 
carnal-Inſis, and are governed by them; for “ the 
* carnal mind is enmity againſt God 1. | 

3 Youthful Lufts thwart the deſign of the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Do not you call yourſelves chri/- 
Zians? Do not you profeſs the holy religion which 
Chrift came into the world to teach and to eſtabliſh ? 
Are you not baptized in the name of the bleſſed 
TRINITY ? and are you not by your Bapti/z bound 
to obey the Laws of Chriff ?—The deſign of the 
goſpel is, ** zo cleanſe us from all filthineſs, both of /ie/5 


c and ſpiritt. 
4 Thoſe 


1 Prov, iv. 14, 25. 1 Rom. viii. 7. 
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4. Thoſe that are ſlaves to youthful Luſts, grieve 
the ſpirit of Gop, The fleſhly luſts of the old world 
provoked God to ſay, My /pirit hall not always 
„ frive with man*,” His influences are reſiſted 
and quenched by the ihdulgence of carnal luſts; 
and if the Zefſed ſpirit withdraws his divine influen- 
ces and operations from you, you are undone :; It 
he lets you alone, you are in the ſuburbs of hell, 
and in danger to be given up to a rprobate mind. 


5. You are commanded to flee youthful luſts, be- 
cauſe they render you unfit for communion with God 
here, and the enjoyment of him hereafter,—Carnal 
luſis abuſe and waſte the. body,—they war againſt the 
ſoul ;—they bring a reproach upon your name, you 
get a wound and a diſhonour by them. — In a word, 
indulging carnal luſt, brings ruin upon your eſtate ; 
it brings mountains of guilt upon the conſcience 
and if you die impenitent, it 1s damning to all eter- 
nity. All theſe I could illuſtrate and prove at large, 
but I ſee the time allotted me will ſoon expire. 
Therefore I haſten to 


The APPELETCATION 


1. See hence the dreadful ftate and condition of 
thoſe, who are purſuing carnal Luſts and the works 
of darkneſs. What will ye do, when the judge 
«© ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, to take 
& wengeance on them that know not God, and obey not | 
% the goſpel of our Lord Fejus Chrijt; ** Will your 
ſinful pleaſures afford you any relicf in that day ?— 

R | Va | | Relief 


f 2 Cor. ih. i * Wen. vi. 3. $$ Prove. 3 
1 2 Thefle i, 8. 
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RELIET! No, they will mark you out for a prey, 
and ſerve only to lure the vultures, The guilt of 
fin unrepented of, and not forgiven, will be like the 
garment of pitch and brimſtone, put upon the cri. 
minal condemned to the flames. Vou may boaſt 
of your youthful vigour and ſtrength, your courage 
and fortitude, —but what will all this ayail you, 
when the GREAT GOD ſhall turn his hand againſt 
you ?—Your heart will then fail you, and your 
| Knees will become ſo feeble, as to ſmite one againſt 
the other with fear and horror, —If you are not 
ſheltered and ſecured by the atoning Blood of Jeſus, 
undaunted as you may nov ſeem, you will en in 
the agony of deſpair, ** call pon the rcd to fall upon 
& you, and the mountains to cover you*:”” but no rock 
or mountain will afford you any aid! What gives 
thee Courage, O man, to go on in thy ſinful luſts ? 
Covnacr, did I fay ? I recall it:— It is Fool-HAR- 
DINEsSs, ſo to outbrave the warnings, the judge- 
ments and ſolicitations of heaven, —Wilt thou em- 
brace fin as a friend? a FIND! It is thine ENE- 
My,—and by loving and following the ways of ini— 
quity, thou makeſt thyſelt an enemy to God, an 
enemy to thy own ſoul, an enemy to thy family, and 
an enemy to thy country See the diſmal effects of 
fin, in the heaving ſighs of zhe/2 who fit down here, 
zn a penitent poſture upon their own coffins ! But 
there are millions of atrocious crimes committed in 
our world, which have never been held unto the 
view of Mankind: Much of the evil of Sz is ro be 
' ſeen in the calamities and judgments which have 
befallen people in his world: But could I uncover 
| the 
* Rev. vi, 16. 
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the bottomleſs pit! could you hear the groanings of 
the damued —much more of its terrible effects would 
appear !— What ſhall I ſay ? what arguments ſhall I 
make uſe of, to rouſe you to a ſerious conlideration— 
that you may ee from the wrath to come? This 
is a remarkable Day :—a Day that will be remem- 
bered by ſome of you, as long as you live in the 
world: — O that it may be memorable on account 
of your turning unto God! Let this be its diſtinction 
through all future Life, —yea, through all the ages 
of eternity! 


2. If young people are thus ſubject to be carried 
away with youthful luſts and fintul practices; how 
ſhould this ſtir up the hearts of all Goſpel Min iſters 
to be diligent and arduous in their labours, in their 
ſeveral pariſhes and congregations ! Miniffers are 
called Watchmen, —to teach us vigilance ;—Sterwards, 
becauſe we muſt give an account of our 7//iry to 
_ CuarisT, the GREAT HEAD of the Church. Mini- 

ers are called Ambaſſadors, to denote the impor- 
tance of their Miſſion :—Pathers, to teach them care 
and compaſſion: — Teachers, whoſe office requires 


Patience, Paithfulneſs, and right Knowledge or | 


things: — and Stars, becauſe they ſhould ſpine in 
found doctrine and by holy examples. — Tf a Miniſter's 
preaching is taipted with ecrror, is it any wonder 
if the people ſhould catch the ion —Miniſters, 
in their congregations, are like common lis or 
Fountains, at which all the Town draws water; if 
their ſprings are poiſonous, corrupt and muddy, 
ail the Town ſuffers. —If the Nurſe be fick, the 
Child that ſucks at her breaſt is in danger of the 
5 3 diſeaſe 
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diſeaſe. —The ns and errors of publick Teachers, 
are Teachers of Sins. A Miniſter's Practice has a 
louder found than his Preaching; they who forget 


his Sermon will remember his Example, and will 


quote it as an apology for, and a defence of their own 
fins, 


into the miniſtry, and are ſcandalous in their Lives, 


and corrupt in their doctrines, caufing the people 10 


err and, if they even preach Truth, yet the forlne/; 
of the g/a/5 makes men diſlike the good vine. The 
fins of Haphni and Phinehas made the people = to ab- 


Hor the offering of the Lord: Their white 


Epbods could not cover their black Deeds..—But 2 


good Paſtor is like light in a. chryſtal veſſel, that 


ſhines every way for the good of men, and to the 
glory of Gon; or like a pleaſant river, that viſits 
many a village, and conveys benefit and advantage 
to many families. — John is ſaid to be a burning and 
a ſhining light; His heart did burn with pure and 
fervent zeal for the glory of God, and the good of 
Souls; He ſhone bright, in a holy Life and Con- 


verſation, whilſt the Scribes and Phariſees ſtained 


the dignity of their Mee, by baſe and unworthy prac- 
tices, St. Paul magnified his office, and could 


ſay, What you ſte in me, bo.“ When he was at 


Athens, the blindneſs and ſuperſtition of the City, 
awakened in him all the powers of eloquence, and he 
made the motto upon an altar to be the ſubject of an. 
excellent /ermonF.—Think it not enough barely to 
deliver your meſſage from CHRIS H; but ſhew zeal 
for him whoſe embaſſy you negociate. —A learned 
man aſked his friend, why Players on the Stage 
| , | affected 
* 1 Sam. ii. 17, F Acts xvii. | 
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affected their hearers ſo much with mere Fiction, and 
Preachers in the Pulpit ſo little affected their hearers- 
with real things? He replied, . Becauſe Players 
repreſent Fiction as real; and Preachers repreſent 
real things as Fiction. Therefore deliver your meſ-- 
fage with zeal, and direct all your learning, whe-- 
ther human or divine, to this grand end, to pro-- 
mote H1s cauſe, who is Judge of the quick and the 
dead. We have ſome, indeed, that run down all 
human learning, calling it Mar's wiſdom ;, and like 
Julian the Apoſtate, they would be willing to ſhut 
up all the School-doors: but J apprehend this is like 
the fox in the fable, that diſpraiſed the grapes he 
could not reach. Indeed, all human Literature can 
never furniſh us with ideas of /piritual things, with- 
out the teaching of Gop's Spirit; yet Learning 
ſ[anfified, is of great uſe, As the Iſraelites conſe- 
erated their jeqvels to. the fervice of the Tabernacle, 
ſo ſhould Miniſters conſecrate all their gifts and ta- 
lents to the /ervice of GD: Then we might hope 
to fee Bible- Religion ſpread from pariſh to pariſh, 
and from houſe to houſe, till the knowledge of 
Chriſt crucified would ſpread over all the Land. 
Lord] when ſhall it once be? But, 


3. If Young People are thus prone-to follow: yourbful; 
Iifts,—TFhis ſpeaks to you that are Parents and Heads 
of Families :—Sece here, what need you. have of in- 
ſtructing your children and ſervants, and to rain 
them up in the nurture aud admonition of the Lord? 
For the want of this, multitudes live and die in igno- 
rance. Remember that your relation obligeth you 
to take care of their /ouls as well as of their bodies: 

” | The 
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— The Sozl is the chilu,—the Soul is the man rather 
than the body: therefore we read, „that 4-4; 
„ and Lot went forth with all the Souls they had gotten 
„% in Haran; i. e. all the perſons both me 
and female, The body is but the cafiet. It any 
one was to leave you a Je of immenſe value to 
be kept ſafely for him, would you throw away the 
Jebel and only preſerve the caſlet? Yet Parents 
commonly judge of their care and love to their 
children, by providing for the ontwvard man, 
and teaching them to live well in this world. — This 


indeed is commendable, but is not the moſt weighty 


buſineſs of all forgotten in the mean time ?—How 
many are ambitious that their children may live 
evell in this ævorld, and take no pains to teach them 
how to do well for eternity, and how to carry them— 
ſelves towards Gop ? And how can they do this 
without the knowledge of the holy Rule they are to 


walk by ?—The royal Prophet knew no effectual 


means without this, therefore he propoſes this 
queſtion, ** W/herewith ſhall a young man cleanſe 1's 
& qavay?” Which he reſolves in the next words, 
% By taking heed thereto, according to thy word$.” 


And how fhall they compare he aba and the 


avord of - Gor together, if not inſtructed ?—Our 
children are not born with PB:3les in their Heads or 


Hearts: — Who then ought to be their inſtructors, 
tf not their Parents? Yea, who can do it with fo 
much natural affection ? A ffectionate Mothers often 
fay, who can take ſuch pains with, and be ſo care- 


ful of a child as a Mother ?*—They are 3oody Pa- 


rents who inſtruct not their children in the things 
| of 
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of God. Do not you by neglecting this, put them 
under a kind of neceſſity of periſhing, if God in 
merey prevents not ?—lIs it any wonder to hear of 
a ſhip, ſunk or daſhed againſt the rock, which was 
pat to ſea without cord or compaſs ? Nor is it to be 
wondered at, if children ſhould ingulph themſelves 
into lin and perdition, if they are thruſt forth into 
the world, which is a ſea of Temptation, without 
the knowledge of God, or their duty towards him. 
For, 


Remember, It has been the Practice of the god- 
Iy in all ages, to inſtruct and teach their children 
the way of God. We find Dawid dropping excel- 
ſent inſtructions to his ſon, ** Know thou the God 
„% of thy Fathers, aud ſerve him with a perfett heart, 
% and wxith a willing mind*,” Though he was a 
King, yet he did not put it off to his chaplains ; 
neither was Queen Batliſgela forgetful of this duty: 
We have her gracious counſels upon record, Prove 
xxx1,—Need I tell you of Lois the Mother of Ti- 
erthy, and his Grandmother Eunice, who taught 
him the Holy Scriptures from his youth? If this had 
been done to theſe two criminals, it is probable 
they would never have come to this ſhameful end. 
There are ſome prophane perſons willing that their 
children ſhould have good inſtructions : but I never 
knew nor heard of a good man that was regardleſs 
whether his child was inſtructed in the ways of God 
or not, — They who. neglect this, are unfaithful and 
unrighteous towards their Children, in not giving 
them the inſtruction which is their due. They are 
unfaithful and uurighteous towards God; becauſe: 
| they: 
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they keep hal Talent in their own hands, which 
was given to be paid out to their children.— 
When Gop revealed himſelf to Abraham, and 
made known his covenant to IL, he had reſpect 
unto his children in that covenant of grace; there. 
fore we find God, as it were, promifing hinfelf 
this work at Abraham's hand, that he will rut! 
his children; „I know that he wvill command his chbil. 
* dren, and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall tec 
the avay of the Lord*.” | 


Inſtructions are often the means of converſion, 
The Church began at firſt in a family; and we3 
preſerved by the godly care of Parents, in inſtructing 
their children and houſkold in the truths of God; 
and though now, the Church is not confined to {ici 


narrow limits; yet every family ſhould be a little 


nurſery for Heawen ; But alas! Are there not many 
families that are no better than zurſeries for Hell! 


Beſides, God has a particular claim to your chil- 
dren—they ftand in a covenant relation to Him: And 
will you leave theſe immortal /oz/s to be nurtured 
with the Devil's education — Hear what God ſays, 
„ Thy ſons and thy daughters, which thou haſt torn ts 
& ME+j!” He had taken them into covenant with 
him; therefore he complains of it, as a horriv!: 
wickedneſs, that they ſhould take Hs children, and 
offer them unto Moloch. 


And is not Inorance and evil Example, the bloody 
1/7. 


Knife which de//roys many young people? 
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« gcople are deſtroyed for lack of knowledze*!” Have 
you not dedicated and given up your Children to 
God in the ſolemn ordinance of Baptiſm, and there 


deſired, before God and man, that they might be- 
come Comenaut Servants to the Lord ?—This was 


your ipcumbent Duty and Priviledge: - But how 
frall they know the will of Gop, the FATHER, Son 
AND SPIRIT, in whoſe name they are baptized, if 
you acer teach them? | 


Once more, —Remember, You who are Parents, 
and Heads of Families, that by not inſtructing hem, 
you entitle yowr/eiwes to all the ſins they ſhall commit. 
You may lin by proxy, and make another's fact your 
. God fays to Dawid, by the prophet Nathan, 
© Thou haſt ſlain Uriah with the favord of the children 
« of Ammon: Thou haſt done it So mayeit 
thou pierce CHzIsT with the bloody ſword of thy. 
wicked children, whom thou haſt left uninſtructed 
by word or example !—The children of Bethel were 
lain by the Bear, as a judgment upon the wicked 
parents, as well as a puniſhment to the children.—If 
thy child breaks the Sabbath, it is his fin; but more 
ine, if thou never taught him better. —If he ſwears 
or lies, the ſins are his; but more thine, if thou haſt 
ſet him the example and haſt not, at leaſt, endea- 
voured to inform his wnderfianding, —O what a ſad 
orceting will there be, between wicked Parents and 
wicked Children, in the day of judgment ! They will 
accuſe You as being the murderers of heir fouls, and 
lay their blood at your door—even curſing you to 


In 


= Ezck, xvi. 20, 21, THoſea, iv. 6. 


_ . * ” — — — 

— — ä — . warns — — _ == — — — 1 
f — : : — — — — — 

— 27 = » _ — — — — — — by —— - — —— — = — — — — 

* — . — ————— —— — 8 — 1 — — — — 
- # —— — "7 n .. * © 2M” — — - 

2 * 2 a 2 — — = — — — — m4 > — 2 

: ” 8 — 


11 +: 
4 1 
"Wa: 
U 5 
n 
59. 
1 = 
f l 
il 
: 1 
i | 4 
I 
5. |: 
1837 
nn. 


© 8 3 SERM, 7, 
In the Name of Gop, and for the ſake of your own 


souls, and the souls, of your FAMILIES, I beſeech, 
I zntreat, I adjure you to ſet about this work, in 


good Earneſt ! 


Dygodiy Mix IS TERS, and wngodly PARENTS are 

the ſource of a great deal of the Ignorance, and vi- 
ces which abound in the Land. From hence flow 
originally, many of the ſhameful executions erery 
year, almoſt in every county in the kingdom. It is 
not eaſy to expreſs the prodigious /gnorance which 
is to be found in many corners of this Land — This 
Lav, that is ſo full of Bibles“ I ſpeak not by hear- 
fay; but from a perſonal knowledge of many.—l 
expect no Heathen or Mahometan to give a lets ac- 
count of themſelves, than numbers of perſons, of 
common underſtanding in other things.—If Sodor: 
and Gomorrah, Tyre and Zidon, ſhall rife up in judg- 
ment againſt 7udea, how deplorable mult the/e N 
of the Sea be ?—If Barbary muſt <vring her hands, 
¶ Briſtendom mult tear her heart! 


I crave your favourable interpretation, Gentlemen, 
whole office it is to ſee the Laws of our country ex- 
ecuted, for the freedom I take in being ſo prolix: 
My Heart is full of the ſubject !—And permit me to 
add yet a few words more to the vaſt numbers of 
Joung people that are here aſſembled on this melan- 
choly occaſion, | 


My dear. young Friends! You are of great impor- 
tance to our world ;— You are the Hope of Parents 
and the Hope of the Church :—The choice you make 


is of great conſequence to all around you: If you 
8 ; tak 


| Lxnm.. 7. | { 229 ) 


take the broad road, it leadeth to defirufon: You! 
will become walking peſtilences :—Bat if you follow 
the advice of the text, you will be great bleſſings in 
every place :—Hear what the BLESSED Jeu: ſays 
to you, Tate y. yoke upon you, and follow E! 
The yoke of his commands is lined with Peace and 


Love, His Command is not to be diſpuicd, but 
obeyed. —** Remember now thy creator, ia the days of 


thy youth]! Remember him to lobe him; remember 
him to dire Him, to depend upon Him, and to live 


to Him.— But when? — Noro, Now, —in the early 


part of Lite, ** Behold, now is the accepted time, now 
„ig the day of ſalvation.” How many people are 
2020 in everlaſting chains of darkneſs, who would 
give ten thouſand worlds if they had them, for 
one offer of ſalvation, or an opportunity of hearing 
one ſermon, or to offer up one prayer to the throne 
of grace: but this they have not, nor ever will 
have !--This is the Scorpion that is continually biting, 
and the Worm that is ever gna ing Tis this makes 
them cry, Wok, wok, wo to us, that we have a- 
ned, and neglefed the golden opportunities! — There- 
fore ** Flee youthful lui“ This will prevent much 
ſin ; Thoſe that repent in the morning of youth, 


prevent much guilt. Learned Bea, in his old age, 


uſed to give Gov thanks for his being called to the 


knowledge of the truth ear/y.—Remember that your 


time is precious and may be very ſhort :—Believe 
you this? Are not the regions of the dead crowded 
with young people ?—7zour and Health of confirtution 
are not proof againſt Death. Away then with S 
Aattery, that puts off the preparation for death to a 
more convenient ſeaſon ! If you are in CurIsT, Death 
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cannot hurt you! but if you die zmpenitent, you 


muſt bid an everlaſting farewell to all mirth and 


gaiety,—You are candidates for Eternity: if you 
die without-exper/encing the grace of God, you have 
no pleaſure to ſubſtitute in the room of what you 
Ioſe.— Flee then youthſul Lufts !”” Stand upon 
pour guard againſt the firſt appearance of evil. You 
have been warned and intreated; if you periſh thro? 
obſtinacy and unbelief, your blood will be upon 
your own head! I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, 
that you have been invited to come to Jeſus ;—Lite 
and Salvation have been ſet before you: if you pe- 
Tiſh, you will be without excuſe ! 


As to you, who are ſoon'to ſuffer death, I cannot 
add any thing more to the inſtructions I have given 
you in private: And in all I have ſaid to you, I have 
kept cloſe to the Word of Gop, which cannot deceive 
us.—You are ſhortly to appear before the Tribunal 
of God,—You have ſaid, (and J hope, from your 
hearts!) „that you ſee yourſelves 4% ſinners :” 
(May God help you to look 2 faith unto JEsvs, 
who came to ſeek and to ſave 4% ſinners!) *+* But 
Kill a ſenſe of your enges and wnvorthine/5 fills you 
with doubts and fears” — But remember, JEsvs is a 
Saviour of the wnivorthy, With your dying breath 


cry to the Lord, ſayi ing 66 Tord Fe ef, | receive my 


<6 [birt ry 


But I have one requeſt to make to this large com- 
pany, in behalf of theſe dying men! I hope you 
will not refuſe this only fayour, Alt is, that you join 
with me ſincerely in projer for them. 


Lad of the Sermons. 
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between the Author and two I 
victs under ſentence of Death. 


DEAR SIR, 
Received your kind Letter, in which you requeſt 
a particular account of the converſation Which 
paſſed between me and the two unhappy men exe- 
cuted at Y, , April 10th. 1765. The Copy of 
the Letter which I ſent to the Rev. Dr. C. which 
you ſay you have peruſed, contains a general, but 
a brief narrative, written in haſte, I now fit down 
to gratify you with a more circumſtantial account 
of that ſolemn tranſaction, which ſo deeply impreſ- 
ſed my ſpirits. 


The leading ſtep to my firſt viſit, was in conſe- 


quence of a worthy Tradeſman in the Town, who 


is a ſincere Chriſtian, full of meekneſs and compaſſion, 
who frequently vilited priſoners under ſentence of 


Death, and who has a happy talent of dropping 
X £3 = ſerious 


| = 6232) 

ferious hints to awaken the mind to con fideration : 
He took the liberty to mention y name, and the 
two priſoners ſignified heir defire of ſeeing me. 
The good man cordially delivered their meſſage, and 


intreated I would go to fee them.—I complied with 


this requeſt with great reluctance, becauſe I was in 
a great meaſure a ſtranger in the Town.—T was ap- 
prehenſive it might not be agreeable to the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh, who ſometimes reads prayers with 
them.—I was alſo diſcouraged in my own mind on 
account of this fervice being almoſt a zexv work, 
which required Miſdom and Prudence, as well as 
great Plainnc/ſs and FPFaithfulneſs,-] never had 


attempted a work of this kind before, except once, 


when I was a ſtudent at the Ycademy in Carmarthen, 


and my attempt then was fruitleſs; for I have rea- 
fon to believe that the Criminal I then viſited, had 


no real ſenfe of the worth of his own ſoul, or the 

Eternity he was ſoon to enter upon; yea ] am per- 

fwaded he was drunk when his Irons were knocked 
off, and that he died a hardened wretch. 


This diſcouraging ſcene came freſhtomy thoughts; 
nevertheleſs, after much ſolicitation, I complied, and 
made Francis and Brooks a morning viſit about Seven 
o'clock. The Keeper of the jail received me cour- 
teouſly, and with ſentiments of great humanity 
brought me to the place where the condemned Cri- 

minals were confined. 


After common place, How do ye do ?” &c. 1 
obſerved ** That their condition was melancholy ; 
„the ſentence of Condemnation was paſt, and to be 


executed in a ſhort time. Theſe fetters, theſe walls 
| 4% and 
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& and bars are truly a gloomy fight ! ! Theſe are ihe 
6 fruits and effects of fin.” But to prevent too 
many repetitions of thoſe interlocutory words, ** Pf 
ſaid,” He replied,” which muſt frequently recur, 


and which can have no pleaſing effect upon your ear, 


I will, as near as poſſible repeat werbatin what paſ- 
ſed, in the form of a Dialogue. . 


| Miniſter, Pray. have you-.any proſpect of a Re- 
priewe P; 


Francis. No, Sir, we are Friendleſs, —But *tis + 
very fad for two luſty men to loſe our lives on the 
account of a covetous old Ds money.—The 
ck and Fury dealt very hard with us, to condemn 
1s. Ile is as bad as we: nay, he promiſed if we 
mould return the, money we -ſhould not be hurtec\ . 
We returned the money, except what. we had ſpent, , 
naw inſtead of keeping his Promiſe he appeared 
againſt us, and we muſt die. I wiſh we had kept the 
money, — (N. B. This ava, ſaid with au air of deep 


reſeatment:; and anger.) l 


Men. Pray what Rig/t had you to take his 


money? 


Brooks, True; we had no right; but neither - 
of us committed murder in our lives, nor would not. 


Nn. But did you not break into the man's 
houſe, in the dead of the Night, and tell him, If he - 
would not deliver the Key of zuch.a cheſt he was A 
dead. man ? 


From. We did ſay ſomethisg like it, but we”. 
had no-intention to kill him, nor would not. He is 
Þ © . | £ and 
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an old R. The Judge and * with we 
had kept the money}. 


Min. Pray, did you ſend for me, to hear you: 
rail againft Judges and Magiftrates, whoſe office it is 
to keep good order, and prevent wicked people from 
making a prey of the H one, indu/irious and quiet peo - 
ple of the Land? Do you not know that Govern- 
ment is an ordinance of God? and that we are ſtrict. 
ly commanded in the word of God 0 ſub mit our- 
« ſelves to every orditance of man, for the Lord's ſake ; 
6. avhether it be to the Ning, as ſupreme ; ar unto Gower 
* zors, as unto them that are ſent of him? Governors 
and Rulers have a right to be obeyed in all things, 
wherein they do not interfere with. the commands 
of God. If the law did not confine and puniſh atis of 
 Fiolence and Robbery, no flate or condition of men 
would be ſecure. Our Rights, Liberties, Eftates and 
Properties, would be all at an end,—As you look 
upon yourſelves as dying men, would you chooſe. 
that 1 ſhould Aatter vou, or ſpeak plainly and honeſtly: 
to your cale? | 


1 — 
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Thieves ought to be ſeverely puniſhed. Vet, *tis humbly pro- 
* to the legiſlative Powers,, How they can reconcile the Laus 
of England, which makes Stealing capital, with the. Law of God? 
Eaed. xxii. 1. If a-man fieal an ox or @ ſprep, he ſhall reſtore it 
« fue fold, or he fold for his theft” © if he can make. no reſtitution. 
Should it be objected, That the Fezvs were under a Theocracy :---It 
2 be anſwered, That the moral Law. is in force. among all, or: 
ſboulæ be fo. It has been alfo obferved by wiſe. men, That ſince 
Stealing has been made capital, Robberies are become more frequent 
than before; from whence we may. obſerve, That thoſe Laws. 
which- are not agreeable to the Law of God, prove a curſe to a 
Nation. Is it not diſgrace to the nation, that ſo many ſcores of 
Thieves are hanged every year in this kingdom? A Marderet 
ſhould never be left to eſcape, if found out. | 


( 235 } 
Francis, It would be of no ſervice to us to be 
fHattered now. 


Min. Do you believe that you have immortal 


Souls? 
Priſoners. Les, to be ſure, we have. 


Min. Then you alſo believe, that your ſoulz. 


muſt exiſt, i. e. have being ſome where when your: 


Bodies are dead? 
Priſ. Le.. 


Min. Do you. believe that there is a Heaven and 
Hell? 


Priſ. Les, we have heard ſo. 


Min. I aſk you. theſe queſtions- purely out- of 
regard to your ſouls. It grieves.me, though I am an. 
entire flranger to you, to. ſee the condition you are 
in. - Pray where do you expect to go when yau are 
dead? :o a ſtate of Happine/5 or to a ſtate of Miſiy?. 


Priſ. We hope we ſhall be happy. 
Min. Why do you hope ſo? 
Francis. IL don't know. 


Brooks, If we repent. 


Min. Francis, Can you tell me what Nepe nance: 
WF. 


Francis, No, Sir, 1 never- was brought up to 
learning, I cannot read, but my Companion can 
read a * 
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n, Brook, Take this book in your hand, and 
tell what Book it is. 


Brooks, Tis the Bible and Teſſament, (return- 
ing it.) | „„ | 

Men. You are right, and 'tis by the things con- 
tained in this Book, You and I ſhall be judyed, by 


the GREAT Gob, who 4zows all our ſecret thoughts. 
Do you believe this? 


r We cannot deny that. 


Min. Iwill read you a paſſage out of this Book, 
which 1 deſire you to obſerve. with the ſtricteſt at- 
tention, —. | 


1 Cor. vi. ch. q. 10. verſes.. 

&. Know ye not that the unrighteons Shall nat inherit 

& the kingdom of Heaven? Be not deceived ; neither 
& fornicators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor alu- 
«- /ers. of. themſelves with mankind, nor thicwves, 2:07 
© drunkards, nor revilers, nar extortioners fhall inhc:- 


thy rit the kitgdom of God ! 1 


The latter part of the ninth werſe, T will not 
touch upon, as I apprehend the Apoſtle refers to 
a moſt atrocious crime, that ought not to be ſo. 
much as named among Chri//ians: It is the. laſt- 
ſcum of Human Nature's filth ! — Here are many 
heinous fins mentioned ;—Among others, Thieves 
and Robbers :—Thieves are ſet. down in this very, 
very black Liſt : and all who die in this condition, 
are for ever ſhut out of the J gdm of FHeaven.— 
Here the crime for which hour fetters are rivetted 
on is mentioned in particular, Let me point out 

the 


6 

the aggravations of this fin of Stealing, and though 
I am a ſtranger to you, yet does not your conſci- 
ence tell you, that you have been guilty of many 
other crimes before you ventured upon this crime 
which brought you to this dark confinement? Theſe 

verſes then bring you heavy tidings :—But this is 
but a part.— Give me your „ whilſt I bring 
you I 


Rev. xxi. 8. 

© But the fearful, and the unbelieving, and the 
6 abominable, and murderers, and <whoremongers, and 
ſorcerers, and idolators, and all lyars ſhall have 
& their part in the Lake that burneth with fire and 
& Brimſtone. Here you ſee that the Frarful are con- 
demned; i. e. Thoſe that are aſhamed and afraid to 
' profeſs Chriſt, and own him as their Lord and Savi- 
our, and refuſe to obey him; “ and the abominable ;** 
our crimes are abominable, — Obſerve farther, 
that the wnbelieving are condemned, — Unbelizf is at 
the bottom of all other fins :-—TIt is the fin by which 
Adam and Ewe fell. Unbelief is a fin that leads a 
perſon to turn a deaf ear to all God's threatnings 
againſt the ſinner.— The Devil ſets up this ſin as a 
zlind between the ſinner and God, fo that the 
threatnings of God's holy law are neither dreaded 
nor feared :—It damps the ſtriving of God's Spirit 
with the conſciences of ſinners: Would you be 
guilty of /avearing, if you firmly believed in your 
heart that damnation would be the wages of fin ? 
2 you have ſtretched out a violent hand upon 
the 


+ To avoid repetitions, the reader is defired to ſee the ſubſtance 
of what was ſaid on the above Text. Serm. vii. Page. 212, 
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the goods of another, if you were fully perſwaded 
vou ſhould damned for it? No: you would as ſoon 
run into a fiery furnace as do it, if you did really 
believe what God ſaid in his word, — Conſider, 


next, to what place you mult go after death, if you 


die impenitent.— Vour portion will be in the Late 


which barneth for ever and ever This Lale is that 


which is called in other parts of Scripture, A; 
where there is nothing but ſhrieks, and fears, and 
horrors, and palpable darkneſs mixed with un- 
quenchable fire; Where there is no intermiſſion of 
complaints, — no breathing for pain I Do you be- 
hieve this? What are theſe fetters, when compared 
with chains of darkneſs? What is this gloomy pri- 
fon, when compared with the priſon of Ee? — 
The wicked man in hell will be like a brand in a 
great fire; no part free from burning, Our Lord 
ſays, There the æworm dieth not: This Worm 
is the ſtinging of a vexed conſclence.— As the cor- 
ruption of a dead Body breeds the worms that de- 
ſtroy it, ſo from the corruption of ſin riſeth that 
worm, the ſting of conſcience, which is a thouſand 
times worſe than the Vulture ſeeding upon the vi- 
tals :—and what adds a keen accent to all, is, That 
the torments of the wicked will be ETERNAL, 

Pray attend to a third paſſage, which will lead 
your thoughts, under the bleſſing of God, to ſee the 
exceeding fenfulneſs of ſin, 

Gal, iii. 10. Curſed is every one that continueth 


% not in all things, which are written-in the Book of 


the Laau to do them.” | | 
The Laws of England take cognizance only of 
outward actions. If you meditated miſchief in your 
heart, yet if you refrained. from comnutting the 
| Crime 


| „ | 
crime you meditated, the Law of your country 
could not touch you: If you deſigned to rob and 
| Leal, to commit adultery, break the Sabbath, curſe 
and fear; and to be guilty of Rebellion and Murder 
in thought, —yet if theſe did not break forth into 
ads, the Law of the Land could not lay hold of 
you.—But remember, that the Law of God extends 
to your th ughts and tempers, as well as to your avords 
and adions,—The law of God forbids every thing 
that is ſinful, and condemns you tor evil thoughts as 


well as awiched actions: It enjoins every thing to be 


done in the utmoſt perf-&tion,—For inſtance, | iF you 
loved or feared any Creature more than the CrEa- 
ron, you come under the ſentence of condemnation, 
But have you not loved the creature, and deſpiſed 
God? loved fn, and cared no more for your /ouls 


than for the moſt Ming thing in the world If 


you have but once omitted to worſhip GOD 72 ſpirit 
and truth, you thereby beco me great tranſgreſſors,— 
Suppoſe you have ne ver {wore an oath, yet if you 
mentioned the holy Name of Gop or CHRIST 
thoughtleſly, you then did take the Name of God 
in vain, and he will not hold you gz//rle/s, If you 
did not make it your conſtant practice to enter th 
courts of the Lord, and ſpend the Sabhath in his 
ſervice, you then profaned the Sabbath Whenever 
you ſhewed any d;/re/pect to your Superions, or 12> 
kindneſs to your Equals and Inferiors, you then vio— 
lated the lar of Gop; which commands us to 
& Honour all men. — Suppoſe you had never hurt 
yourſelves by drinking to exceſs; ſuppoſe you never 
ftruck a man in anger, or never wounded or injured 
the character of any one; yet, if you ſuffered hatred 
* 


Tm 
againſt any one to riſe in your breaſt, then in the 
eye of God's law, you committed a kind of murder ; 
If you looked upon a woman to 1% after her, you 
then committed adultery in your heart, —If you had 


never pilfered or touched the goods of any one; 


yet, if you coveted to have what another poſſeſſed, 


This would be NRobbery in the eye of God: for His 


law reacheth unto the thoughts and intents of the 
heart,—Look then inward :;How many acts of 
wickedneſs have you committed againft the law of 
God, as well as againſt the law of your country, and 
How many myriads of ſins have you committed 
IN YOUR THOUGHTS ! 


But what gives me a peculiar concern at this 
time, 1s, that from what you have ſaid, it 1s plain 


to me, you never were convinced of fin againſt God; 
and, if you die in that condition, (without a perad- 
venture !) you will be condemned to eternal Miſery: 


for He that belieweth not, ſhall be DAMNE D, —and 
« Except ye repent, ye ſhall periſh,” are the declarations 
of the Gop oF TRUTH, who hath alſo teſtified, that 


Ihe avicked ſhall be turned into hell, and “e the face 


« of the Lord is againſt them that do evil.“ 


With theſe awful tidings J muſt leave you for 
the preſent : and I beſeech you to confider what 
I ſay, or rather, what Gop ſays in his word, —Tf 


the ſentence of condemnation from the mouth of the 


zudge on earth, made you tremble, —What muſt the 


tremendous ſentence of the JuDee or ALL be! 


Francis. I hope you will pray with us before 
you go." 


p, Tir . 


— e is 


H Me Ra. 


| TD 
Min. What ſhall I pray for? 
Francis. That God would forgive us. 


Ain. This I cannot refuſe; for you ſtand in 


great need of Prayer. May God give you a heart 
to pray for yourſelves, as well as a deſire for others 
to 2 for you!“ 


n prayed, we parted; and I expected to 
hear no more from them: as TI thought, by their 


countenances, my meſſage ſcemed to ſtir up ſome 
diſpleaſure. But about twenty-four hours after, I 
received an Invitation to make them a ſecond viſit. 
1 accordingly did fo, and it produced the following 
converſation. 


Francis. If what you told us the laſt time is 
true, we are very wretched :—to be hanged up like 
dogs here, and go to Hell among Devile es we 
die is ſad. We have no Hopes or Expectations to 
be delivered from the Halter Is there no hopes 
of eſcaping from He!l?—I was ſo uncaly in my 


mind, all night, that I could not ſleep; and we wan- 


ted to ſee you oxce more. — 


An. What I ſaid to you laſt, is certainly true ; 
for what I ſpoke was the Word of God; or what na- 
turally flowed from it. Although you have no hope 
of eſcaping a ſhameful death in this world, yet I 
dare not ſay, for the world, That you ought to de- 
{pair of ſalvation through %u Crit: for we read 


of the Prodigal, that he returned home to his Fa- 
ther ;—the 4%. ſheep was found; u relcilious ſon was 


Y brought 
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brought to repentance ; and a dying thief was conver- 
ted.—Pray do you remember the fir ſcripture I 
mentioned to you?“ 


Francis. I do remember ſome of the words, and 
they are very terrible, ** Thicwves /hall not enter the 
% kingdom of heaven. | 


Brooks. J have read them ſeveral times ſince you 
was here, Sir. 


Nin. Let me read to you the verſe which follows 
thoſe terrible words—** Of ſuch were ſome of you: 
«© but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſan&ified, but ye are 
„ juſtified in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the 
« ſpirit of our God.” (N. B. After-a plain expla- 
nation of the words, I aſked,) Can you: tell what is 
your ſtate by nature? 


Francis, The ſame as other people's. 


Brooks. We are all ſinners. 


Min. Do you think that your hearts are good? 


Francis. I thought once my heart was good, tho? 
I did. many bad things : I believe I was miſtaken, 


Min. Indeed you were. The word of God de- 
clares, and right experience teſtifies, „that the heart 
is deceitful, and deſperately wicked” A cage of 
unclean birds -A den of thieves, which break down 
God's fences, It is the ſeat of Anger, Envy, Pride, 
Malice, Covetouſneſs, Leudneſe, Railing, Lying, 
Diſcontent, and every helliſh principle. All the 
evil actions that broke out in your Lives began in 

your 
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your heart. The hands, the eyes, the feet—all fol- 
low the motions of the Heart: And before you can 
go to the kingdom of Heaven, you muſt be regene- 
rated, —you muff be born again,—you muſt be conver- 
ted, Pray did you ever hear of the New-Birth, or 
Regeneration? 85 | 


Francis, No, never before. 
Min. Did you ever attend any. public worſhip ? 


= Francis, We went to church ſometimes : 
though I ſeldom went, God forgive me. — Pray, Sir, 
tell us what this Regeneration and Converſion is ? 


Min. I am ready to give you all the aſſiſtance 
in my power: Beg of God to bleſs his word to 


7ou.—1 will read you our Lord's word to Nicodemus, 
John. iii. 


E æcept a man be born again, he cannat ſte the kings» 
dom of God. Marwel not that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt 
„ ge born again. — St. Paul alſo declares, ** , any 
% man be in Cbriſt be is a new creature.“ From 
theſe and a variety of other paſſages, which might be 
produced, you ſee, This is not an inſignificant ſpe- 
culation, or the peculiarity of a party; but it 1s ef- 
ſential to every good Man and Woman in the world. 
—When you were born into the world, you were 
introduced into human Society ; So this new-birth, 


or change of heart, brings ſinners into the Church 


of God, and makes us members of his myſtical 
body. Children when they are born reſemble 
their Parents; So, by the New Birib, ſinners are 

3 | made 
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made partakers of the divine nature: for the Scrip- 
ture ſays, Je are reneaved after his image, in knows- 
„ ledge, rightrouſneſs, and true holineſs, Children 
are endowed with child-ike diſpoſitions towards 
their Parents: So when a ſinner is renewed by 
Grace, he is inſpired with child-hke tempers to- 
wards his heavenly Father. A child has a growing 
principle in him—ſo the principles of Grace im- 
planted in the heart are capable of growth and im- 
provement. A very great change paſſes in the fin- 
ner's heart: —if you experience it, it will lead you 
to hate what you once loved; and to love that 
which you once hated, It is a change of zemper, 
practice, and fate :—a change ſo great, that it may 
well be called a new creation. It is called a change 
from the death of fin, to the life of righteouſne/i-— 
& Tou hath be quickened, wwho avere dead in treſpaſſes 
% and fins.” If you were to fee a boiſterous, rug- 
ged, cruel villain become meek, lowly, humble 
inoffenſive; would you not fay, that He is be- 
come another Man ?—This converfon is a change 
of a thoughtleſs, ignorant, hard-hearted, rebellious 
{inner, into a thoughtful, tender, broken- 
hearted, dutiful ſervant of Gop. He that lived 
prayerleſs when unconverted, can no more live 
without prayer than breathe without air ;—He that 
had no regard to Gop, will reverence and adore 
Him as thegreaze/7 and be of Beings :— The man 
that was once diſguſted at every thing that was 
holy, now wiſhes to be holy in Heart, Ie and con- 
eerfation ;—He wonders at his own blindneſs and 
ſtupidity, in being ſuch a tame flave to the Devil. 
— The ſight which a ſin ner has of his own ſinfulneſs 
N | makes 
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makes him -deeply ſenſible of the neceſſity of an 
almighty Saviour; and he eagerly embraces him 
as fuch, and entruſts his eternal ALL into his hands: 
—He looks to him and admires him in his Perſon, 
as Gop and MAN in one Per/on, —longs and lan- 
euiſhes for him, and relies upon. him as Prophet, 
Pricf, and King.” | 


Converſion includes in it, a fight of yourſelves 
to be ſinful, guilty, depraved, vile creatures, who 
moſt juſtly deſerve everlaſting puniſhment. Sin will 
appear to be fo ſhocking an evil, that nothing but 
the infinite mercy of God, on the account of the 
_ blood and righteouſneſ5 of CyRIST, can ſave you.— 
This converſion includes in it Repentance.—lI aſked 
you a little. while ago, what Repentance was? you 
told me, you could not tell: Now true Goſpel Re- 


pentance is a real Jorrow for fin, not only becauſe it 


has brought-you to this priſon, and faſtened theſe 
fetters upon you, but purely becauſe you ſinned 
againſt God. True Repentance kindles a diſpleaſure 


with yourſelves, a remorſe of conicience, ſhame and 
ſelf-condemnation, . becauſe you have ſinned againſt 


a good. Gop, a holy Saviour :—True Repentance 
works an anxious ſolicitude that the evils you have 


done were all undone. In a word, it includes in it a. 


turning to the Lord æuith your whole heart, To give 


you a farther view of this important ſubject I will | 


read and explain to you the li. Pſalm, which is the 
true penitent's pſalm. And may you feel the lan- 
guage of it, and make it your own... 


The 
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The Third Viſit. 


Men. How is it with you? you 1 nr, 
and melancholy. 


Francis. I have reaſon ſo to be, for I muſt ſoon 
appear before the great Judge: I am uneaſy on ac- 
count of my ſins, | 


Min. That i 15 a good ſign: It would be bad in- 
deed to be left unto bardne/s of heart. I hope you 
begin to have different views of things. A man 
that can dive into the Sea has many tuns of water 
upon him, and he ſcarcely feels it; but a little 
in a leaden Veſſel laid upon this man's ſhoulder 
would ſoon weary him : So you once plunged into 
Sin and VM ieſfcdueſs, and you felt it not; now your 
conſcience is awakened, the guilt of ſin makes you 
heary and melancholy,—and indeed it is ſuch a bur- 
den as will link you to Hell, if 'tis not pardoned. 


Pranc's, How can we come at this pardon ? 


Min. There is but one way to get at it, and that 
is by believing in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, All the 
men on earth, all the angels in heaven cannot ſave 
you. There is no name given under heaven where- 
by finners can be ſaved, but by Him alone. This 
Book of God in my hand opens a door of Hope for 
the me? guilty, who have neither Plea nor Hope but 
what the goſpel proclaims; and all ſuch are invited, 
without exception, though they have been the vi- 
left offenders. I have turned down three paſſages 
of Scripture which I will read and explain to you: — 
One of themis in the Old Teſtament, 


2 Chron, 
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2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. And when he avas in 
% afliction, he ſought the Lord.” %c. But before I 
enter upon the converſion of this vile Caitiff, let me 
put you in mind, that the Pirit of God is the great 
Author of converſion, It is our duty to believe and 
repent, but Faith and Repentance are the gift of God ; 
and to him you ſhould look for grace to repent. He 


uſually works by means; as by afflictions, by the 


miniſtry of the word, and various other ways, Ie 
* commandeth men every where to repent,” —Repent or 
periſh, is the ſound of the word. And St, Peter ſays, 
He is not willing that any /bould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance : He has no pleaſure in 
the death of finners. If therefore this confiuement, 
theſe Irons and Troubles which you now feel ſhould 
be inſtrumental in God's hand to bring you, with 


Mang ſſeh, to ſeek the Lord, it will be your peculiar 


mercy, Aſk, and it ſhall be given you, Seek, and 
you ſhall find,” 


N. B. Here was laid down and enforced, 1. 
The ſtate and caſe of wicked Manaſſeh, 2. The 
parable of the prodigal Son, Luke xv. And 3. The 
poor Publican, Luke, xviii. 13. and Mary 2 
len, Luke, vii. 


My dear Sir, It would take too much of your time 


and mine, to give you a full account of what was 
ſpoken from the above delightful places of ſerip- 


ture: only I would obſerve, that it would have 


greatly affected you to have ſeen the eagerneſs with 


which the two Malefactors attended to the endearing 
view 
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view which thoſe ſcriptures give of the Love of 
Jeſus Chriſt, i pardoning, accepting, and receiving 
the wretched, miſerable, notorious. finners, who 
come to him for Life.— 


A ſhort account of the converſion of the Thiefup- 
onthe crofs, with prayer, concluded this interview. 


On parting with them, they md, They had 
heard I was to preach to-morrow” and added, II 
our keeper will give us leave to come out, Will you 
preach to us?“ Ireplied, . With all my heart.” 


The humanity of the Keeper was great on this 
_ occaſion, he attended them himſelf to the worſhip of 
God, and a great number of people were preſent, 


The ſubject was, 1 Tim. i. 15. ** This is a faithful 


& ſaying, andworthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus 
& came into the world to ſave fiancrs, of whom I am 
e chief. It was indeed a ſolemn time— The 
power of God attended the word :-—There was 


ſcarcely a dry eye, in the whole place. —And as to 


the Priſoners, particularly Francis, floods of tears 
flowed down, ſo that he could ſcarcely fit upon the 
ſeat.—In the evening I made them my laſt viſit, and 
found them full of concern and thoughtfulneſs, 


Francis. T have been, and am a poor vile ſinner, I 


ſee it, —You have ſaid much of faith in Chriſt, and 


of our coming to Jeſus Chriſt : But I am unworthy 


to come, how dare ſuch a ſinner as J am truſt in his 
mercy ? | 

Min. Becauſe we are unworthy and vile ſinners, 
therefore Chriſt came down from Heaven to die for 
ui. De whole need not a Phyſician, but they that 
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% are fie. — He came not to call the righteous, but 
«6 fiuncrs to repentance, Call uþ:n me, ſays he, inthe 


day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou 
„halt glorify me.” Here is a gracions Promiſe 


made by a faithful God, and made without Limitation 
or Condition to every one in time of Trouble, and re- 
quiring only the prayer of Faith for deliverance.— 
True Faith conſiders all the promiſes as made to ſup- 
ply our wants, and it reſts upon the Lord's faithful - 
neſs to fulfill them. - Vou have heard that the invi- 
tations of the Goſpel are free and without reſerve, 
“Come, for all things are ready!“ All bleſſings, all 
mercie?, pardon and ſalvation are ready. The Lame 
the halt, and the blind were invited: Meſſengers 
were ſent to the High-ways and Hedges to invite 
the poor, the miſerable, the blind and naked. Of 
thoſe that came to Chriſt, under many complaints, 
it is ſaid that he healed them all. — The manner of 
their applying for help is for your imitation : when 


they came to Chriſt, they pleaded no avarthine/s to 


recommend them: they did not come to 5h, but to 
beg; they carried no money in their hands, or merits 
in their mouths ; they came as miſerable creatures ; 
ſo muſt you, if you hope to ſpeed. —Fe/us Chrift is 
Gop ovER ALL, and an ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR, ever 
within call to thoſe that ſeek him: Your Want is 
your Warrant to go to him.—You have heard how 
blind Bartimenscryed to him, ( Have mercy upon me 1” 
He came as helpleſs : ſo muſt you, Come to him in 
faith: Believing in Him is of the greateſt conſequence 
here, therefore Je/us Chrift uſually aſked, ** Do you be- 
&* leve ? Das thou believe that JI am able to do this ?" 
Your whole expectation of pardon, mult be from his 

| blood 
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Blood and merits; and your whole expectation of 


ſanctifying grace, muſt be from his ſpirit. 


You have heard why the ed ] Es us ſuffered the 
ſhameful, the painful and agonizing death of the 
croſs. ** He was wounded. for our trauſgreſſion, he 
© avas bruiſed for our iniquities : all his ſufferings 


were to make atonement. for us. 


Brooks. Theſe things are new to me : you ſpeak 
much of Faith, pray what is it? 


Min. It is to take the Lord upon his word: It is 


to believe what he ſays: or in other words, Tt is a 
Reliance of your ſoul upon Fe/us Chrif for all the 


ends and purpoſes for which the gofpel reveals him. 


You reſt upon him, if you have true Faith, which 
is of the operation of the ſpirit of God: I fay, vou 
rely upon him for the pardon of fin, for peice of 
conſcience. Behold the Lamb of God- that takth 
away the fin of the world !/—It you have faith, you 
have ſeen your own Poverty, and his Fulneſs; your 
own Unworthineſs and his Merits; your own weak; 
neſs and his power; and you cry to him for the ſup- 
ply of your wants.—Attend to theſe bleſſed words, 
* Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 


aud J will give you reſi.—burdened with guilt, 


burdened with fear, come to him. Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus and you ſhall be ſuved. His name is 
IERHO VAR, our RIchTEOUsNESS.—Becauſe you are 
ruined, and have nothing that may recommend you 
to the moſt Hi Gop, Chriſt has brought in a com- 
pleat and a divine Righteouſneſs. He Blotteth ont 
tranſgreſſions, aggravated tranſgreſſions, innumerable 

tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſions, as a cloud; as eaſily. and as.compleat- 


ly, as the wind ſweeps away a floating cloud from 


the face of the ſky. Feſus Chriſt is a hiding place 


from the ewind, and a covert 7 om the tempeſt of divine 


vengeance: In him there is perfect ſafety, and no 
where elſe. 


Pri. To-morrow we muſt die,—will you be fo 
kind as to grant us the favour to attend us at the 
place of execution? 


Min. You know how your caſe has affected me, 
1 cannot bear the thoughts of attending you then. 
I hope ſome worthy Clergyman of greater fort:tude 


and courage than I, will do you that kindneſs, 


Priſ. If they refuſe, will you go with us ? 
Miu. I cannot promiſe.” 


Sing ng and carneſi prayer concluded this laft viſit. 


Methinks I ſee you defirous, my dear Sir, to know 
the concluſion of the whole. When the time came 


they ſent two preſſing meſſages, deſiring me to meet 


them at the fatal Tree. Several of my friends urged 
me to go, one of whom got a Po/-chaiſe, and brought 
it to my door; with much Reluctance I went into 
it: We ſoon overtook the Cart which conveyed the 
criminals. I defired that the cart might be ſtopped, 
and exchanged my caſy ſeat in the Chaiſe for the 
Cart, and fat upon the coffins, The convicts, I had 
obſerved, ſeemed to be in a praying poſture all the 
way. | 1 | | 

| When 
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When Francis ſaw me ſo near, he ſaid, O dear 
„ Sir! are you come? what a poor wretch am I! 
&© have followed the devices of my own heart! I 
„ caſt myſelf out of the way of inſtruction, and 
„ have brought myſelf to a ſhameful end.—I feel 
& that word out of the book, which you repeated 
© more than once, My own wickedneſs doth correct me, 
% i an evil and a bitter thing, to fin againſt God. — 
„What an ignorant creature have I been —I never 
« heard in my life of the corruption, and wicked- 
« neſs and unbelief of man's heart, till the other day: 
© now I feel it. I never heard of the New-birth, 
% and a renewed heart, till the other day; — I never 
„ heard of the ſtrivings of the ſpirit of God, till the 
6 other day, —l never heard of Fe/us Chriſt, only in 
© general, and to take his name, and the name of God 
& in vain I never heard what ſort of a perſon he 
4 js, nor of his offices, nor the merits of his blood, 
& till within two or three days: If I did hear, I 
never obſerved it: I never heard, to obſerve, any 
„thing or faith, repentance, and holineſs,—] was 
&« at firſt angry with Mr. D——, for proſecuting 
| „ me,—angry with the 7zdge and Jury for condem- 
| „ ning me, and I wiſhed I had kept the money, 
& which I had no right to touch: How: abominably | 
& wicked am 1! I ought to be angry with myſelt ! 
It grieves me, now, that I touched any thing of 
„“ another man's. But O! O the ſins of my 
% thoughts! But O that bleſſed word! „ 7his is 4 
« faithful ſaying ; and worthy of all acceptation, that 
«6 Feſus Chriſt came to ſave ſinners !—The ch. of in- 
& ei, the CHIEF—I am the chief. wo | 
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| 2 TE W proſpects have you of death and 
| eternity ? | 


= = Brooks. J have been earneſtly ſeeking and aſking 
 mercy—T think theſe words, M, „ and it ſpall be 
« given yon, help me. 


:  Franmtis. e As to the death of my body—lt is no- 
: thing. No! *tis nothing: *tis what I deſerve: 
„I deferve Hell. But laſt night, I could not ſleep, 
& Who could ſleep in my condition? J was full of 
% diftreſs—TI threw myſelf on the ground, and if 
% ever I prayed in my life, I prayed then; and I 
felt ſome ſweet peace that I never felt before, nor 
cannot tell you of it.—I think I looked then to 
the Lamb of God his love! how great ! dying 
«© for the vileſt ſinners! O if he will admit me into 
<©' the-meaneſtcorner of heaven, what a monument! 
Here he burſt into a- flood of tears, and could 
not ſpeak for ſome time. 


When he recovered himfelf a little, he looked 
round, and ſaid, ** Dear--what crowds of people are 


4 here, to come to ſee us die! O Sir, preach to them; 

c preach to them. Tell them how wicked we have been 
5 Don't ſpare us, It may be the means of warning 

: Others, | 

„ Min. T hope you will preach to them too, and 

7, warn young people to flee from the wrath to come. 

Francis. I will. 
lv 


By this time we were near the place of execution; 
I then deſired to ſpeak a word to the und. r-Sherif, 
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who received me with a placid countenance, blen ged 
with a degree of ſorrow and concern, I aſked him 
leave to give a word of exhortation to the ſpecta- 
tors, before the conv:c&ts ſuffered. He anſwered with 
great cordiality, Sir, you are very welcome, and 
take your own time.” I then went into the cart, 
and ſtood upon the coflins where the cruninals ſat, — 
A Tremor ſeized me, I believe for about a minute: 
the vaſt multitude putting me in mind of the day of 
Judgment. A general filence ſoon took place among 
the Crowd, and all were huſh. I had a Bible, and a 
Prayer Book in my pocket. I gave out a part of the 
Lamentation of a ſinner, and there was almoſt a gene- 
ral finging.—lI prayed, then preached from 2 Tim, 
ii. 22. Flee youthful luis g.“ Then we ſung the 
other part of the Lamentation of a ſinner, and prayed 
(rather as the mouth of the priſoners than the mult:- 
tude) kneeling on the coffine,—then pronounced the 
Benediction.— I took my leave of them, putting 
them in mind of that ſcripture prayer, ** Lord Feſus, 


*6' into thine hands I commit my ſpirit.” But it almoſt 


broke my heart when they ſeized my hands 
their eyes {ſwimming with tears, and it was with 
great difficulty they let me go.— J haſtened away 
out of ſight: my heart was full could nut bear the 
night of their death. But ſeveral people told me 
that their exhortations to the people before they 
died werevery moving. 


This was a day Tſhall never forget. Although 


it is dichcult to form a juſt idea of the true ſtate of 
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"theſe two men, whether their repentance was ge- 
nuine or not, yet this is evident; that a particular light 
ſeemed to breai in upon Francis's mind, and Brooks 
was not inſenſi. le.—I muſt leave it to the great Day 
when the ſecrets of all men's hearts ſhall be revealed; 
But this I have to ſay, that the work of that day was 
happily inſtrumental to awaken ſome careleſs, drow- 
zy ſinners, that were before entirely unconcerned 
about their ſouls; and they have ever fince ſhunned 
the broad way of fin and deſtruction. Thus I have 
given you a particular account of that tranſaction 
according to your deſire. I think I have omitted 
nothing material, unleſs the expoſitions upon many 
parts of ſcripture, which would take too much room 
and time,—It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that there 
feemed to be an over-ruling Providence in the tranſ- 
actions of that day : The weather was fine, the ſun 
ſhone bright, the myltitude ſtood in that part of the 
common where the wind carried my voice, and the- 
greateſt part, if not all, heard diſtinctly: So that in 
theſe reſpects one could not wiſh things were other- 
wiſe than they were, except the melancholy occaſion 
of them, —lIt is time to conclude. Among the many 
friends who love and eſteem you, Continue in the 
number, the name of 

| Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, and 
obliged ſervant, 


David EDwARDS, 


Dpfeich, May, 13, 1765. 
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L RR AT A, 
Preface, p. 3. laſt line for, zrea/de r. treated 


Sermons. p. I. and throughout the Dialogue, for Brook r. Bruck 
p. 65. in the Note, for Xerxes r. Xeuxes 
p- 73. 1. 29. for conjideration r. conſecration 
74. I. 14. after Vengeance, add---It would not avail. 
P- 138. I. 10. for capitol r. capital 


p. 139. 1. 16. Inſtead of & rob the woman,” r. © rob a woman.“ 


